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This interview iz being conducted with Governor Robhert E. Smylie
in Governor Smylie's office in Boise, Idaho on August 18, 1975.
Present for the interview, Governor Smylie and Dr, Burg of the
Eisenhower Tibrary statf.

CDR. BURG: May T begin by fsking you when dnd where were you

korn?

GOV, EBMYLIE: I was born in Marcus, Iowa, a ftown in Cherokee

county, on Halloween night, Cotober 31, 1914,
DR. BURG: AMnd were ribbed for that, I suppose. LE:“JJE

GOV, SMYLIE: All my life, wves. And had to give away thousands
of bars of candy when I was governor because it got to be guite

2 game Lo come trick or treat the governpor on his bhirthday.

DR. BURG: ©ODh! Indeed! Indeed, I suppose it wonld., Now were

you educated in Lhe state of Towa--high schoel, for example?

COV. SMYLIE: I went to grade school and high school at various
schonols in Towa., Dad was a school superintendent znd moved

from time to time. I gradusted from high school at Cresco, Iowa.

DR. B3URG: And then from Lthera I assume that you did your

universilby work in another spot.
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SMYLIE: I drove a bakery truck for about two years and worked

in & filling station because 1932 was a reaaonably inauspicious

year Lo graduate from high schonl,

HUTRS Indead it was.

SMYLIE: And then I came out to idaho te tha College of Idaho

at Caldwell and took my baccalsureatlea degree there.

BURG: What drew vou out to Idahg,

SMYLIE: I had an aunt in Caldwell

the bascment.,

QovVaErnor.

wWwho said [ could live in

BFURG: I see. And in those days would out of state tuition

have been a problem far you?

SMYLIE: No, not particularly. fTuition at tha college in those

days was not esnough that ¥You conldn't manage to sorape it

together one way or another with Fart-time jobs and T had a, for

2 while, an NYA job while T was in
Administration. Then T clerked in
out and told them T knew how to Ao

after I got the job. But a series

college-—that's National Youth
a8 hardware store znd swept it
advertising and learped it

of employments at college;
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[ think I ended up owing them about a hundred snd seventy-five
bucks or something like that. anad got that paid off {n time
toe get my transcript a semester later for George Washington

University's law school.

BURG: Were you able to do the four year course at Caldwell

in four years?
SMYLIE: Yasz.

BURG: Becsuse I know that many of your generation had to (ﬁfﬂ:éﬁ

a = l:'l
stretch it out, i, ,_I_x"
it A

SMYLIE: Ho, I managed four consecutive Vaarg. I dida't have
#ny charge for room and bosrd which is one big leg up. I was
washing dishes and being generasl handywan around my aunt and
nncle's house in recompense for that. Arnd then got a job as

2 capitel policeman in Washington—-—

BURG: TLet me ask you first, Governor, the [our year coursae,

what did you specialize in during the four yearxs?

SMYLIE: History was my major: it was an English minor, wmostly
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in literature, composition.

BURG: dut of that history work that yYou did, thinking hack
on it now, does any particular course, any parti:u1ar
insfructer stay in vour mind as being pretly impressive or

having had guite an impact on you?

SMYLIE: HNot particularly. I had always been & kind of 3 history
buff. My father was a history teacher, and he used tg get all
the text bosks Lhat anybody ever published any place snd had
quite a library of them, and I read them because there wasn't
anything else arcund to read. I suppose by the time T was
through the eighth grade, T'd read [Fohn C.] Ridpath through.

= was the, you know, it was an old standard text in those days,

SURG: Of course. And gtill seen on the old bookstore shelves,

surprisingly.

SMYLIE: And then I think that probably the course that had
A8 much impact on me as any in undergraduate school was 3
course on the history of the Renaissasnce and Reformation, and

in those days the rlassic btext was one by Dr. Hulme who had
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once Deen a professor or an dssociate professor at the
Universily of rdaho and he actually wrote the text up there,
but when it was published he was head of the department at
Stanford. It was a pretty definitive book--1 sti1li have it

28 a matter of fact, =ome place.

BURG: And that course c3ught vour attention as much because

of the hosk-—

SMYLIE: Well the hook and the subject matter, That's a

pretry glittering period of history.

BURG: Pretty heady stuff, for an undergraduate,

SMYLIE: He didn't ascribe i+ to anybody--1 don't know where
it came from—-but en the fly leaf of the book was something

that stuck with me a11 these years., Ik was a simple: state-

ment--"The oil of commerce Lighted the lamps of culture, ™

which says a lot =bout a lot of things, including the Renaissance,

BURG: Hulme had put that into +he fly leaf.

SMYLIE: Hulme had put it in the fly leaf of his book and it
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sort of epitomizes the whole ora.

SURG: Yes, it does.

SMYLIE: And I uszad the gquote more than a few limes, h=z a
matler of fact I used it when I dedicated the university
library a= probably one of the better things that had ever

bBesn written on that CamDUS .

BURG: Interesting. vory interesting. But vou went to
George Washington and into law, ¥You were not drawn to teaching,

teaching history?

SMYLIE: No, no, I'd heon planning te be a lawyer sver since I
knew a guy named Frank MeGill in @ ltown ralled Rock Valley, Iowa.
He was just a country lawyer there--it's a town of about fifteen
hundred--but I admired him very much., I had had an interest

in publie life, but law's & pretty good fallback position.

BURG: What drew vou to Mr. MeGill, gquality of mind, do ¥ou
think, or overall traits of a huwman being, or mavbe to you

28 a youngster, the glamour of the profession he was in?
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EMYLIE: No, I don't think T EVEer gaw him work, It waen't

3 county seat town. But he was Just a nice guy and seemed
somehow fo manage to get it all put pretty well together. T
suspact that if 1'd gone on driving a truck, why I would never

have gone to law school, but happily I got bailed cut of that.

BURG: What drew you to George Washingtan?

SMYLIE: Well in those days Goorge Washington was one of the
fow places that vou could hold down a Full-time job and Carxy
a4 Tull load in law school, too. They had an afternoon course
that met from 5:00 te 7:00 five d2ys a week, and we also had a
suminer session that was a single course, aix wesks duration,
that got vou & =emoster's credit. I could have araduated, I
think, in three and a half ¥esrs from G.W. bhubt T Actually

used up four,

RURG: Now were vou there ahout 19387 Would that be ahout

when you-—-—

SMYLIE: '39, in February, through '42; June of '43 T got my
degree. Bul T was admitted to the District of Columbia Bar

in 1841,
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BURG: One has to admire your timing. You were out of high
school just in time for the Great Depression and out of layw

school just in time for World War 11,

SMYLIE: Yes., I kept "out-sitting” the draft board becauge T
thoeught if I rcould get that damned degree behind me, why

more better,

BURG: And you did get it FTinished.

SMYLIE: Yes., I got my degree in June of ‘a2 and joined the

services in August of that viEar,

BURG: Now vou'd mentioned that ¥ou worked for the capitol

police; that was your jeb while pursuing vour law studies,

SMYLIE: Well I worked as a3 capitol policeman for about a year

I guess. &And then this sounds like a lack of humility, but

in those days Covington-Burling used to give what they called,
rather grandiosely, a law clerk's job to the top two guys in the
G.W. freshman elass. T was ona of them, and they offered me a
job for a hundred dollars a meath and so I tosk it and worked

for them from, it would be the fall of 1940 till T lefe for the
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sarvice in August of ‘42

BURG: And the firm name was Covington and Burling?

SMYLIE: Covington, Burling, Rublee, Acheson and Shorl at that
time. It was Dean Acheson's old law firm. It's the "ivary
towexr" of 16th Street, Washington. It's the biggest law

Firm in Washington.

BlRG: I =sesa,

SMYLIE: It now has something like 175 or 180 lawyers; thera

wera sbout 40 in those days,

BURG: So you had that assistance and 2 hundred dollars a
month at that time for that kind of pesition, sort of a

junier isw clerk.

EMYLIE: ¥Yes. You ran all the errands, but the opportunity
presented itself very esarly on to do some research, and
bacause the war was on, their people were leaving and vou
got pushed into responsibility very quickly simply because

you were present and a warm body, with a little capability.
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BURG: If I can ask this, did it complicate your life at the
law school, because T would assume that you are baing pushed
into things while you're also taking the theories—make it

tougher for yeou to study, or 4id it?

SMYLIE: Well, it was a kind of a monastic eXistence. You went
Lo work &t B:30 in Lhe morning and got off in Lime to catch the
street par at 15¢h and Fennsylvania and ride the zix Lo eight
blocks to the law scheosl anad you get through there at 7:15 and
Ly the Lime vou'd had dinner and hit the books a little while,

why there waen't mueh time, much of the day left.

BURG: Yes, that's right. So it'd be quite a grind, and vou

Were not married at the time.,

SMYLIE: Ho, no.

BURG: WNow when you entered service, what branch did yvou—-
SMYLIE: I was in the Coast Guard,
BURG: 1In the legal branch of the fozst Guard, or just—-

SMYLIE: Na, I was trained as a general deck efficer, but after about
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5ix weeks or eight with eighty-three foot anti-sub Patral vezseels
out of Cape May, New Jersey, they g0t me into the legal business
and I was there all the rest of the war, in Philadelphia and in

the Philippines, in Tacloban, and New Guinea,

BURG: pBut before that you had a 1ittle tzgte in the North

Atlantic in a fairly small size vessel,

SHMYLIE: Yes, an eighly-three foot Wheeler Boal#*, wooden vessel
with a three foot bhottom en it, but it had aheut #ight or nine
depth charges on deck and s twenty millimeter Oerliken gqun aft

and a machine gun forward,

3URG: And 1 suppose you =11 prayed that there would be no

surface action,

SMYLIE: Yes, that's right. wWell 4f =nyone ever surfacead at yvou,

the standard orders were to ram. That was the only way home.

BURG: I would imagine so. With a throe foot draft, I assume

she rolled her gute ocut.

*Wheeler boats were so called because Lhey were built at the
Wheeler Shipyard, Brooklyn, WNY.
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SMYLIE: Oh, God! vYou know, [ was off Montauk Light one mnight
in Decenber of '42, and there ware fourtoen people on that boat,
and T was the only guy that was on his feet. It was blowing a

gale out of the northwest and—-

BURG: I can imagine. And you got there Just in time, Governor,
to be part of that period when the tankers were doing up all

2round.

SMYLIE: Yes, when Barnegat Tnlet on the Jersey coast was a real
submarine alley. You'd come to the point there where you were,
even with as much black-out as they'd done, you had the combinz-
tion of the lights of Trenton and Philadelphia and atlantic City
2lmost entrain and they couldn't dark the country up encugh to

not have a glow against the sky of, vou know, just visible.

BURG: 5o you're always silhonetted.

SMYLIE: Y¥Yes, and they got a lot of Lankers at Barnegat.

BURG: Indeed, they did. ¥New that must have been a very rugged

kind of duty. fThen vou moved more inte legal wark, first in
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Fhiladelphia and then later on in the war eut to the Fhilippines,

SMYLIE: Yes, well we had a crew put together in Philadelphia
and then the Coast Guard had started running & freight supply
service for the Nawvy, really for the Army, in support of the
aperations ap the New Cuines codst, and it had just grown withe-
out any semblance of a2 table of organization or anything else
snd Tinally got te the place that I think there were seventy,
close to seventy-five percent of the total manpower of the
Coagt Guard committed out there. =g they finally devised the
idea that before they weré going to start tha operations mgainst
Japan thay ought te have a tahie of organization that could get
people tried by court martizl and paid, fed, and supplied. Tt

was located at what came to be known as Navy Nine Twenty,

which was & sort of & portable headguarters under a wan named
Captain Kenner. He had as his legal officer, @ man named John
Crean, who was a2 judge in New Jersey latexr, and he came to
Fenner's service and then he started recruiting people. He
grabbed up all of the guvs that he'd known in Philadelphis and
we got class two orders to get te Tacloban and went out there.

Wo put the plan together and it got initislled in [Lt. Gen. R.K.]
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sutherland's headguarters the day bofore it was all ever. 5o

we never found out whether it would work |

BURG: Really, it took that long to process it through.

BMYLIE: It would have been alil right. We startod implementing
the thing, but we never got it all paper worked and things were
running 3 lot smoother but they were still about zix weeks away

from Coronet, which was tho big one on the south island.

BURG: The November invasion. May T ask, Judge Crean, how 4&id

ha spell his last name?

SMYLIE: C—-r—&-a-n.

BURG: FPine, thank you. You remember his first name?

EMYLIE: John.

BURG: John, okay.

SMYLIE: Josaph. [John Joseph Crean]

BURG: So everything came to a urinding halt, May I ask what

rank you had reached?
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SMYLTE: Full lievtenant. T had enlisted as an dpnrontice
seaman. but that was for the purposa of going \o the acadomy at
New London. They had a "ninety-day wonder® courase up there

that got youw commissioned as anp ensign.

BURG: You headed off Montauk, if you were lucky, in an eighty-
three footer. Now when the war was over, they brought you hack

I @ssume then to the west coast—wm

SMYLIE: Yes, San Francisca,

SURG: --and you were geparated then Trom the servicer?
SMYLIE: 1In San Francisco.

BURG: What was yvour next course of action?

SMYLTE: Well, my wife had besn in--T1'g married in "43 in kkﬁ_"

Philadalphia-—
HITHZ = I sea,

SMYLIE: -—-&nd Mrs. Smylie had been in Rio, working in the

Emassy down there and she came hacok Novenmber of '43, and we
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were married in December., While I was in Lhe Fhilippines ghe
spent most of her time in Tos Angeles either with her brother,
whe was, Trom tima to time, there, although he lived in Howslon,
or working. She had a variety of jobs. And she met me in San
Francisco and then we came up here to rdaho is vigit and then
=topped to see her mother in Tulsa and went back to Washingten
largely for the reaszon we had an dpartment there, that had been
sublet through the years. We had a place we could live. BAnd

i went back to Covingtons for about bwo months and decided it
was not my dish and practiced law out of g telephone booth for
angther six or eight months. The fellow who was olected
aftorney general out here in Tdaho in 1045 c&llied up and offered
me a job as an assistant snd T thought about it for about five

days and decided to take it and came home.

BURG: HNow, may I ask vou, why did you now find Covington unsat-

isfactory to you? Was it becauss you're a cog in a very large.-

SMYLIE: Well, it was that plus the fact that there were a
whole bunch of these fellows who had heen senior in rank in the

rirm came back from the war and You were going to get caught in
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behind and short of getting a good break like = great big
client or momething like that, it didn't ssem to me like it wag

going to ke all that enthralling.

BURG: Yes, I see. BAnd private Practice, I suppose at {hat
time with hundreds of lawyers returning from the war, the

competition must have—-

SMYLIE: There was a glut on the market and they would right-
=ously neglect to admit it, but all those big firms in the
Zast have a =nohbish regard for degrees from Harvard and vale
and Princeton and places like that, It was pretty easy to get
‘reated a2z a sceond class citizen if you were from George

Washington.

BURG: T can believe that.

SMYLIE: I decided by then T was geing to have fun with my Life

instead of be a drudge.

BURG: 5o this opportunity here in Idaho looked pretty good to

you.

EMYLIE: Yes,
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BURG: Row did your wife know much about the state?

SMYLIE: Na, she'd been here once and she came out here and
sometime, alonyg about a year and & half later, why theore was an
opportunity to--oh, & couple hearings that were sort of hack to
back, one Lhe end of one week s5nd the ather the end of the next
week. S0 I fook her back Lo Washingten with me and she had

abhout two woeks back thersa and she was glad enough te come hom~.

BURG: That's always geod. So evidently she has never regrietted

the 1life and carser built here.

SMYEIE: HNo, I don't kelieve so. ¥NWo.

BURG: Now may I ask you, what kind of duties did you then hawve

25 assistant to the attorney general here?

SMYLIE: Well, this is @ funny story. fhis was in January of
‘47, ond Mr. [Robert] Ailshie was than 111, but T don't think
anybody really reslized how bad of f he was, =and his father,
[James F. Ailshie], who was a justice of the suprane court, died
in May of '47, and his mother died im October of '47, and he

died a week later. For the last four or five months he'd hardly
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been in the office and he'd toid the gevernor to rely on me if
he wasn't there, and the governor did. And, when the man died,
why the governor filied tha pesition by sppointment and I was
appointed atiorney general about ten months and £ifteen days

siter T was admitted to the Idzho Bar.

BURG: 0Oh, for heaven's sakes. An elected position. Was the

name Ailghie®

SMYLIE: Ailshie. aA-i-l-s-h-ji-a.

BURG: How much longer of his term had to run?

SMYLIE: It was a four-year term and this was a three vEars

and a month and =2 half appointment.

BURG: Oh, so really, you filled the bulk of his term.

SMYLIE: Yes. And thean I ran for re-slection in 1950, largely

because I got mad at somebody. ‘the job only paid 55,000 a year.

BURG: As a Republican, of coursa.

SMYLTE: Yes. And then shortly after that, why it became apparent
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that I was going to have to make a decigion aboul whether T
was geoing ta run for governor and did actually make the
decision sometime early in 1953, but didn't over move ogt o

it until the spring of *54.

BURG: HNow you say that you ran for atitorney general because
you had gotten mad at somebody. Can yvou tell me who it was

that had irked yon?

SMYLTE: Well it was a guy who'd overpressed on a ariminal
prosecution that decided he was poing te run against me. Ard T
decided he needed to learn a lesson, so he did. 1'd just as

=oon Torget Lhe name.

BURG: It ticked ypu off and you decided vou'd stand up and let

him see what he could do.

SMYLIE: Yes, that's right.

BURG: ¥ou would take your bhest hold, he wonld tzke hiz, and

see which way it went.

SMYLIE: BAnd he finally didn't even run.
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BURG: ©Oh. Be that gave you another fouar year ferm,

SMYLIE: Yes, another four yoar term, and this tock me Lo

1954,

SURG: FKow in those four years, GCovernor, is it safe bo 53y

that you bhecame much wore active in your own party?

SMYLIE: Y¥es. I'd kbeen a chsirman of the ada Counlty Young
Republicans, and the 1946 Republican party in Tdaho had been
composed pretty generally of elder gentlemen who had been
running things when nobody younger was around, They elected Dr.
{C. A.] Robins governor, and then 1948 happened. So the stage
was kind of ready set for some sort of a reveolution, and in 1950
we took over the Ada County cenlral committee, that's Boise,

this is the big red apple,

BURG: The younger men.

SMYLIE: Yes. And elected our own state committecman and

committeswoman and the county chairman.

BURG: May I ask Lhe names of those three individuals?
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SMYLIE: OQne weRs A_B. JONNABEQN —=

RURG: J-0-n—28—m

SMYLIE: J-0-n-n-a-s-s5-o-n, wsg the committeeman. And let's
sea, fellow named Charles Tink was the county chairman. And T
can't recall the name of the g2l now, but it was a FOUTY WOmMan
2nd that had a major effect on the party state-wide ag we

started moving up to 1952,

BURG: It did? 1In what way? Did it attract mors youth to the

ITdaho Republican Party?

SMYLIE: Well the example here, it hegan to produce the =ame
thing elsewhere in the state, and, oh, we'd pet on 3 kind of an
ebortive thing for [Harold] Stassen in 1948, Mattsr of fact,

we lest by six votes or we'd have had the Idsho delegation for
Stassen instead of for [Thomas E.] Dewey in Philadelphia. But
by that tims we decided that therae wasn't any point in spinning
our wheels about whe was going to be President of the United
States; what we wanted was the governor's office. And we hadn't

made wup our minds who it was yet. But 1852, the convention,
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without mach fugs except over the election of a national
committeeman, we managed te shoot down the guy that had been
there for about twenty vears. But we didn't bother with
getting involved in the Risenhower-Taft fight at a March
convention, which was even before the General had zaid he was
going to be a candidate. And the delegation was, some sort of
resolution, was honor-bound te support Senator [Robert A.]
Taft., Wasn't really an instructed delegation, but as close to
it 8s you could get without--and we chose not to make a stand
on that one. Although I think {hat if Senitor [Len] Jordan
had polled hi= delegation in Chicago, it'd have gone the
other way. I think there were cnough votes to take the dele—

gation into Eisenhower's camp if they needed it.

BURG: The elder Republicans here in Idaho, in the paRrty

structure, were largely pro-Taft in '529

SMYLIE: Well, this convention teok place in, it was either
March or April, before the coanvention in Chicage in August,
as you'll recall, And Taft to -1l intents and DUTpDEEs Was

the only wviable force in the field and he'd been here two or
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three times snd was held in vary deep affecltion by many of the
elder party leaders and many of the younger ones as well. But
I think always there was that lingering feeling that it wonid

have heen most difficult to ailect him.

BURG: 2&nd looking back in time, was that your opinion at the

Cimea?

SMYLIE: Yes.

BURG: I'va heard it said that he gimply lacked the kind of
personality but had a splendid intellect and 3 vary fine

mind apd——

SMYLIE: I took him into the coffee shop at the Hotel Boise one
time, and thie is 2 kind of a, oh, it's a lawyer's round-table
sort of thing, and he was Just as uncomfortable as he could be.

That's the best way you ecould gay it. He jost didn't have that--

BURG: Even with men of similar background, governor?

SMYLIE: Yes. He was reticient and didn't he dign't joke well.

The light, airy conversation was not for Robert Taft.
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BURG: So it just didn't look == though he could be elected,
But here in the state, you, your aroup, chose not to make an
issue out of that. You did get the national committeeman.

And this would be one of Your younger people.

SMYLTE: He was not as young as we ware, but he was a guy who
was playing our ballgame and was 2 man named Bzfra Hinshaw, who
was then in the retzil furniture business here in Boise and a
man of reasonably independent means, so he could afford to do
zome of the things that the job ealled for. and ha's now in
California, runs, can't remember--thero's one in, retail stores,

.,'\-la . ”"ﬁ-'.
E 2

5 1]

in Arcadia and Ontario I think the other ons ig.

BURG: 5o he's still active in-—— .

SMYLIE: ¥es. Well I think he's rather desperately ill now,
it's arthritis ar something like that. But he wetld he in his

eighties now,

BURG: Then the delegation went to Chicago, honor-bound as vou
put it for Robert Taft. Kothing was done there. The votes, the

Idaho delegation were cast for—-
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SMYLIE: Well, Senator Jordan cast the vole, matter of fact
he seconded Senator Taft's nomination and Lhen cast the dele-—
gation's vete for Taft on the first ballot, but it never got to

Ehe second one.

BURG: BSo with Eisenhower then as the candidate, did you
personally, let's start with that, did you persorally then help

to organize the campaign here in Idahe in his behalf?

SMYLIE: Well, I had expressed beo Ewing Kerr who is new a

district judge in Wyoming, federal judge in Wyoming—-

BURE: E-g-yr-r?

SMYLIE: Right. -=the desire to meet the genersl. T didn't
go to Chicage. And Ewing was atlorney ceneral of Wyoming at
the time and a man named Ed [Edward J.] Bermingham was, I

think he was a trustee of Columbig--

[Interruption]

BURG: If you'll just repeat that last bit we missed.
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SMYLIE: Bermingham was natiomal committeeman from Wyoming and

8 very great friend of Ralph Cake's, who was at the same time
national committeeman from Oregon, and both of them had been
active in the pre-convention maneuvering for the General, and
had been closely associated with Bob [Robert P.] Burroughs who
wag Chen national committesman from New Hampshire who had had

3 hand in erganizing the primary caper Lhere, Bermingham called
me up and said that he'd like me to come down to Denver, and I
went down to Denver to see Bermingham--and this was very shorily
afler the General returned to Denver from Chicago~-—-and saw he
and Fred Seaton snd, I think Howard Pyle was there, and met the
General. Got back up here and at about that point in time they
were cranking on what really was the effective spening of the
General's campaign, which was a meeting of the ten western Repub-
lican governors and Hugo Aronson whe was about to he elected
governor of Montana. I can't remember who it was, somebody in
Denver called me up and asked me if I'd come down and work. out
some liaison arrangements sbout taking care of this thing. And
they were scared Co deasth at that point--they didn't want to

have a public meeting or & public appearance becausé they'd
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Just gotten cut of that VIW fiasco i Los Angeles and a great
big stadium that didn't £il1l. We did this thing, did it ail
in the capitol building. The mesting af the qovernors took
place in the governor's office. In crder to make j& easy, I
turneé my office into a banguet hall and we had lunch feor them

o my office across the hall.

BURG: Hera in bfown?

SMYLIE: Yes. And some place thore's a picture of Tke and
barl Warren sitting next to each other with me leaning over
the General handing him a bag of Idahe potstoes, This was
the one that hit the wire service, you know, typlieal Tdaho

Z1E£EM0 .

BURG: Right.

SMYLIE: And at four o'clock we had this very brief talk by
the General on the capitol sxeps, and there must have been twenty—

seven to thirty thousand pecple in the plaza,

BURG: Gopd Lord!

SMYLTE: It filled it from rim to rim, Standing up on the
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stairs, you couldn't see any vacant space in any of the

periphral directions.

BURBG: Whal breught out that kind of & crowd, governor? lWas

it because you--

SMYLIE: 'Ch, there was a bunch of drumfire, huot this was, wall,
first off everybody knew that it was going Lo be the only time
they were going to get a chance to see the guy in Idahe., You

can't waste that much horsepower on--and--

BURG: YThere would be no campaign trip—-

SMYLIE: There would be no other appezrance here and so, well,
Lhey came in from all over the state. Tt wos a real famous

SUCCEEE.

BURG: They must have been very pleased, very gratified,

SMYLIE: I think they were, yes. And then sometime , thiz was
like the 19th or the 20th of August. Tt's =lmost exactly this
same day. It was in this same time frame. And sbout the lst

of September I'd gone up to Priest Lake--that's way up in North
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Idaho on & horse ride that took me up to the Canadian border—-
and someplace up in the woods, why, I got a message from, that
they wanted me to call the Commodore in Hew York. Well I
finally got back down the Priest River and it was Bermingham
and he wanted to know how =con I conld get to Wew ¥york., That
Commodore staff had kind of sorted cut the country and had put
Bermingham in charge of everything in the West axcept California.
And so he wanted scmebody to work with him; wanted to know if

I would, And this was a kind of an eYes-and-cars lisison job
that T didn't get anything out of except expense money, but T
did a 1ot of running around, places like Albuguergue and Denver

and Fhoenix. Had 2 very interesting maeting down there.

Bud Kelland [Clarence Budington Kalland] had some money
that kelenged te the national commitltee and he wouldn't disgorge
it, he was the national committeesman from Arizona at the time.
Howard Pyle was governor. And Bermingham and I went down there
to Lry and shake that money loose, and we had dinner with he anpd
Maggie Rockwell up in his suite in the Hotel Adams, because we
wankted to kill two birds with one stone. T wanted Lo get Pyle
there and, if we eould, get the candidats far the Senate, who

wasgs Rarry Geldwater., wWell it was =il right for Pyle to coma,
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but Goldwater was too dangerously liberal, for Kelland,

BURG: Really!

EMYLIE: Yes. [Laughter)

SURG: Oh, Governor, that's incredible!

EMY¥LIE: Yes, this is true.

BURG: Honest to Pete. That must have eracked you up something

terrible.

SMYLIE: Yes. Well, of course I didn't know who Goldwaster was
in those days, but in reftrospect it cracks me up. AaAnd the,

Bteve Shaddegy who'd heen running, he'd run [Ernest W.)

McFarland's campaign, he was a professional campaign organizer,
and probably the best in the business in Arizona and Goldwater
hired him. But this was what 2pparantly browned Kelland off

a5 the--
BEURG: How much monay wasg thers, Governor, do you remember?

SMYLIE: About five grand. The whole problem was that--well we
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got it solved very casily. The General was then moeving aputh

from Seattle in a train through Oregon to San Francisco and—-
BURG: That would have been October '52.

SMYLIE: Yes. And so finally he told us, well we hadn't, "The
General hadn't even called 'the chief' up," mesning of course
[Aerbert] Hoover. BRnd Hoover was then at the Bohemizn Grove in
s8N Francisco--or in on the Russian River and it was very simple
matter Lo get in teuch with Fred Seaton someplace in Oregon and
the wires went out inviting Hoover 6 get on the train in

San Rafael and ride inte San Francisco, which he did.

BURG: Was there initially some guestion about whether they

should invite him, Governor?

SMYLIE: MHe, I don't think there was any cuestion. I think it
was just probably @ staff failura, really. If anybody'd asked
me in those days where was Hoover, T would say he wag in the

Waldorf. fThat's where you usually fourd him. AnRd instead af

that, why he wWas out camping out there in the GCrove,

BURG: The last living Republican President that vou pcould eall
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Orye==

SMYLIE: Yes, and I don't think that, except under tight
wraps, Lhat the General had been in any situation where he
could do anything about this, and by haopy cireumstance, he was

headed for 8an Francisco and there was bhe ex—-President .

BURG: Enrouto--—

SMYLIE: Yes. &And it worked oot and that made Bud happy, and

s0 he sent his money along.

BURG: For gosh sakes. B2And an interesting thing, too, Governor,

the relatively small sum of money,

SMYLIE: ©Oh, yes. Well it was, of course, by the Kind of sums
we've learpned to talk about these days, why, Lhe amount spent
on that campaign was aatronomically small. But $5,000 was = qogd,

round sum in those days.

BURG; 7Yes. Now during this work that you were doing, you're
more or less in contact with the campaign train if they're out

an the ocircuit.
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EMYLIE: Well we could get in touch with them if we wanted to
and what we did was-—from San Francisceo they went on to Los
Angeles and he came out of Los Angeles to Phoenix to Albuguergue
to Salt Lake, and we did a8 kind of a secondary advance routine.
They'd always have a memo on the train of things that'qg be
appropriate to mention, you know, little historiecal bits, this,
that and the next, who they hadn't ought to cverlook and whose
noze wag out of joint about what and whe could manage it. And
who we thought would be helpful and who was;, needed jacKing

up, and that szsert of thing.

BURG: Was Ed Tait doing any of the advance work?

sMYLIE: Yeg.

BURG: 8o you ran inte him occasiopally?

SMYLIE: Yes. Well mostly out on the West., I went East once
more, but this was for the purpose of, it was easier for meé to
go to New York thap it was for Bermingham, who was an older
gentleman, to get his entourage together and travel ocut here,

There @idn't seem to me to be much campaigning going en in
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Tdaho, and so I set up abput =ix or eight speeches ocut here
that, you know, on my own turf., And went around asnd made those
in the last two weeks in October, I think. But you didn't need
to make any speeches; he carried the state by sevenly-three

FercEnl,

BURG: But, you for a time there, were a bit concerned——

SMYLIKE: %o, I think nmationally that sometime along akout the
20th of octolber that election turned. It was widely =aid that
it was that speech in Detreit akout that he was going to go to
Korea, but there came a point, ocut here anyway, when they just

gdidn't believe adlai Stevenson.

BURG: I mes,

sMYLIE: All of a sudden it was starting to jell.

BURG: Now that is vyour chservatileon about Tdaho. Was it also

your ohservation--

sMYLIE: I think it was fairly general through the West,

BURG: --in the western states. And you had been in almost
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2ll of them,

SMYLIE: Yes. aAnd somehow they had a kind of a regervation

about his sincerity that vow could slmest fesl,

BURG: I see. HNow do vou suppose that that sense of humor of
his-—a very well knewn sense of humor—-—do you suppose that that

turned people of£7

SMYLIE: Well I think it was guite 2 bit too sophisticated for
general consumption. You know, you can't tell John Lindsay
ickes in West Yellowstone, they don't know him. A little too
polished, a little toe urbane. Tt might have gone well in

19560, but not in 1952 Bomehow,

BURG: T see. I appreciate having that comméent. Let me ask
you this: When vou first were introduced te the General in

Denver, was that a private meeting, Governor, or were——

SMYLIE: No, I was just teiken in the door and introduced as
the attorney general of Idaho and that I was being helpful and
we passed--we didn't even sit down asm a matter of Tact. Bat I

spent most of my time with Fred Seaten.



Robert E. Smylie, 8~-18-75 Poge 37

HURG: How did Eisenhower strike vou on that first, very brief

meeting?

SMYLIE: ©h, as magnetic as I thought he would he,

BURG: Really?

EMYLIE: Yesg.

BURZ: He came across that well.

SMYLIE: Well he came across like gangbusters. Just real impressive
personality. I didn't wieit with him long enough,; as a m=atter

of fact, never in all of the times I saw him, long encugh to ever
get to the place where you're discussing issues or something like
that. I thought he probably had better ways Lo waste his Lime

than doing that with me and to attempt te do it would have been

intdulging in self-Fflattery.

BURG: Lol me put it te you ancther way then, governor. On the
occasions where vou were with him, vyou, by then, had had a number
of years in Republican politics—-did you have any reservations

about him?
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SMYLIE: No, I don't think 50, I was in 1952 inclined to be
quite a pragmatist. I thought that if we didn't elect a

President, why it was aoing te he pretty tough.

BURG: You had much company in 1952 in Lhat belief, from other

Republicans,

SMYLIE: Yes. He was cbviously a man of demonstrated ability.
I might have had some reservation about how much he knew ahout
Lhe United States. But as it turned gut, he densed the Uniled
States in a sort of a visceral way, 1 think, He knew about it
without knowing the facts and figures, which i perhaps as

important as a whol2 bunch of minutiae.

BURG: Was it your cbservation that he did this and did it

rather accurate ly?

EMYLIE: I bkhink so.

BURG: You don't recall instances where you thought, "My God,

man, you have misjudged your own country hadly.®

SMYLIE: I don't think so. He seemed to me to sense what T
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think was a pretty wide-spread feeling, that Ehey had run awful
far awful fast for an awful long time and they'd like te rest
under the trees for a while, In agther words, there was that

going in the eountry.

BURG: The idea that this woild be a pericd of four YEArS Or

poseibly eight yesrs of regroup and reorganize.

SMYLTIE: Yes, get things sguared sway. Even as much as had heen
written by that time, there wasn't much that the general publie
eould really know about his conduct of the European campaign.

They knew in detail that he'd won the war and that was it.

BURG: If Lhey'd read Crusade in Burope, why they'd have his gwn

FECaunt of how.,

SMYLIE: Yes, but there wasn't any great bedy of information
dvailable for wide puhlie dissemination--that was pretiy early

on before the days of paperbacks, vou know.

BURG: Yes, right.

SMYLIE: and for some feason or ether hard hoeoks were out of

style about that same pericd in time. The television was just
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beginming. T don't think we had television in Idaho in '52—-7T
kriow wa @idn't, becanse '54 was the first campaign year it was
used--so that everything you got was by radio. He came here in
1262 when I was running for governor the third time, and T gueEs
Bryce Harlow was travelling with him. Bryce called me from

S4n Francisco and asked me what I wanted the general to say.

[ said, "I didn't want him to say anything." T 'said, "Just get

him out of that Jet Star; put his hands in the air =nd smile."

BURS: And that will de it.

oWMYLIE: Yes. And that 4id it.

BURG: The television broadeasting all over the state, that'il

be sure to do it,

SMYLIE: Yes, it just turned that airport crowd on just like

noething in the world, you know.

BURG: TI'11 bet. 1I'11 bet it did. Now let me ask vou this. One
criticiam freguently advanced about the wan was that he simply
had no political savwy. Would that be a judament you would make,

naving seen him during this campaign period for example? And
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if yvou wish-=-

SMYLIE: No, he knew exactly how to do it on the campaign trail.
Wnere he lost savVvy was that, I think, very aften his =tkaff

cverprotected him.

URG: During the eight years of the administration?

SMYLIE: Yes., And he would peglect knowing something about
pPeople that he ought to have known, but this is only a failure

of staff. Nobody can have 21l that information in their head.

BURG: 5o a sensitive individual--—

SMYLIE: Yes, rcould get turped off or hurt. Well a good example
of that iz, T think it was in 1956, I went in and told Sherman
adams that they were beginming to mutter in the Republican
governors that nobody'd been invited Lo the White Hause, ‘which

nobaody had.

BURG: As late a=s 19%&,

SMYLIE: Yes. And so they laid on a luncheon. They flew us a1l

up from Williamsburg, where we'd been ak a governors' conference,
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for a luncheon with Ike., I can't remember whether it was
Sherman or Fred Seaton that T said this to, but I said, "I
thought it would be advantagecus if they'd start mending some
fences in that department pretty socon now."™ And he had his

friends in the governorships, like Arthar Langlie, and--

BUHG: From Washington. Den Yhornton.

sMYLIE: Dan Thornten and people like that. And it would opeocur
to me that he would have thought that he'd heen seeing governors,

vou Know,

BURG: Maybe. And Sherm Adzms, of course, had been one,

SMYLIE: Y¥es. But the pegple that were not in that sort of a
fix with him were alsc governors, you krow, and most of them

from small states, but have noswes none the less.,

BURG: Y¥es, that could get out of jaoint.

SMYLIE: Yes; that's right!

BURG: And did!l
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SEMYLIE: Yasg.

BURG: Tet me ask yvyou: In the campaign staff--and then we'11l
move to that White House staff--in a campaign staff, and this
would be purely your cwn subjective Judgment, but which of

those people did you feel was absolutely first-classe, perhaps

outatanding in the work they were doing?

SMYLIE: ©Oh, I thought his knowledge of the party and people,
largely because he's been through all the bewey things, Tom
Stephens was @ great hand. He knew who thae bodies were. I

don't think Tom was any great intellectuaal giant, but the bits
and pigces of keeping a train running, you know, kKeeping peaplsa
flowing--Tom was sxcellant., I thought Fred Seaton was execellent.
Governor Adams wes sp frosty that, until vou dot to know him

real well, it was kind of a tough enterprise.

BURG: Did you get the impression from the contacts vou had
that there would be Stephens and Seaton who pretty well had
that campaign train mebilized and moving, with Adams perhagps

rlaying a secondary role?
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GMYLIE: ©Oh, Adams, he stayed in Denver a lot, a5 I remember it.
But Seaton and Stephens were almest always there., And, of eourse,
Loth of them had been through the political wars which was a-=
Seaton had been in the Senate and had been national committeeman
from Nebraska and in the Nebraska stste senate. And Tom had

been through both the '44 and '48 pewey campaigns and had a2 much
broader appreciation of who people were out this way anyway.

I couldn't judge that once you get east of the river, I got

some overplay from pecple in Iowa whom I knew. Bubt theose are

the two that I would pick out as Lhe star cnes.

BURG: How Frank Carlson was also on that btrain from time to

Eime.

SMYLIE: Yes. And he knew his way around, there's ng auestion

about that.

BURG: Senator frem Kansas. And any other names that come to
vour mind as being stand-oobts? ©Or T can give yoeu aneother lead,
too, governor. Anyone who bhletted their copybogks so thoroughly

that it came to your sttention during that period of Lime?
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SMYLIE: I wouldn't knew who this was, who might have made

the decision, but at one point in time they had Ieft out of

the salt Lake visit, what is almost the ceremonizl call on

the head of Main Street--you know, it's the headguarters of the
church and if you're a presidential candidate ¥Oour gd up there

and say helle. You don't stay long, but--

BURG: Would it have been McKay at that time?

SMYLIE: Yes, David Q. [Head of the Mormon Churich)

BURG: Yes, probably.

SMYLIE: And we got that corrected, but they were going to use
the Tabernacle that night for the speach and te have net gone

#nd pEid your rent would have been--

BURG: HNobedy touched beses-—

SMYLIE: Well, we got cleared up, it never surfaced, but if
that had ever happened, it would have been a bad merk of the

worst order.

BURG: Indeced it would have. I'm a 1little surprised that it

[

went as far sz it 4Aid.
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SMYLIE: Well it was sonehody who didn't YXnow and 1'§ zlways
haliway suspected Sherman as, you know, planéd's got its wheels

down at 3:30 and you geot, the Liming thing--

BURG: Yes, twenty-five minutes to get from X to Y.

EMYLIE: Yes. TIb's conceivable, they start cutting things out
snd if wa didn't quite know exactly what David o. McKay was,

you Know, 'Cause he ain't just a man.

BURG: I'm a westerner and that kind of an oversight kind of
apnalles me.

Let me ask you about the White House staff itself. Now,
of course, Adams you would know wvery well, But heaw about that
staff and your experiences with them. Who were the standouts

on - Bhat atafEr

AMYLIE: Well, ==

BURG: Stephens; of course, was there.

SMYLIE: Stephens was therg--—

BURG: Adams was thers,
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SMYLIE: —~=and Adams and Seaton.,

BURG: [James C.] Hagertbty.

SMYLIE: Hagerty. I didn't know Hagerty as well as T knew the
rest of them. I'd always made it a kind of & point not to
bother them it I didn't have scmething to bother them with, And
so I would cccasionally see zome of them elsewhere than in the
White House. Like Stephens knew where the Csrlton Botel was,
and that's where I usually stayed., By that time Ann Whitman

was bthere, I think.

BURG: Ah, ves. I didn't realize you knew her.

SMYLIE: Yes. Mostly when I'd go to see them 1L was to try to
get someé swimming pool funded at the Mountain Home Air Force

Bage, or something like th=at.

BURG: Oh, really?

EMYLIE: FReal chores.

BURG: The big issues were the cnes that you cdealt with, I s=e,
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SMYLIE: And now Senater Dworshak, who was then in the Senate,
was on the appropriations committee and he'd meke s=o W@ Ty
fpeeches at some of thesé budget officers that there were things
he didn't dare go down there and ask for, so we sorted out Uhe
cesponsibility and I'd go ask for the things that he couldn't

ask far.
BURG: And I had in mind great burning issues in the West.

SMYLIE: Well, ocecasionally. But those were pretty well spoken
to by Senator Dworshak and he was in, both senior on Interior
and Appropriations [committees] by that time, and wasn't any

point in burdening the atmosphere with mare oratory.

BURG: But Tom Stephens would make it a point to come down and

see you when you were in bown? n-“@x
7 %
'_F 'I_l

o

SMYLIE: Yes, well it gets to be 5:00 6'clock cccasionally.
BURG: Yes, thank God!

SMYLIE: When I had anp errand to ran, why I'd@ normally talk

with either Governor Adams or Mr, Seaton, Scnator Seaton. Then
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in due course I became guite cleose friends with Bob Andersen

who lLecame secretary of the treasury after Mr. Humphréy left,

RURG: 1 see, How did that rcome abouat?

EMYLIE: Well, he was the Cabinet chairman of the Jeoink Cahipst-
Governors' Conference Committee on Federal-State Relations that

foreran the Advisory Commission.

BuRG: I see. So vou mel him throwugh that.

EMYLIE: Yes, in those meetings. Oh, it's been three or four

Years since I saw him, but he was a very impressive person.

BURG: What particularly impressed you zbout him?

SMYLIE: Oh, his ability to handle staff; his ability to use
information that had been gotten, cbviously, in useable form
for him, and his patience at trying bto work at a thing that's
almost unworkable, you know. What we were really to get

started was some machinery for unraveling the bureaucracy and

they're still talking about it.
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BURG: There have been many, many efforts made before your
time and after. But I want to get to that, but I want to go
back Loo and pick up your own campaign for the geovernorship, which

comes theén in '54.,
EMYLTE: TIn '54, VEas.
BURG: Whe talked to you about running for Lhat position?

SMYLIE: Oh, guite a fow peaple around the state. But nobody

ever gels urged to run for governor: they urge themseslves,
BURG: FReally?

SMY¥LIE: ‘Yes, I presume that it might have happened, but I

think mayke this latest——Trumbull in Connecticut, iﬂﬁx)
+

=

BURG: Well I just wondered if anyone had

[Interruption]

BURG: 1 could see where that could be a difficult thing if
Jordan steps up and the lieutenant governor is not perfectly

satisfactory to everyone. BAnd evidently this was true in the
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SMYLIE: ©h, yes, he was., T had by this time announced. and
Governor Jordan couldn't succaed himself, 'There was @ barrier

in the constitution in those days which-—

BlIRG: Was it 2 threg—-torm limitation?

SMYLIE: No, it was a one-term limitation,

BURG: Oh, really. T see.

SMYLIE: Tn my first speech on the state of the atate, I asked
for the submission of an amendment to do away with that and it
wag done in the '56 @lection. To really understand that you
have to go back to the vounger element in the party that had

decided in '52 that the real target was the governorship. at

that point in time I don't think anybody'd really made any
decision or had dene much thinking about who because there ware
two or three younger guys that might feasibly have mancuvered
themselves into position. But T was atterney general and in a
position to generate news and begin to build a power base. By
the time it arrived why thetre wasg a mayor of Coesur D'Alene who
was relatively little known and ran third and there was farmer

Congressman John Sanborn who was sixty=-five. And at that time
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I was thirty-nine, and the comparison worked ocut well, and
happily we got through it without enough scars so that we

couldn't put it pretty well back together.

BURG: Was it a pretlty rough campaign?

SMYLIE: Yes, I thought it was. There were some things that T
thought ought te be done that hadn't been being done in the
Jordan years and he prokakly had some resentment of zome of
the things I said because he hadn't done them, you know. In

other words, to urge their doing was implicitly critieal.

BURG: Did he have a legislature that would have assizted him

in doing these things?

SMYLIE: ©Oh, ves, he had a two-thirds majority in both houses

the last Eime around the track.

BURG: That ought to have done it.

SEMYLIE: Yas.

BURG: In the American system.
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SMYLIE: Y¥Yes. No, I think Governor Jordan had some bad advice
on his first budyet and got himself in trouble with a lot of
people, and then tried to get out of it and didn't ever guite
make it. I'm not sure that he eould have been re-elected even

if he could have run; although he probably thinks otherwise.

BURG: Was it the priorities established for the pext budget

that people guarrelled with?

SMYLIE: ¥es, in ether words he'd been a littlae too penurioos
with education znd he hadn't been as actively aggressive in
trying to help the municipalities moet up to some of the two

decades of abandoned problems that they were faced with.

BURG: Yes, you had a reputaticn along the west coast for

terribly Iow teachers' salaries; even after the Depression

years they remained low.

SMYLIE: Yes. Up until 1955 they'd never fully funded the
state formula for poblic scheol education. And that was one
of the things I said I was going te da. Well he hadn't done

it, and we got a poll done that was kind of an issues oriented
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pell and it was obvious from the results of that Lhat T Ehink
sixty-six percent of them named public school education as the
number cne problem. With that kind of information vou knew

you had the nipple.

BURG: Yesg, yeu had the right issue,

SMYLIE: Yes. &And so we just kept drumming or it, T laid down
about four major speeches that were really the skéleton of the
total campaign. The fellew that the Democrats nominated was =
man named Clark Hamilton, and he just waan't a television person-
ality. And I was the first cendidate, I think, in Idaho ever

to use television in a political campsign. We didn't have any
senators Tunning in 1954, so it was pretty ezsy to get to ke the
lead guy. Then I started deoing this series of five minute
broadeasts that were to all intents and purposes ad liblked from

on camera. You had almost a captive audience in those days: it
was a new thing. And this other fellow just couldn't handle

the mediam at all.

FURG: Did most of the programming originate here in Boise?
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SMYLIE: WNe., There were btwo staticons here in Boise and one in
Idaho Falls 2nd one station here got into the west half of
Twin Falls county, which is about halfway across the stats,
and the Idaho Falls station'd get almost that far west. You
weren't getting total eceverage, but you were getting pretty

ddegquate coverage.

BURG: How zhaut the north?

SMYLIE: Well you could buy Spokane, but the rate card was
too expensive. You'd have to pay ene hundred percent of

their rate card for five percent of the audience.

BURG: B8So Coeur D'RAlene is basically what you have up there

and-—

SMYLIE: Y¥es. Cosur D'Alene, fandpoint, Lewiston, and T
don't think they had a &able down in Lewiston yet. Lewiston's

down in a cup you know and--so Spokane wouldn't reach it anyway.

BIIRG: &o the bulk of the state's population's down here along

the valley and you were reaching that.
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SHMYLIE: Yes. You could reach it there. In 19%8 T ran for
re-clection. They got the right-to-werk thing on the ballot,

and that murdered everybody except me. 1 wen oy 50.1 percent,

BukG: 50.11

SMYLIE: Yes. And lost both houses of the legislature,

BURG: But you were in for a four year term, sa there was no

way you could use the election of '56 to help vou.

SHMYLTIE: Mo, bo.

BURG: MNWe riding in on anyone's coattails,

EMYLIE: No, ner was there in '62.

EURG: Yesy yeg;, I zee.

SMYLIE: In "62 I had the Cuban crisis, mid-stream in the

campalign,

BURG: Parl of the work that you did dealt with federzl-state
relations. When wetre you approached on that:; and how was the

approach made?
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SMYLIE: Well Bill Stratton was elected chairman of the governors"
conference at the Williamshburg conference in Virginia in 1956,
and the President had made a speech shout federal-state relations

and proposed the formation of some sort of a committeo,

BURG: Nothing existed up to that time, formally as a body

within the execulbive branch.

SMYLIE: No. In response to that, we put tegether a governcrs'
conference commilbtee on federal-state relations, and Bill
appointed me te be a member of it, This is 1956. fThen I think
it was akoulk 19-—, maybe Lhe year after that we had a, no that
was in '55. In '56 I came to Williamsburg and

suggestad the formation of this, or maybe it was '57. Anyway,
it was a jeint Cabinet-woverncrs' conferonce committee, and I
got tapped to be chairman of the governors' side of it. and
Bob Rnderson, &8 I suggested earlier, was the Cabinet secrétary

who was chairman on that side.
BURG: How many members of this group? Do yvou recall? k ¢J

SMYLIE: I think there were five gn cach =z=ide. Maurice Stars
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was on that committee and scmewhere in my records I'd have the

membkership of it, but--—

BURG: Was Donglas Price on it?

EMYLIE: Yes,

BUEG: Dowiglas R. Price,

SMYLIE: Yes. &And Frank Bain, of course, was active in it., He
'

was then the executive secretary of the governors! cenference.

I think I got to be chairman because the 'S5 electione weren 't

kind to us in the governors' chairs. And 'S8 was warse. Can't

remember, sometime along the Iine, the recommendation for the

establishment of an advisory commission came out of this

compittee and in due course the legislation was Enacted, [L-
H.] Fountain had the committee going in the House of Represent-
atives. It was looking at the same thing at the same time, and
Fountain was on that original--we used to invite Fountain to

the meetings of this joint committee.

BURG: How often would the joint committes mest?



Foberct E. Smylie, 8-18-73 Page 59

SMYLIE: Oh, it met about four times a year.

BUURG: ©Oh,. really? As often as that?

SMYLIE: Yes, usually a day-long meeting.

BURG: And the site of that meeting--was it in the White House?

SMYLIE: HNo, normally we had it in theé--can't remember what they

called that room--but it was a room in the Carlton Hatel,

BORG: T see. Now let me pul this gunestion te you: Since you
were in virtwally at the dgutset, what did the committee feel
were the most sensitive areas in federal-state relations, the

priority probleiis that had to be aired?

SMYLIE: Well the priority problem was essentially to try and
figure out some way to get the-—zome of these problems that we
thought could Le handled more adequately at the lecal level,

Fack to the lpcal lewel but that, in our thinking, reguired a
concurrent surrender of revenue spurce by the federal government.
In ather words, zome way to fund them. And we did begin to

start talking even in those days about revenue sharing as we
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know it today. But initially the end we had heen directed to,
precice taxes that could be identified as producing =-dollars
in revenue, and of course Anderson was #lways trying to halance
the budget, and succeeding Letter than mostE, Buat He wasn't
Anxious to give up something without being able te take it off

Ehe other side of the ledger,

BURG: Do you suppose he'd been put in the position simply
becavse of his work in the federsl government; that he would

shepherd federal revenucs?

SMYLIE: ¥es, well of course if I'd been in his Fosition I

would have done the same thing.

the Pregident truly wanted o nove things back down to state
level it might have been batter to put sevme cther Cabinet

cfficer——

SMYLTIE: I think it might well have bLoen.

BURG: I wonder if Eezra Taft Benson might have been s betier

choioe,
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EMYLIE: But the thing that really defeated most efforts was
what was thought, I think, certainly by the federal buresucracy
to bhe a fact-~that the state and local govermments @iédn't have
the ecapakility to do some of the things that were being done,

or neseded to be done., MNow that wag heginning to turn azround

by that time. State governments were getting to the place where
they had staff that was just as capable =23 many federal astaff

penple,

BURG: Alsg it was not a case of the federal types fesling that

'Y

the states didn't have the acenomic respurces, hut rather they

didn"t hawve the human rescurces Lo run such programs.

SMYLIE: Y¥Yes, and in many areas this was a valid ebjeclion,

BURG: Areas--ky that you mean gecgraphiec areas.

SMYLIE: Yes. Well the guy I had runnimg my emplovment security
agency, which is the employment security program, uneémployment

comp and the esmployment service, was a splendidly talented person--
2o much so that whenever Wilbur Mills wanted to have an expert

on unemployment compensation legislaticn that was not out of the
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Depsrtment of the Labor, why he hollered fop Fred garrett. But

that wasn't the case across the counlsy.

BURG: Where were the weakest FEQLONS?

SMY¥LIE: DBh, in many of the sccial programs, the southern stateg
and in the big labor states, where in the unemploymant compenszation
Program where labhor had been permitted to dominate lhat bProgram

too heavily, why most of those funds were in trouble by 1959,

BURG: And not, you felt, under capable administraticn,

SMYLIE: Yes, that's right. wWell we'd cranked on our additienal
taxes esrly on and we'd gone to the thirteen additicnal week
thing on our state statute long before it was authorized by the
Congress. As a matter of fact, what they finally did in the

Congress pretty well was copied after the Tdaho statule,

SURG: HNow governor, I meant to ask you something and I neglected
to, and it may be an ignorant question. Are we talking about

a bipartisan committee or are we talking strictly shout--

EMYLIE: Mo, it was bipsrtisan.
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BURG: Bipartisan.

SMYLIE: ExXcept that the Domocratic goveérnors would tend to
look at the President's cabinet members as Republicans, you

know, They were in faect, serving & Republican President.

BURG: Did that, in your estimation, hamper the work of the

governors on the Commiticse?

SMYLIE: Ho, I don'lt believe zo, You'd have to lock at that

joint committee primarily as exploratory. In other words, I AT
far

never was very convinced that we were going to gek a great :
deal accomplished. It waen't going to be the millennium, but
at least you might ke able to lay the foundations for something.
And I think the advisory commission now existing, which was an
outgrowth of this joint committee, pretty well--it had 2s much
te do with moving this revenue-szharing program forward and

into effect in fact as any other single ageney:. T think we'd
have got that done with Lyndon Jolmson's second budget--the

Great Society budget, '66; no, '65, if it hadn't been for the

fact that somebody telked abeout it too socon.
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BURG: ©Oh, really?

SMYLIE: Well, you know, he had a great tendency to have te

eriginate the idea or it was no damned good.

BURG: %¥es, T remeémbaer that. Somebody blabbed that.

SMYLIE: Yes.

BURG: I =ee. I dida't kpnow that. HNHow did the group function
undor its second name Lthrauvgh bthe Eizenhower sdministration

then? It had--=

SMYLIE: I believe so, yes. And I think that that ACIR [Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental REelations] legislation was
enadcted in, T helieve it was 'S8 or '5%9, eomething like that.

I'd have to check that back.

BURG: I see. HNow how long <&id wvou remdin in Ehis-—

SMYLIE: Well I was on the advisory commission until T left the
governorship in January of '67. Appointed by Eisenhower and

reappointed by Kunneﬂy and Johnson.

BURG: HWow during that span of time, as you look back at it
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from the moment you came on till the time you left, 4id vou
see advances being madeé? That is, were you satisfisd with Che

rate of growth and influence of this particalasr committee?

SMYLIE: Well I think I'd say that ite primary usefulness has
been the amassing of a very great body of knowledge zbout how
some of these things function and about the problems of state
and local governments that did nobt exist thereteofore. I think
its major accoemplishment probsbly has got to be the revenue

sharing program,

BURG: Any notable failures? Things, that at least in your

estimation, really ought to have gene farther and did not?

SHYLIE: Well, its basic failure is structural. Its just
holy writ that this can't bhe an executive arm of the government
in the office of the President, which is where it's physically
located and operate with the President's disapproval. And so
that iT the budget officer on that commission votes ne, why.
that's a message. You just have tp assume that the President's

not for it.
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BURG: Let me ask you this becapse I think it grows out of
that--perhaps you already answered it in part when you spoke

of TLyndon Johnson. Was it YOur impression as we move firom
Republican administration in 'e1 inte Democratie administrations
that less preoaress was made? Or did it seem to ¥You that things

kept movipng?

SMYLIE: Well in the Kennedy yEars not much was accomplizhed
simply hecaose of the faet, T Ehink, that there wasn't anybody

in the White House who was really interested in the thing as a

device., I think Fd Muskie finally got them interested, but this
didn't really ccocur until John=on was President, and then Parris
Bryant came in in a kind of a liaison job hetween the covernors
and the White House and it sgain began to become sort of an

effective forum, at lezst.

EURG: Bui Mr. Kennedy didn't seem to tske the interest in it

that--

SMYLIE: Ne. I think that'd he a fair statement.

BURG: I presume Mr. Eisenhower did—-—
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SMYLTE- Teg,

BURG: =-and Mr. Johnson did.

SMYLIE: Yes., But in both instances I think their interest was
born of a wery real appreciation on the part of both of them of
the fact that sooner or later vyou're geing to hawve to do something

te sort put this system.

BURG: That is Eisenhower Aand Johnson.

SMYLIE: Yes. And, with all Sue respect to the late President,

he had barely begun to understand Lhe govoernment I think,

BURG: Mr. Hennedy.

SMYLIE: Yes, in the face of some rather tremendous problems
sbroad. But he came to the presidency with no exeecutive

experignce and very littile experience of the peculiar wWay in
which this system works., He'd had no experience that would
really give him any deep learning in that area. And that's

not meant as a criticism; not everybody moves to the same road.



Rebert E. Smylie, B-18-75 Page &8

BURG: Y¥es. You've already spoken words of Praise of Robert
Anderson and the kind of man that he was. Does anyone alse
stand out in your mind on that cemmitiee for the effectiveness
of their leadership on the committee, their contributions tp

ita work?

SMYLIE: Well I think that 1'g have to say that Maurice Stans
had a very effective role. Heo wag then chief of the affice of
the budget. And I think %He was really trying to make =ome

progress,
BURG: He impressed you,
SMYLIE: Yeg,

BURG: How aliout out of ¥Your own ranks?®

SMYLTIE: Well, Bill Stratton warked -hard at it, he was govarnor
of Tllinois. BAfter 1958 Nelson was on that commission, and he

worked hard at 1it.

BURG: Nelszsan —-7
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SMYI:IE Rockefeller,

BURG: Nelson RockeTeller, vqu stayed on it and coulg Presum-
ably have gotten off it any time You wanted to; so I assgme

that this was a pretty strong interest of yours,

SMYLIE: v¥Yes, Well it was g Btrong interast: ip dddition to
that it wasz ap Oprortunity to brush elbows with ‘some fairly

fascinating peaple,

BORG: Yes, T weuld imagine. I ecpuld quite uwnderstand that,
Row, you've told me that you left the gevernor's chair in 1967.

Was there some kind of statutory 1imit gn--

EMYLIE: No. I was Sefeated in the primary. 7T was retired

by popular demand.

BURG: It came tg ¥ou a8 it comes tg all ME.

EMYLIE: Yes, that's raght.

BURG: &And then vou entered inte private law practice here in

Bolige?
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SMYLIE: Yeas,

BURG: And still at it: No strong urge to retire.

SMYILIE: No. I'm not sixty-five yet, and won't he for a few

Years.,

BURG: May T ask what this practice largely concerns itself

wilth? Is it 2 corporate kind of practice?

SMYLIE: Yes, primarily corporate law with heavy omphasis on
commercial law. We represent two or three banks, ‘@an insurance
company, and de a fair amopunt of estate and trust planning.
And a couple of retdil establishments--do gquite a bit of work
with Chrysler Motors in' litigation that arises oot hére. From
time to time run soma errands for I.T.T. [International

Telephone and Telegraph] and for Bl Paso Natural Gas.

BURG: De you envision & roeturn to politics?

SHMYIIE: HNo, I don't believe se. I think I'm:a little too gld
to think about that any more. And I don't mean that Lo =ay that

I'm old, but the public preofile as far as age ia concerned is
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about twenty years below me. [Laughter] No, it's a vexry real

fact.

BURG: T understand., Yeo

SMYLIE: I say that not with any bitterpess, If 1'd been
really smart I supposze I would have not appointed Jordan to Lhe
senate and gone myself, but I'm not sure that I would have bhesn
any happier. I think I would have been guite frustratoed in

the Senate,

BURG: You really think so?

SMYL:IE: ¥Yes. No, the difference beatween--well the current
governor of Idaho is a Demccrat, hut when vou've been governor,
why there's a fairly limited club and there aren't very many
people an incurbent governor can talk to about things in general.
and he gccasionally talks with me, and one of the first things

T gaid to him was that T trusted that he wouldn't get overawed
with the fact that he'd been ‘in the state senateé--that in very
due course he would know where the enemy was-—they were upstairs.

[Laughter] You can make things happen--
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BURG: Y¥es, that's right.

EM¥LIE: --in & governorship.

BURZ: A senator has got to find ninety-nine colleagues or

nNowevVErD maEny.

SMYLIK: Yes. Mra. Phupy's Debating Scciety.

EURG: Well, Governor, fhank you so0 much for your time today.




	Smylie_Robert_E_355
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 001
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 002
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 003
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 004
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 005
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 006
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 007
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 008
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 009
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 010
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 011
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 012
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 013
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 014
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 015
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 016
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 017
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 018
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 019
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 020
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 021
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 022
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 023
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 024
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 025
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 026
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 027
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 028
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 029
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 030
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 031
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 032
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 033
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 034
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 035
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 036
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 037
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 038
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 039
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 040
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 041
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 042
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 043
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 044
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 045
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 046
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 047
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 048
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 049
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 050
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 051
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 052
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 053
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 054
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 055
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 056
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 057
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 058
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 059
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 060
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 061
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 062
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 063
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 064
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 065
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 066
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 067
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 068
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 069
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 070
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 071
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 072
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 073
	Smylie_Robert_E_355 074

