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This interview is being conducted with Mr, Robinson MeIlvaine

in hig office in Washington, D.C., on July, 7, 1978. The
interviewer is Dr. Thomas Soapes. Present for the interview are
Mr, McIlvaine and Ur. Socapes.

DR. SOAPES: Would you briefly summarize vour career for me up

to 1852, the beginning of the Eisenhower Administration?

HE. McIlVAIEE: Yes, Well, I graduated freom Harvard inm 1935,

I worked in a MNew Yoark advertising agengy for a while, I worked
for the Republican Mational Committee, and then I went into the
Navy in 1941. After that, in "4&6, I bought a country weekly
newspaper in Downington, Fennsylvania, and I was the editor and
publisher of that 'til some time later. In 1952 then Senator

Duff of Pennsylvania persuaded me to take leave from the news-—
paper and help start an Eisenhower-for-Presidency campaign. I

was involved in that uwntil General EBiseahower was elected President,
I went back to the newspaper. Thenw I returned later on, and I
think it was sometime in early '53, to be Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Public Affairs. Does that bring us to where

wa want to--7

SOAPES: Yea, What role did you play in the election campaign?

MoILVAINE: I =set up the headguarters of the Eisenhower-for-

President Committee in the Shoreham Hotel in Washington. And
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before we even @t the furniture in I went off to New Hampshire

to try and get an organization geing there for the New Hampshire
primary. &nd I interviewed one Sherman Adams and persuaded him
to be on General Eisenhower's side, and then we got other people
involved and I came back down to Washington and generally ran
that office with Wes Roberts, who was a very close associate of
Senator [Frank] Carlson. You may recall that at that time there
was the committee of three Senaters, [Benry] Cabot Lodge [Mass-—
achusetts], James Duff [Pennsylwvanial, and Frank Carlscn [Kansas],

who had sort of started the official movemant.
SORPES: And with whom did you work most closely in the campaign?

MocILVAIME: With Wes Roherts,

SOAPES: With Wes Hoberts., Now in this office that was down

here you were concerned with what aspects of the campaign?

MeILVAINE: Well, it was mestly--it was delegate hunting at first.
Well, I did all kinds of nuts and bolts, like running a speakers

bureay and othar odds and ends, mainly administrative.

SOAPES: What were the major problems: that you ran into in the

delegate hunting?
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McILVAINE: I think the major problem was that within the
Republican Party at that time the opposition was the [Robert Al

Tatft people, and they had most of the old pros and therefore

mosl of the access,

SOAPES: Access to?

McILVAINE: To party officials--
SOAPES: Te party offieials,

McILVAINE: --arowund the country, ves.

S0APES: Wa well as to finance?

McILVAINE: Well, oddly enough 1 think that the Eisenhower appeal
certainly was so tremendous that I don't--I was not involwved in
the financing of the Eisenhower thing, but it is my impression that

our financial boys didn't have too much trouble,

SUAPES: Were you then involved after the nomination in the

campaign itself?

McILVAIRE: Yes. I went back to my newspaper and then came back

down to Washington again in, oh, maybe a month after the convern-
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tion. I can't remember the exact dates now and worked at the
national headquarters and was in charge of a region. I ean't

evan rememnber which one it was. I guess it was the east.

SOAPES: Did vou have much contact then with Adams and Lodge

and the other people who were—--72

McILVAINE: Well, I did in the pre-conventicon part. Fot much

in the post-convention part.

SOAPES: Who wera you working with then in thea post-convention

period?

MelLVAINE: Well, let's sea, the chairman was then

Summer field, wasn't it?

SOAPES: Arthur Summerfield.

MeILVAINE: Yes, And once again I was working with Wes Roberts.

SOARPES: The various issues in the campaign-—--of oourse, foreigno
policy, Korea, and the corruption and communism issues--which of
those was the strengest issue that you felt Eisenhower had going

for him?
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McILVAINE: You mean which did he persconally--

SOAPES: Which was striking the meost responsive cord in the area

in which you were working?

McILVAINE: ©Oh, vou mean which one do I think was most effective

with vokters.

SOARPES: Yag,

McILVAINE: My perscnal view is that it was a combination of
many, many years of the Democratic Farty and time for a change.
5o sach one of those things had a little element in it, but
Fasically the thing that was counting was the fact that there'd

bean how many years--I've forgotten now--but guite a long time--

GOAPES: Since 1932, Twenty years,

MeILVAINE: --since 1932 since there'd been a change in parties,
And that plus the fact that you had a national hero as a candidate
made it a lot easier. Of course, the reason 1 was where I was was
that 1 felt that it would take somebody like that to get the

Republicans pack in.
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SOAPES: Had you worked in Republican politics prior to--?

McILVAIKE: Yes, I had. And 1 was the assistant to the chairman
of the Hational Committee from "38 to '40 through the [Wendell]

Wilkie campaign.
SOAPES: Had you beern one of the Wilkie-ites?

MeILVATNE: No, I was sscratary to the chairman--or assistant to
the chairman—--who's name was John Hamilton before Wilkie., But
I was very anthusiastic for Wilkie, too, but I didn't come in

at that stage. I came in bafore.

SOAPES: You took an appointment dealing with the Caribbean

Compmission.

MeILVAINE: Yas,

SOAPES: What was the function of the Caribbean Commission?

McILVAINE: The Caribbean Commission was a sort of a tiny little
capsule united nations of the nonself-governing territeries in
the Caribbean. That meant for the U.S., Puerto Rico, and the

Virgin Islands; for the British, places like Jamaica, Frinidad,
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ete., and many other islands, including British Honduras way
arcund on the Gulf of Mexieco; for the French it meant Martinigue
and Guadeloupe; Bnd for the Dutch, Surinam and Aruba and Curacao.
Let's see, did I mention the--anyway it was an organization of
colonies of the Prench, British, Dutch, and U.S5. And it was
largely engaged in developmental activities, technical assistanca,
and so on and so forth. &nd it met twice a yvear--once in Trinidad
where it had it's headguarters and then six months later in one

of the different territories. This was very much a part-time job,
I just went to these two meetings & year and had to do some paper-
work in between. 1 did thie while I was Deputy Assistant

Secratary of State for Public Affairs.

SE0APES: One of the problems that State Department was facing
at that time was the charges of Joe McCarthy., How did you feel
that that was impacting on the State Department on the career

service?

MocILVAINE: Oh, it was devastating., It was very bad.

SOAPEE: Did vou feel that the State Department was giving sufficient
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Support to its career officers who were under fire?

MeILVAINE: As I look back on it now, I don't think so. Ko.

If you--I don't know whether vou-—how much yoag recall that atmog-
phere, but it was pretty hairy with Joe MeCarthy swinging aroung,
I remember, for example, after 511 1 was there as 5 part of the
new régime, I remember z long-time administrative officer 4in

the Department who was working for me came to me about a4 parti-
cular case and said, ¥oU know, "Thig ig Just rank injustice,

Isn't there scmething you ean do about it?" Apg 1 locked intg

it and this fellow had already been sugpended, and it turned oyt
that he had a name similar to somebody else who did have CoOmmunis:
conrections. And, vou know, fils whole career had been practically
ruined. Well, we 9ot that straightened Sut. I got involved in

at least two other similar Cases of people suspended because of
suspected communist activities, and they hadn't at all, It wag
absolutely--you know, it was that kind of hysterig going on. And

i think this did the 5ervice a great deal of damage.

dtmosphere?
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McILVAINE: Yes, I was guite close to Dulles. He--very inter-
asting man--he was totally abscrbed in the problems of foreign
policy at the time. Of course, there were plenty then as there
are now and always will be, I imagine. Be looked upon all these
things as an irritant, I'll never forget—--1 remember we had all
the book stuff about U.S. I.5. [United States Information Service]
libraried and so on and so forth, And he said to me one time,
"Get these libraries cut of the State. I don't know why the
Secretary of State has to be fiddling around with bocks--and what
books are on the shelves and what books are so and so0." But he

was absolutely furious. "Get rid of it. Get it out of here.,"

[Laughter]
And I think he felt a little bit the same way about all thesé
cases of--the elassie one. What was his pame? Jobhn Patton Davies
and others who I don't think, as I lock back on it now,; he gave
them their due. He was rather perfunctery, and I think leaned on
the side or not giving them a break, which I think was wrong. I
wouldn't be surprised if maybhe he didn't think that too bafore he
died. Berause he was not a malicious man or anything like that,
but he was just so totally absorbed in other things that he was

very annayed when these things came up and he had to foous on them,
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And, of course, he never had time to really focus on them. Like

he just brushed them to one side.

SORPES: In other words he wanted to focus on diplomacy rather

than administration.

MecILVAINE: That's right. Yes. Yes. Right.

SCAPES: Now were you wWorking with Carl McCardle?

McILWVAIKE: Yas.

SOAPES: -—--in this period. He gave his papers to tha Eisenhower
Library. He was & rather interesting fellow. Somewhat contro-

versigl.

MocILWAINE: Yes,

SOAPES: What kind of a man was he to work with?

MoILVAINE: Well, he was very difficult, as you obviously know.
He was a reporter for the Philideiphia Bulletin and happened to
get on the plane with Dulles coming back from Japanese treaty

negotiations before the election and got to be close friends.
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Carl had a very good ear for public opinipn and so on and so
forth. He was no administrator and indeed Dulles teld mwe one

time that he hadn't really planned to make him Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs. He'd meant to have him as his sort of press
aid, but it got into that situation and he was Asgistant Secre-
tary. It was--that part was much too muoch for him, but he was
brilliant as far as being Dulles' advisor on public affairs and
what to say and what to do and what not te do in most cases, I

would say.

SOAPES: Was he advising him how to handle the public relations

aspact of the McCarthy charges?

McILVAINE: Oh, I imagine 50, yes.

SOAPES: But you weren't privy to--7

McILVAINE: I was not, because I wound up running the bureaus--

a bureaun of four hundred and some people with I den't know how
many divisions and a lot of activities which, you know, was Just
beyond MeCardle., He couldn't organize even an appointment. ©ften=-
times there'd be people like Scottie Russ and Joe Olson and other
greats of the Jjeournalistic world sitting out there for hours

waiting te see him. [Laughter] He likely as not would be on a
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phone call or something. He just--you know thera are some

people who can't do anything on time and he was one of them.

SOAPES: I understand his relations with the White House press

staff, particularly Jim Hagerty, were not too good either.

MeILVAINE: Wo, I don't think Jim had much respect for him.

SOAPES: Were there episodes where they are working across

purposas, Lhat you remembar?

MclLVAINE: I ecan't reecall any, no. But it wouldn't have sur-

prised me, if they were,.

SOAPES: I have seen some comments in Hagerty's papers that were
very negative toward MeCardle, and they didn't point to an inci-

dent. They just indicated that he was upset.

MeILWVATNE: Yeag.,

SORPES: You saild that you got to know Dulles fairly well. Were
his religlous convietions as paramount in his diplomatic thinking

as =ome have tried o make out?

McILVAINE: Well, let me put it this way. 1 think he okviously

had=-1 den't know whether I've got the right word but--a fairly
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puritanical view or approach to the world. Just how religious
that is, I den't know. EBut he was also very pragmatic., And I
remember one time him saying, just in an aside worrying over some
problem, and he said, "You know, sometimes there are certain
diplomatic problems that are better left unresolwved. They'll
take care of themselves eventually," but he said, "you know it's
very difficult in this world, The public and everybedy else at
you, Bvery problem has to be sclved immediately." He says, "A
lot of them would bhe hetter off if they weren't solved because
they'd probably be solved in the wrong way." Which I theught was
rather interesting because that's the sort of remark you don't
expect to hear from Foster Dulles. He gave a public impression
as being so moralistic in having to solve every preoblem and on

a moral basis also, 1 don't think in practice he really felt

that way, and I think that anecdote illustrates it.

SCAPES: How akout his relations with other members of the State
Department? Was there a sense of comradery? Was it wvery stiff

and formal? How would you characterize it?

MoILVAINE: Waell, I don't think he had much relations with the

great majority. There was a small group of people who saw him
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regqularly and upon whom he relied--who became devoted to him.
I've seen that with other Secretaries of State. I think it's very
true of [Henry] Kissinger, I gather. I've never met Kissinger

in my life but--. I think it was true of [Dean] Atchinson; [Dean]
Rugk and [William P.] Rogers were much different. They were

much more sort of generalists and team workers, But people like
Atchinson, Dulles, and Kissinger, who I think probably will go
down in histocry as the great Secretaries of State in recent years,
they didn't have much time for the great majority of pecple,

They had a group that worked with them and most of them, those ih
bulles' case, were devoted to him. As you well know, I'm sure
that the majority of the people in the State Department didn't

1ike him at all.

SOAPES: Would this be the career foreidn service cofficex?

McILVAINE: MNo, there were carcer among those who were devoted

to him too, but they just happened to be selected for one reason
or ancther to be working closely with him, I think it's that more
than anything else. Foster Dulles was no "hail fellow well met,”

like his hrother. Alan was a charmer. Foster, all he could do
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to laugh would be "huh huh huh," like that. [Lauvghter] He had

absolutely no repartea o0r small talk or anything of that nature,

SOAPEE: He was an all-business person.

MeILWVAIKE: That's it. Yes,

SOAPES: In '56 you went to Lisbon=-

MelLvAIWE: Yes,

SOAPES: ——@s the counselar. For the record 1 have to confeas 5

bit of ignorance. What does a counsslor do in an embasay?

McILVAINE: Well, in that case he's--there's another bureaucratic
phrase~-he's the DCM, or Deputy Chief of Mission, which means
number two and the chargé'when the Ambassador's gone. That was
whan 1 had done what was euphemistically called a bureaucratic
lateral entry into the foreign service. [Lavghter] I1'd becoms

a career foreign service officer, and to do that I dropped down

a ecouple of neiches in my grade and salary and was sent to Lisbon
in that job. Sc the Deputy Chief of Mission or the Counsaelor to

the embkassy runs the embassy. It's in military terms like Chief
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af Staff of a division or £or an admiral or whatever.,

SOAPES: Yopu're running the administrative thing--

McILVAINE: Well the whole——evervthing., You see that the economic
section is working properly, the political section, the attachés,
everything. You write the efficiency reports on all the aofficers,
well, all the senior ones, and you're the alter ego of the

Ambassador.

ECAPES: Heow would vou describe the state of cur relatione with

Portugal during that period?

McILVAINE: Well, they were basically excellent. The major pro-
hlem was then just as it was for years te come, the Azores Base,
and the Portuguese were wvery good at trying to get everything

they could out of us for that, mestly in political terms as opposed
to meney. They wanted to make sure that we didn't de anything in
Afriea to weaken their grip on their colonies. That was their
hasioc line. I was in on long-based negotiatioms right away, and
that was the thing in the back of their mind then as it was right

up until the [Antonioc de Oliveira]l Salazar regime collapsed, and



kobinson Mcllvaine, 7/7/78 Paga 17
they finally gave in.

SOAPES: Well, was there ever any problems from the American
point of view in providing them with political support that they

wantod.,

McILVAINE: Yes, in that I think a lot of pecple realized that
it was getting us in the wrong bed as far as the rest of Afrieca
was concerned. But in the '50s3 that was not so evident as it

obviously bDecame later on.

SOAPES: Was there any active consideration of changing the policy?

MecILVAINE: Oh, at timez I remember having discussicns with

military colleagues who say, "Look, we ought to really look at

this Azores Base to see how much we really need it, because you

know somewhere down the road this is going to be--if the Portu-

guese go on on this basis--it's going to be very expensive for us

in the point of view of prestige in lots of the rest of the world."
Well, at one time 1 reeall that, you know, with new types

of airplanes that maybe we didn ' t need it. But then something

else came up that they found that we needed it. ¥You know, you
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can't get the military to give up any real estate ever.

SORPES: What was their rationale, the significance of the Azo es?

Was it the fact that it was near the Mediterranean, is that the--7

MoILVAINE: Well, the main thing was that it wasn't very easy to
£ly across the Atlantic non-stop. You needed a place to refuel,
Also a place for anti-submarine patrol ships and planes to operate
out of, and I think a lot of--it probably has other angles in
more sophisticated things which have come along since my time
having to do with--1 don't know--monitoring missiles and that sort

af thing.

SOAPES: Was there any concern about the Salazar regime's domestic
dictatorial policies--the problems of the human rights, demccracy,

that sort of thing?

MclLVAINE: 0Oh, well, of course, thers were some people who

worried about that, but I wouldn't say that was a major concern, no,
; ; £ : .

I remember one time when I was charge we had Senator Wiley in

Lisbon for some kind of an international conference., And he wanted--

laot'e see he was then Chairman of the Foreign Relationa Committee,

and he wanted to see Salazar. 8o I took him arcund one time,
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and he asked the usual guestion about why didn't they have a
democracy, and S5alazar said, "Well, vou know, I don't know why
you all ask that guestion. But anyhow, it's gquite simple, We
are different than you Anglo-Saxons, We Latins, We have tried

it and it was disastrous. Let me give you an example. If to-
morrow I were to decree there would be two parties and I selected
ten people to be in pach party." He said, "I think I know enough
Portuguese to be able to have twWo parties. One would be a
econservative party, and I could give you various tem shades of
conservatism. Then I'd have another which would ke more liberal,
I'd have ten shades there. A&And I'd say, 'All right, boys, off
you go and organize, and we'll have glections in six months or
whatever.'" He zaid, "I can guarantee that within a weaek each of
those two parties with ten members would've split up into as

many parties, and by the end of the week we would have ten parties
on the conservative spectrum and ten on the liberal speactrum.

And probably before the elections we'd have fifty parties.” He
said, "It just doesn’t work the way it does in your part of the
worid." He said, "Sc ocur philosophy 1s that anybody can say what-

ever they please.” aAnd that was guite true actually. You could
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say whatever you wanted to, but--. "We won't let anybody
organize a political party because it ends up in chaos with our

mentality,” he said.

SORPES: Were there any problems from the American point of view
that their--Portugal's=--neighbor on the peninsula, Spain, of
any conflicting interest between Portugal and Spain viﬂ—a—bis

the United States?

McILVAINE: I don't reecall anything serious. Of ecourse, Portugal
was in NATO and Spain wanted to be and couldn't be bemuse the
Scandinavian countries wouldn't allow Spain in. But I don't

remember anything particularly seriocus hetween the two of them.

SOAPES: In terms of Portugal's support of EATCO and how important
NATO was to Pertugal, what was the significance of NATO towards

Portugal?

McILVAINE: Well, put it the other way around, I think the signi-
ficance of Portugal to NATO is totally geographic. After all,
their fleet—--in guotes--and their army or air force Were not

worth much. If's their geography of being located whara they are
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SOBPES: What was it that made HATO valuable to them, the reascn

they were willing—-7

MoILVAINE: Oh, belonging to a club and being part of Burcpe.
The Portuguese have a--they'te sort of at the very end of Europe,
as you know, geographically, and an economy that is way below
anything in Eurﬂgf_anﬂ yvet a8 very old civilization., And psych=-
ologically they've always felt out of things and the need for
friendship. So HATO was very important to the Portuguese, and
you notice that even in the upheavals since the end of the
Salazar regime there has been no move even when they were way

left to get out of NATO at all. Because I think it's a very

important sort of club from the psychological ecruteh for them.

SOAPES: That was as important to them as well as maintaining their

colonial power?

McILVAINE: ©Oh, yes. Yes,

[End of Tape-—-Side 2, almost 4 min, of nothing at beginning]

SOAPES: In 1960 you went to Leopoldville in the Tongo as a

Counsel General. What was the state of the Congo when you arrived?
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MgILVAINE: I arrived two days before the arranged independence
from Belgium, and there were to be big celebrations. The King
of the Belgians was coming out for this event, and it was really,
I guess, the first of the major African colonies to become
independent. Several others actually had--Ghana and Guinea--but
nothing as big as the Congo, Well, as we all know, it was very
premature and not very carefully planned, because within--I think
it was either the fifth or sixth of July, in other words less
than a week after independence, it all fall apart. And there was
utter chaos for years afterwards., I don't think it's over vet.

[Laughter]

BOAPES: What was the United States' attitude towards the new

independent state? What were its objectives in its polley?

MeILVAINE: Well, our basic attitude was the "all right, here

it's happened." We've always been against colonialism traditionally
and being the world's largest power we were there to help in

any way that we can--we could. I remember we called on the
Government and President [JFozeph] Kasavubu [the Conge's first head
of state], [Patrice] Lumumba [the Congo's first prime minister

in 1960] and all of them in those first days and discussed
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various aid projects and o on and so forth. You know in the
hopes that not only impmrving economically but a lot of training
was involved to develop people capable of running it because
that was the problem in the Congo. They had plenty of the
where-with-all. The Belgians left a fantastic infrastructure.

If you will recall there were only--I can't remember whether
there was ten or fourteen people with a university degree, and
ne experience in administration above a very low level. And that

was the big problem.

SOAPES: Did we have a credibility problem with the navy lead

ship having been so supportive of the colonial power?

McILVAINE: Mo, I don't think we had, not at all. I think they
looked to us for gudidance, help, and 8o on and so forth. I don't
think we were tarred with having been supportive of the colonial

power particularly.

SOAPES;: Did you have a chance to get a measure of the capacity

af lumumba, Kasavabu?

MeILVAINE: Yees, all right, let's take Kasavubu first. He wasa,

vou know, he's partly Chinese in origin, When they built the



T T e T W —

Robinson Mcilvaine, 7/7/78 Page 24

railroad way back around the turn of the century, the Belgians
imported CThinese coolies. Kasavubu was the result of scme kind
cf a mElange at that time, and he was rather oriental in his

way of locking at thirgs, not given to much talk, and sort of a--
I would say a rather wise old tribal chieftan type. Lumumba on
tha other hand--Kasavaobu was a bit round and pudgy--Lumumba was
tall, thin, and rangy and much more active, much more of a

rabble rouser. Again, very little experience. He'd heen a

postal elerk. That's all, but he was very articulate, I remem-
ber being absclutely astounded at how he handled press conferences
and right away he had all the top press of the world there within
no time at all and the place fell apart. He had something like
fifty or sixty Buropean/U.S5. top correspondents there at all times
who knew how to ask very smbarrassing guestions and he could

parry them with the hest. He was as good as Churchill]l or anyone
else I've ever seen. And that was very impressive. But you had

a situation that really--perhaps the most experienced person you
can imagine probably would have trouoble handling it., Hot only

did everything fall apart, but he was being pulled and hauled by

all kinds of influencas. The Soviets were at him, particulariy



L S —

Robinsin McIllvaine, 7/7/78 Page 25

the Ghanaians' [Kwame] Nkrumah. The Belgians were at him.
Everybody was at him, pulling him this way and that way and
every way so that it was not exactly a situation designed for

stability.

S0APES: To what extent had he responded to the Soviets' influence?

McILVAINE: That's hard teo tell. I think he had a pretty good
idea of how to play this peolitically, and he played sides off
against each other. In those days we had a tendency to thipk
that anybody who even smiled at the Soviets or did a eouple of
dance steps with them was a communist, and I've spent now eighteen
years in Africa and I've learned that that's not the case. They're
generally Africans first and rather enjoy playing all of us off
against each other, which after &ll is what they should do in
their interest. I don't know. He certainly was not what you
would calk a right-wing or even center Republican--|Laughter)
hy U.5. standards. He was an African. I would say definitely
on some kind of a socialist thing, ut then all the Africans are.
Capitalism in Africa hardly exists because of a thing called
extended family, and in most of their cases there's no money

economy anyhow. Tribal life is a form of socialism. Everybody
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gets taken care of in one way or anpther. I mean the whole
problem with Africa is that they've been moving on ta the money
economy and sort of the late twentieth century industrial society
which is tetally foreign to thewm and it's been a terrible wrench.
And our form of capitalism doesn't exist because as soon as vou
get an eduecated African who starts getting a salary he
immediately gets another relative who comes and lives with him.
Sp he's never able to save and therefore put aside capital to
invest. The net result is inveating in mest of Africa generally
has to be done by the state which, of course, is socialism.

Since then in =some countries in Africa a new African middle class
has grown up in places like-—certainly in Kemya and the Ivory
Coast and in Nigeria. But in those davs that hardly existed for

reasons l1've just ovtlined.

SOAPES: Was American policy as you look back on it towards
frica in this early period of the emerging nations, at all
enlightened and informed, or was it still wvery much tled to our

relations with the colonial power?

MelLVAINE: I don't think there was much policy. I think we made
it right in the field., And it was sort of ad hoc as we want

along. I1'd be very much surprised if President Eisenhower, or by
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this time Chris [Christian] Herter was Secretary af State,

ever got involved in it at all, except when it blew up, which

i+ tended to do in the Congo. So they began, and I'm sure thay
thought of it as sort of an irritant and why didn't it go away.
Americans a= a whole knew very little about Africa then, and

there just wasn't too much interest and certainly not much informed

cpinion.

SOAPES: Of course, in the last few years we've heard a good
deal about the American involvement in the death of Lumumba--
the CIA's covert operations. I know there's been a lot of testi-
mony given and reports written. Is there anything that you can
~dd to the record from your position there about what the nature

af the American concern and involvement was?

MeILVAINE: No, I have no specific knowledge on the details of
that. I know that Lumumba was considered a, you Know, a
nuisance, to put it that way, by us and a lot of other people
because he was so erratic. Who engineered his demise, I den' &
know. Well, I think in the end it definitely--it was [Moise]

Tshombe [Prime Minister of Congo, 1964-1965] in the end and
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whether the Belgians were inveolved in that I don't know and maybe
we never will know, but certainly the inter-African feelings were
very high from the Kasavubu camp and others between them and the
Lumumbese. And certainly I know enough about Africa to know

that when you get these kind of sitvations, death is not an un-
heard of happening. Just take relatively civilized Kenya for
heaven's sakes. Tom Mboya [Kenya's Economic FPlanning Commissioner]
was obvicusly the--probably the best known Eenyan outside of
President [Jomo] Kenyatta, and in 196% he was shot right on the
ctreats of Nairobi--dead. Now the reason he was shot is that he
locked like a threat to the controlling group if Kenyatta died.
Sinee then another leading Kenyan politician has been killed. 5o
this happens in Africa and it happens elsewhere too. We've lost
a few here. MNot exactly for the same reasons. Ours have gener-

ally been not political killings as much as nuts.

SOAPES: 50 his death was within the context of--

MeILVAINE: In African context it was virtually possible to have
been done entirely by them. I don't rule out that somebody else

had a hand in it. I don't think the CIA did, but—-
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SOAPES: Was there a good deal-—-—
McILVAINE: —-they might have liked to. [Laughter]

SOAPES: Was there a good deal of communication between CIA and
embassy people about what--well was the right hand telling the

left hand what it was doing?

McILVAINE: Oh, yes, by the time we got into this thing we had

an ambassador, Clare [Hayes] Timberlake, and he and the CIA
gtation chief, I think, had pretty close back and forth and I

did with him when I was in charge which was only one really brief
period, I was only in the Congo less than a year. Then 1 was
made ambassador teo Dahomey, [1961-64] and I left in April of the
following yvear, So I was really there only nine moanths, June to

April. But, yes, I think there was fairly close relationship.

SOAPES: Some of the comment that was made I think in some oOf

the [Frank Church, Senator from Idaho] Church Committee's investi-
gation was that communication was a problem both in country and
back to Washington, that the CIA station chigfis as well as State
Department pecple were sort of laft on their own and could not

communicate or at least did pot in some Ccases.
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McILVAINE: Thig is in the Congo in this period?

SOAPES: Yes.

McILVAINE: We didn't communicate to each other?

SOAPES: Yes.

MeILVAINE: I don't knaw. I left that to the Ambassader. He

took charge of that and I didn't mix in it. 850 I really can't

say to what extent there was a gap there. I really can't. But
there was certainly on the rest of the embassy staff-—I had two
junior officers there, both of whom have distinguished themsalwves.
One's Frank [C.] Carlucci. He's now Deputy PRirector of the CIA
and wae Ambassador to Portugal. The other was Andrew [L.] Steigman
who's just been Ambassador to Gabon and is now, I think, Carluceci's
assistant over at CIA. And they were excallent, and you know we
were doing the general reporting of what was going on which was a
damn busy operation because so much was going on and it was so

hard te put it all in conteXt.

SOAPES: Was the Central American concern one of trying teo get a

stable government?

McILVAINE: That's it basiecally, yes.
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