THTERVIEW WITH
ALYTH 5. MelOY
on
Yoy 11, 1957
L

DR, JOIN E. WICKMAR
DIRECTOR
DWICHT De ELSENHOWER LIBRARY

Abileras, Kansss



Jil-§ 11600T, alvin Oporast pu T, Piiae

RESTRICTICNS
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v . . 1., Tisle to the materiasl transferred hersunder will
nasz to the Unlien Suaves a5 of the date of the delivery of
thiz materisl into the physical custody of the Archivist of
the Onited Stanes.

T, . « 2. It i3 the donprts wish to make the material donated
£a the imited States of imerica by the terms of this icsizu-
mant available for cesearch in tne Twight 0, Elzennower Library.
At the zame tima, it is his wish Lo guard againss Loe nogal-
£ility of itz econtents being yeed to smbarrass, damage, injure
ar harass anyone. Thnerefore, i purskancs of this objesiive,
ard in sceordance with the provisicns =f Sec. 507 (L) 13) ef
the Federal Property and Administratlve Services Act of 1943,
3z amepded, thiz material shall not

w . . a. fora period of 25 years

“e made available far adamination by anyang SXCERT DErIons
who Rave received my express writien authorization to sxamine
se.  Taig restriction shall not apply to amployees of the
Twiomh D. Dleenhewer lLibrary sngaged in per ferming normal
arcnival Werk processes. . .



CRAL TTATORY THTEAVIEW WITH ALVIN 8. MODOY 0F THE EaHSAS CITY STAR

R, WIDTHAR: ™hi= iotersiow is with Mr. Alvin 3, MeQay of the FKanpus
City Star and T'm roing to start off, Mae, by asking you, first, whon

did you po to work for the Star, ths flrst time?

., MOCOY: Tt besan in Nowmber 1930 whieh would make 1t @ total af

¥ yourds

DR. WICEXMAM: Wero you always on the pelitical beat, a political nows

bout?

¥R, "OCOT: U, for the firgh three or four yesrs | covered the Chasber
of Noumeree snd #ome of the Penderpast activitios in the city, later
rradially T began working into ¥ansas polities and T made my Tirst
trin to Tepaka in 193 when AL landon an ro-srnor began his campalen
For the presidency. W timo in Topeka lnpereansd after that anbil I
was saverine rectlar sesalons of the logislsturce from thon on and
sradually durlne matiosal eampaicen years [ wan assizned to Sraval with
varisun sandidates for tte presldemcy. This vas purtloularly true in
later years berlonine tn 'LE and 'E2 and 155 vnen lewey and Elsenhowor

are! Troagn dere ruETing.

nR, WICHMAN: “ew, you wors the lagislative correspondent for tha Star

over in Topeka fros whon to when?
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¥R, MOCOY: Officially, 1 was Yanana correspondent [rom a pericd atftor
the war, ob, mbout 197, to a nariod -f sbout 1500, My responaibility
wan the State of %ansas, the polltical campaipne, coverling the Fover-
nor'a offiea and the varlous politicsl zetivitisen in tho otate. Than in
national elsetlon yoars T woild frequently be detached for a perlod to
tpavel with one of the candidates, covar meotinge in this area or pomg=
tiras attand the mtilonal convention. I think T'wm covarsd meatings
with every candidate for the sragldercy sinee ALP Landon in some poricd

or obthars

., WICKMAY: How whan did you become golence aditor of the Star?
MR, MODOT: About © ¥ears 2g0.

(7. WIOKUAM: So that would be about '6Z.

M, UOOT: Yes, anproximately, '02.

IR, WIDKMAN: D.F. Lot we ask you one othar thing, your work rasulied

in ane or two Puliteer prizen?
vp, uoros T huve o Pulitser prise awarded in 198L fer local reporting. .
DR, HICTHAY: Reperting, T ase. T kmav ther= was cnz I never did koow-=

MR, ‘T00Y: T did net have twts
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0., WIOOAH——iunt what 1t wea for. O.%., well then Jet'a start on
tha-—your arsociation then with the foneral's canpsilgn. I had a coupla
of queatiors here I wanted to start of f with, first, can you recall,
wan thers an ¥isephowsr boom in Kansaa in bthe late 1940'c. There

wns sueh o thinge We '‘mow thers ware some people 1n various partn

of the gountry who wers Interested in 'Lf in trylep to pet the

Aareral to run, sither as a fspublican or a Demoorat. I was wordering

abaut that in Fonsas, vag therges

¥R, MOOOT: ¥y recollection im not sharp on that chaso. Thers may
have been sore Iotters or saprestions in the newspaper but as far as

any orpaniged effort T do not recall it at all in Hansas.

R, WINKMAN: When would you say it firste—the first pressurs started

thon Mor the Oanaral to ran?

MR, "COOY: T would suspect that the pressure started whon various
newnpaper neople interviewsd his in Furore afber the elose of Horld
War TT. These mtoriss ln the papar, in the newspapers carried by the
uational Press gervicea hud powe impact so that thors was a great deal
ot convarzation and tall that the Paperal slipht be a candldats and it
Aldn't raseh an orpanived chase unti) rather cloce to the time he
decided to Tune T do regal) some activity in ibllene 1t may nob have
teen top apparont on the pational pleture but [ bpow thnat a great many

eanidanta of Abllsne #id sisn pebitions aakdns him to be a candldube
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ga & homn Lol

DR, WICKMAK: New, who on that, beQaunn you know we do have some obher
infermation abouot that tos, but this was a=-didn't Charley Aarger sbtart

shis? Tan't thls his, or waa thia aftor nis time?

MR, MOCOY1 Qharley Hargor, T'sm ours, was very much a factor in prpaoizlng
and starting petitiona signed by local people to the grtent thal overnb=
ually—T don't recall the number, but thoro way bave boan as many as a
thousand sipmetures of local citimens for Hissnhower which made a nowd
gtory beeause the fepneral bad not & nounoed st thias time and whon hip
hene town residents felt that he weuld he an agceptable candidetae It

made a natlonnl mews story. 1 think I was ocut therz in lre Hargar's

of fMee at the tlze and we-wthers vas a mitional story sont oub and I

think I wroto a story.

DR, WICKHAN: Would tide Be shout what, 19517 TI'11 cheek it later,

MR. MCOOT: Tt was about that time, it was not too far in advance
a” hiz decision to be o candidate. My memory fon't rozl alesar after

16 yeary but T dide=

IR, WICEHAN: Well, T think you were out therr Lusn.

¥R, MOOOY t—=gond the story %o thoe Star about the larpe nunbor of

aitdsens in Abllane who had signed a petltion asking the femoral ta
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bha A candidatea,

M. WIOYMANS 0.%., then. Wow, frem your reccllecbion then we have this
activity in Abilens, the petitions. When did the Sepublican Party in

¥angas ag an organiged group get imto tids?

R, "OCOV: This happened rather gradually and 1% took the form of soums

of the ey Plpures in the Republican Porty—
09, WIOEMAN: Buch gf-—-

M, MOCAY: Sueh as Senstor Frank Carlson, Sepresentative Clifford R.
fiops, T think thoy ware the two prime movers and Hsrry Dargy, the
nationa] eemrdttooman, was rather active in the sroup and what 1t amoupbad
to at the becinnine were the various political leadars expressing the
viow that he would be a good candidsta and hoping that he would and as
thin radinted out to the politicsl organizstion, therc was, you might
gay, 4 substartlal asount of political support davelopads At the same
tirs thers was, slso, some, among the more conservative slements, thers
was support poine for Senator Taft at the same time. This didn't ory-
atalize to a elear cut andorsewsnt, you mizht sy, or crpanizatiom really
until after the Oeperal's ammouncement. Wy recollectlon is that any
forwal orpanization of the state political leaders Look place aftar the

feneral, himoelf, had declded Lo be a cendidats ant his real Cflrot press
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tmterviov. s snnouncemsnt party wac at Abilene in s motlon pleture
theatre, trobably attended by abo t 300 membera of the press. It wan o
vayry novel altuation becauss for all provisun candldates {or the prog-
{dnney or hirh palitical of flee had made soma record on the ismuen a0
that you ¥new whether they wera mlddle read, sonsarvative, libersl, or
now they folt about a preat many issuss but here was the Oenoral who had
madn a public declaration on virtually no lssue and 50 hers Was 3 situs=
tion in whieh o preat many mewspaper ecpls had questions to ask. Ghat
do you think sbout Forelgn poliey? What deo you fool about elvil righta?
Woat 1s your ponition an the tax guesti m? Thare had been no pravioun
kackpround that could have besn done na a Teneral ano &0 this ruthar
haotde and tumultusus press conference wert on Tor 2 hours at least and
T think the pensral impression of the press, ot least mine was, that ha
handled himself extremely well under difficult circusstances, at this
firgt, wall, you mirht say he took off hia unifors unc becams o cardidate
for pelitical of fice and he had pone axtrenely Siffieult guestions and
mat tham rather well under the fact that they had to be oo broad and

comprahanslva.

TH. WITFMAM: Tow lont were you out In Abllane thal time, ocne day or

two, do you recall¥

¥R, MOCOY: T think this was a ono day affalr—
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™. WTOFHAN: Just a one day aflalres

M, ¥OOOY: T think hoe-1t constituted his declaration and his first press
intarviow, it may have been his annoumcoment, T'm not sure of the osxact
dmy of the armouncemart, it may have bean thst the pressn and everyang
ke e would make an anncupcemsnt end this might have been considerad
his formal announcosent, ['m not mure of that, but in all eventa, it

wan tho first tlme the press had access to him an a candidate for &

politieal ofTice rather than a silitary leadar.

M, WICYMAM: Then, followlng that, when, you wers asegismed to, what, %o

gover tha primory easpalrn, was thate-

ME, MOOOY: My sssiprmont Lhon was to go to Tenver where he established
headmuarters in the %rosm Palace Fotel and thnis was tho beginning of
ths affort to obtain favorahle delegatea for the nominatlen. 1 don't
ropember the exmot date, but thero was a mmber of the Washlnoton press
corpa there, probably oy a desen er fifteen at the start but it

kept rrowinr, and thle lasted lor & mumber of weoks, oh, three or four
waoks, 1n which, thers was a4 period in wileh in the different states
tho delegates' meetings wore being held and the celapates ware belng
chosan and tiis wsa the period whon Lhe sharp conlest Tor delegatos

bepan betyveen him and Semator Taft and so, shall T jo ahedde-

MR, WICTUAN: Tes, po ahtdde-
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MR, #0OY: My recollsotions then of the Denver meeting or lemver sectlon,
wo would have daily press confwroncaes, there would be delagates arrlving
from the various states and T remember a fow things that happened that
would polnt to ths Meneral's general lack of experisnce in politice

not in a eritical way but he made wlatakes thot a politician weuld

net have made and ane of tham wan, I balleve on the day of my arrival.
He had accepted an invitation from Charles Luey, wie ls a writer lor the
Seripps fAoward syndicate, to a private luncheon with about 3 or L other
nowspaper peopls, & trout luncheon, old timps-sakes, tut complotely

o the reogcord, This outraged s doren o on othar reporters there and
thoy promptly drafted a latter of protest and I think T was one of the
sigrorz beomuse this was not the traditional experience. A candldate
for ths presidency ordinarily doecs not invelve hilmself 1n what could

be interpreted as favoritism to certain newsmen. Well, durlng the so-
eallad confidential lunchaon the Nomperal 1s reported to have mode &

very caustic romark about Mre Taft which Lo the members present was off
the record, btut sooe related it to other members of the press who wers
not oregent she felt no inhibiticona and prompbly flled s story that
proved guits smbaragsing to the femeral beosuse he had not intendsd

to have it pohlloiszed. Well, what it pointed up was that he noeded

gomtr improversrt in his press relatiens and his affort to rowedy it

wan shertly thersafter to have a meebting with all the press in whien



his remarks wora not to be guoted but is sicply,"this is what the
Moneral thinks®, without attritution, wrileh pecpls 1n polities do
fronuently and in this sesslon my one recollection 1s thatl we ware
disoussicy the Cact that there had been soms charges made that some of
tha, in sese of the states, nohably Tezas, dolopatas committed to Mre
maft had bewn chesen porhaps not by wholly democratic procssses oF
pertaps not by majority ¥ote and thers wes sortroversy over this.

one of the reporters asked Caneral Eisenhower what his reaction would
be |F ha dlscoversd that como of his delepates were chopsn not Oy
wholly Demoerstic processss nnd the femaral oxoloimed, "Woll, I

would rather have you take out my <45 and shoot me®, as 1f such a
thing were ‘noredible. Well, then, this was Lhe begloning of the
nerion when nowepaper reporters and the candidates began traveling b
sirplanes. Tt proboblr marked a transities in Ameriean pelitles. Here-
tolore almost all campalpna had beon made by trains, whistle stops in
iich the candidatss woold make & spesch of I the rear end of the plat-

T
TR, WIOEMH: These were commercial planes sl wers-—-
WR, FOBOY: Yes, nst on reqular schedula, 1t would usually e 8 ==

MR. WICKMAM: Charter.
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MR, MOOOY t—=charter plane Trom one of the major alrlines. And so one
of gur FMirst trips was to Texss, and [ think Dallas wms the clty. This
gculd be cheeked, but sinae this was one of tho early flipnts the en-
tip« press corps and the Jeneral went on the smne planee. Later it
proved more eorvenient to put the candidate and bis entourags on sop-
srates planes and the pross on a separats plane but in this Tirst one

we all =ode topather, wore served meals torether and thors was Just in-
fermal visiting back and forth with the press. Well, at Paullas thare
was an enormous crowd of nwmpaper poople, T would puess, 2 or ] hundrad,
gimply becwuse hern was & candidate for the presldency in the south
and, of gourss, everyone wianted Lo ask him questions about eivil rightas.
T don't remomber his anower, btut it was apparaently satisfactory. It
neither irriteted the Yesroos nor irritated the southerners and po here
waa & confermnce in one of the hotels in which telsvision was beginning
to he used. Thern were cables all over the floor. The reporter would
arise and identify himeell and hin paper anc the whlte lignt would po
on and so the {nterviow had pone for several houra with crowds of
watchnrs arcund. They ococupied a wheole ballreom [loor. I was a2itting
by a veporter from the Mashington Fost, I think his nume was Bob

Adrish or Bob Alfard, and ft just cecurred to me and I sald,"Eob,

we are in 8n oll country do you thirk £t would be falr to sak the Caneral

a question sbout oll?® He sidd, "Surs, po ahsad." So about the end of
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the sonfarvence T ldentified m self and my newspapor, the Nannas Clty
Star, whlch, ineidertally, wan supporting bdm guite stroogly, and I
said, "ODenoral, in mome cirelsa it's besn muprested that w repeal ar
roduse the depletion allowance on oil anc gas, what do you think of
1L9"  mg11n, ha gaid, T never heard of it, T'l11l hawve %o ank an ail
mane® Wall, thls alsest broke up the conferance, the anti-fissnhower
paportars vhose papers wars not supporting Elsennower pramptly filed
a story suprestine the Janeral was showing graat Faveritio= to tho oil
indnatry. T was sort of horrer stricken Lecause I had not Intendsd
to pot the Ceneral in any trouble. ¥- papar would be unhappy and I
vanntt sure vhetner I would still have o Job so 1 flled not too ghrarn=
uous a stery but I'm guite sure that the pext dar the Feners]l was

thoroushly briefed on the=-
m- WIEXMAM ¢ E-'l'"itfﬂd-

¥, MOOOY: Brisfod on the 27 1/2 per cent deplstion allowance about
Wleh incidentslly ¥r. Truman had made some remarks Just a short tlme
before ard had supreated 1ts repeal and so this 18 what happens to a
aandidate who has not been tharoushly briefed on 211 the lsazuea and
this was part of his probles in tho changs-over from & military 1lfe

to a politiczl lifs.

e, WICTMAN: Just on that peint, Hae, T'd just like to pet your impresaion
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of this, but do you fesl that his briefine pot better as tmal campalgn

of '52 wore ona

¥R. MCCOY: Sure 1% did. That was inevitablo es these little mistskas,
or minor irritstions, would come up there was inevitably in improvenont
necause his sdvisors would tell him "this i what people think' and yet
the Tenoral himeel? had a preat indopendence of winc so lotn of times
e would use his ewn judpment but he would alwaye llaten %o surrentions.

Thall T ro on now dithe=
UR. WICEMAN: Yeah, co ahead.

M, ‘DOOY: Well, T recall one. Ye were in Mamie's home Lown, Boong,
Town, on the Fourth of July, on her birthdsy anniversary, but this

was the tims that we wers atill ricing a train. The Censral was on his
wny into Chicapo to the raticnal convertion at which he was nominated.
Thare was a very large press corps on tho tralmne The arrangemonts ware
for o Sundar stopover in a 1little town of Towa, bub e plans werse nut for
a palitical gpeech but, in a semse, a Fourth of July erablion in thu aity
park in which the townsz felk turned out in Mamle's nosebown with banmers
over the strests saying, "Welcome, Mamie." Most of them brousht [rled
shicken luncheons and 1t was Just simply down to esrth old Fashionod
plonic in the public pari and we'd gusso about 3,000 people Ware thero.

This, incidentally, was tha drisst section o Towa, the county, [ think
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had local option, thers sas no liguor gales of amy kinc and the
majority was sctromly oppossd to the sals of llquor all of which

tha Topgral wis swholly uraware. In bla oratlon, or his Tourth of July
speach, he wus quite alogquant, it expresssd hie strong loeling, primarily
akout the Amerlican Torm of povermment and the daoooratic process and =0
the Memeral was waxinr elequent on hew ho felt that one of the prast
strengths of this natfon wms the foct that Lhe people could create
thelr own povermmant and LF there were dafecig in the povernment they
had tha wrans to change i{t, thoy didn't have te o to a dlotator or
pomotining 1ike that. This was democracy in action and 1t was mpetting a
vy pood recontion and tho fanursl aald then, "I'1l glve you an
exannla®, he save, Premamber national prohibition, the peonla didn't
1ive it no they rot rid of it.® You could ses Sopator Carlscn and some
af tho pther ooliticlans twnhine pale becavas of the reaction on the
bone dry audienos, a1l of wiich the Upnearal was blisafully umswars,
Moxt day wo weare polne into Chicapo and oo in a sresa lounge car

thare =izt have beer 25 or LD reportars and 8o In a very Criendly

way Menaral Yi=zorhower cams back to tell the press corps food-iyo

or L was just Go say 'Poya, you've bean with me a long timo and I
approciate 1t! and just a vory inforsal visit and one of the reporters
said, "foneral, do you realize that you made quite a boo=boo in Iowa

yomtorday. That thio remnrk you made about matiomal prohibiticon whish
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you 4idn't exmress praat approval, this was glven in probably the
drient sectieon in €11 Toua and probebly made those peopls vory unhappy."
And Tes sald, "Well, that's what I believe, what slso could T say?"

andl this war hin reaotion.

DR, WIOWMAM: Let me as¥ a poirt about this, now this would hove been

this was balors the conveantiona

¥R, MCOOT: Thin wms before he was nominated Just &8 we wore on our Wy
ta Chicaro to tha eonvention at whish he wis nowinated, thia muast have

happamed Just a week before, o fey days beforas

Oit, WICTMAN: Yow was Senator Darlson travellng alony, was it Just %o po

to the gonvention or wes this in hla role as Farm advisor or what?

WH, H0COT: Prankly, ! don't remsmber but possilly ss furm adviaor.

Carlaon d6ld travel with him quite & bit and T do recall that he was
on the speakers' platform in this little Iowa parice The spesch wag
guite well received becauze it waz not politiosl at alle Thay wers
hearine from the Nemmral of the Arsy and this wan hia preat strength

in tha campaipn.

7. HTDYMAN: T was just wondering, I was trylng to get Senator Qarlson's

role in this if we oould, T sman, 1s—
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¥R, HOOOY: My recollection ia that Senstor Carleon was ono of his prin-
gipal farm advisors on farm progras doring the campalen, and, incldentally,
farlson, and C)ifferd Hope, T Lhlnk, both headed up the mational Elnen-
hower for Promident campalpn orpani=ation, T balisve, this can he

choe el

0. WIMMAN: Oitimenns Mor Elnenhowors

MR, YOOOY: Yese T'm mot sure : was the Cltisops—

TR, WiOKMA¥: Citizans, that came cut of Haw Yark, I think.

WR, VO20T: Yo, thism waa un organimation ctarted in Nanmas but they ld
hawe titlos in whish thesy wers eo-chairmen, Senater Carlson apd CLIFT
Hopa wore co=chairmen of a national campaisn erganizaticn for presldente—

fer V. Elssnhoser'a nominadtlon.

NR. WICHKMAM: THd you covar the convartlon, then, for the Star?

MR, VWOOOY: Toopae

TR, WIoYuRi: In Chlcapo.

MR, OO T eoverad by not seelnp the asnvontlon. I covared 1t by
wataling the doorstep at Lhe Teneral's headquarters in ths Slackstoue

Motal and this 1p part of tao ritval st a conventlom.

DR. WICHHAM: A1) riptt, do you want to explalp thet a Jittls bdt?



WH, MCOOT: Well, I don't romcmber the details too clesarly except that
wany of the nwuspaper people ware asrlrned to the Siaenhouar headquarters
in ths Matkstone Hotsl and what was done there was simply te watch

who went 10 and visited and who the political lesdera were anc perbapo
try to interview them apd attend the various press sonlerepces that went
on during the convention. T don't think I went out to Lhe convantion
{tg81lf urtil the tlme of the nomination and T recenber only ome incident
and this was, I belisve, Jlm fagorty was in charga of the press ocorps
and Jim has to be a sort of a mother hen to a lot of chiocks and be

aura thal every corrsspondent got eboard a truck and most af vs were
nanled oot in what looked almest llke a gattle truek, an open truck

bad and we wers porambling on and ho was checking off names to try

to soo thit everyone was aboard when the truck took off madly Shrough

traffic to pet us to the convention on time. T don't think that has

gy freat meaninge
DR, WICYMAN: That was out st the amgihlbheater.

W, MODOTE Tes. Out at the stockyards there. Now con thls campalgn
train, T do recall one stopover in Lincolm, Nebraska, in fact I hain't
begon with the Caneral on his entire trip bot I went to rlek up the
train there amd was assismed aboard. There was Lo i an evening spasch
on the nteps of thm papitel and as I raeall it thers must have bean,

we estimated, 15,000 people, which seemed Lo Do an GnATEOUSR crowd for
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a town the sire of Lincoln, Febrasika. So seversl correspondents ro-
mirked obout the great fecundity of the Nehraska popoilation 1t seemed
that aimest svary person in the audisnes, every woman in tha audience
had B habe in arms and they sald "we have nover pesn sueh o prolific
area of the United Statea® and I said, "No, I think you are mistaken,
thare are no babysitters, snd what's haprensd here, what you are geaing
iz a person who is & natlonal hero and those people want thelr ohildren
to may they'ws s=-n him too, sp whal yeu are sselng 1s not a norsal
politieal andience. What you are seelng 1s tha entire family, the
mothars and ehildren turning oot to son a candlidsis for the presldency
because of the graat repard and respect for nim as a fenersl of the
Arey who was Comeander in Chisf of owr foress in Furope and who took
that war to a succsas™l conolusion and ao this accounts Jor the jreat
mmber of ehildren and babies that de not attend normal corventlona®
and so ther aoceptad that, this seowsd to be a better explanation, 'cause

thers was not an urmosally hish birth rate in Lincoln.

M. WCXMAY: Ome thing T was poing to ask you nhoot the altermath of
the sanventlon, aftsr the Meparal had won the nomination at the Tapube
1irss Mational Oonventicn, what kind of effect did this have bask in
¥annan with the Taft people, because thare had sean thio aplit;

amything on that particular point?
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ME, WEOT: Yo, the Taft Pight in Konoaa was very bitier at the outset
but, T do not recall ary mrtlonlar ereat opposition after the nob-
{inatfen simply beoausn one of the cardinal rules of palition is

thnt you rather closs ranks ami @0 with the paprtv's cholea, T can
rot Bay thet T reeall o sincle parson that "teok a walk." Ho, there
was on Intenss mittorness though in the carly stages of the camsalipn,

ghall T FO OFe==
DR, WICKHAli: Yeah, go ahead, follow the point out.

MH, ¥MOMY: Well, some of the Taft susperters, Cl1ifT Steatton of the
Topsku Lapitol was one, had done a Jet of ground work in the north=-
wastern old Gth cistriet {n ihcse days, visiting preclinot commdtiessen
and county cheirmen whe essmntially plek the delegates anyway and thie
wis befors the Tisennowsr paople fot craiksd up and reslly did much
arranization work and so in over a perleod of a Ffow weaks 1t wvas ponsibla
rar people supportine Taft, they were mumerens, Lo ot anocuph commit-
senta snd thst 1s the key thing in politics apparantly to pet a person
to make 8 cormitient tnst I will support him. Now when the &th dls-
triot convention met tho majority support for Taft delagates was

guite obvloum and 11 was rather rough-shod and they did run over

the [lnenhewer poople and thay ploked two district delagates pomed thad

to Senator Taft ir Elesnhower's hoos stats which was somthing of &
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bliae to Lhe Tlammbsvar peopla, I think [ covered the convomtiom.
The alpr was golte heavy with emotion s mary of i dictrict mestinga

wara, stall I 50 o
HH, WICKMAM: Yeah, go ahoad.

HE, *COOYL The isenhower people began e orpanize thelr lorces anc
ealled on what was essontially the sajfority elewwrt in the Sepublican
Farty 1o Kansas to do ground vork and Lhe result was that, 1f oy
recollegtlon is sorrect, all af the other distridt dolegates that

ware nominated wers committod to femeral Elsonhower, do you want to turn

ol the machine now?
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MR, MOCDY: Thess will be m- confloential recolloctiono about the fMoht
for delesates in ¥ansas, Early aller thoe selsctlom of Lhe Lwe Taft
delapatas in the 5th distriet a realiration bepan to jrow Ln Kansaa
amang the Sisephower peonls that there was not one proup of Elsenhower
supporters tut twoe "me group was thorouphly Hedicated to the feveral's
nomination and were going to stick by him through thick and thin. The
othar proup-—and these ware strong alements in the dosdnant Rerubllican
Factiotie=the other group had a feelling that perhaps Elsenhowsr wouldn't
muke the nomination, therefore, it wouls be of encrmouws political ad-
vantare to them to vota for Elsenhower as the homs stato Kangas candl-
dato on the PMirst ballot and on the sedond or third sbout halfway

downt the roll eall shift to Taft and gtart the stampede that woold win
the nomination snd rive them preast politieal prefersnge. Tdentdflied with
this rroup, primarily, was Wesley Roberta, C. Wosley foverts, the former
gtate chalrmang John Melulsh, who actually wae, I puess, office managesr
of the Fisenhower campaien in Kansas. He had offiees in the Hotal
Jayhmuk; Walt Taenp, a forrar state chalrman, thece wers oo=s of the
pmaple ga oppomed to the staunch Eisenmhower gupnortara who inclodad
Yarry Darby, Sonator Carlsan, Ulifford Hope, 5111 Smith, in those

dayn, Frad Hall and=-

IR, WICK#AM: 2431 Salth was a Judpe—
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WH, O0Y: 8113 Smith was 4 Justlse of the Suprese Court. Thia bepan
to be a-parent as T'd had move conlldential information {rom varicus
people associatad with the campaign that this was poing on 2o T cxe
prazged =y fears to Harry Tarby, former Semator, T jusss he'd besn

Anopatar by thofe—

DR. WIDYMAN: Yes, he had, 1t was 'L%.

¥, YCCOT: —~Sonafor Dary and he found it hard fo bellove but after
much persuasion I think he wan preveiled on to have a dinner sseting,
privately, at the Jayhowk Hotel, the mesranine Cloor, in utmost

gecragy with the, you mleht aay, the dominant alewsnta of Lhe Hepubllean
Party, reprosemting both these proups trying to sork something before
the matter pot to a orisis. Amd so the yroup did meet and as a reporter,
T atiended becauvse my paper was very much interestod In supporting
Narmral Disenhowsr. The discusaion was larpely over who would be
delerates in the sovthwestern district of Koneas, the olé 5th district.
Thore wera two Drogpeotive deleputes supported by the what, Secoticugly,
in ¥ansas, wan called the "double-dross Flsonhewsr® group and two

others supported by the ardant Vimenhower supporters. After tho stealk
dinpar, the participants bapan te argue heatedly sbout the serits of
their respective sandidate: and, for examrle, [ remesber Jolm MeCulsh

arpued strongly for pelectins Magk Hatlons as one of the delepates
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becauss he says, "I gan handle hime T have just pold him my nowve-
mapor and ha'll do anything T tell bim.® This had Followed various
other remarks by Walt "eas and other people sbeut whether candldates
world be Flexibls to their wishes or not, whersupon Fred fall, 1
belisve he was It. Tovernor then, later to become lovernor, a strong
tipanhower au-porter becams furlous, os® up, pounded the table and
with pame derree of profanity, T think he cald, referred to the

sons of bitchen, in effect, sald, "this is the damnedest thing I over
heard of, you're all trying to double cross Fissnhower, are jyou for him
or amainst hin® and ho made quite an impass=ionad plea, an arpument.

to the people who had not besn teo warm for Fizenhower. When he quif
thews was nort of shockod atlence. father implahly, I asked Walt feea,
a Tarmer state chalrwan, I said, "Walt, who are you for?® Walt swallowed
ami! aald he was Ter the Fisoshowsr delapates and this seemed to treak
the dam. After that tho two delsgates in the Dodre City area were
tiparhouer delegsten and thinrs went mmoothly frem then on but the
right contlmied and the chief acurse of the diffieulty appeared to be
Woslay Hoberts, who had not attanded the meotine, ineidertally, and
neither did fovernor Arn. T think the Covarnor hod been invited but
he deglined but we alwaye hat a Feoliny that he sent Lhe prass up
igter to the mestine to nover it. While the other district conventions

worn rondine and at this point T think there ware twn Elenonhouwer dels-
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pates and two Taft district delegates in Ranges, and yot here was
Xansaas with two of the strongeat Eisenhower supporters, co-chalroan
of thao National Eimenhower caspaign, Darky and fope, so thers were
signs that thers were Lo be contests in gome of the otner distriota.
I went in one day in the Capitol building to the office of Jugtice
Wliam A. Smith, s Justice of the Kansas Suprome Court, who was a
somewhat actlve partioipant in polities 1n the sense of a conmultant
advigor role inasmuch as he loved politics ss a hobly. The lawyers
of the state frequently would po in and vleit witn hi= and he wan
very curlous about the political situation 1n their counties, and of
aourae with cases in court they were very happy to tell him, =0

M11 becams quite a wolitisal {imure. And ol aoorse 89 O NoHS-

paper man I used to intérview him too and visit witn him because I
learned 4 preat many things about Ksnsas politlcs. I went into his
offiso durine thls perlod one day in the 3tato House and he closed
the doar and turned up s hearing aid amd we bapan talking about the
faot that the maln probles Lo seleetlng {senhower deleFatea in Xannan
was probably C. Wesley Toberts who was 4 very astuta person in manipu-
jatinr small proups of people. 'e seamed to have an uncanny knask to
perauade precincct comittesnen and eounty chairmen to his way of
thinking and with all sorts of ingenious mthodes This followed

his long experience as state chalruan. Ha was @ very sble palitlclan.
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Ant! o my reccllsction is that Bill Smith says, nil, our blpreat pro-
blem is Yes Toberts, 1 thers wan some way we could gob him out ef
Yansas this delsgate matter would not be JiCfieult.™ BL1l thought
2 minute and he said,"T wondar il we couldn't unload him on Frank

Carloen in Washington.®

DR, WICTMAN: Lot me just clarify that a mimote, Alvin, was this one
loading on Frank Carlsen to get him in the Serator's af M'loo or just in

tho overall effort, that was one polnt we eught Lo mko.

we, MOCOY: My judgment fo it was to pet him in the Senator's of fice,
to pot him out of Ksnsas physically and, in fact, his thinking that
Prank Carlson could Tind semething for him to do elther ler his own
pood or the cammalfm %o keap him out of Kanmas, tHainly Eansas people
wantad to pot him physically cut of the peorrachy of Fensas and to Bill
it pgomod 8 good idea, he said, "1 wondar if we could unload om

and", Wlo 1iteral quote sma, "thut dumb Swede won't know the differ-
enan®, which is not very complimemtsry. Sc only a few minutes later,
in walked Harry Darby, mticsal comeittsesan, and C. T. Foyer, who
was thon state chelrman, Fansas State chairman. And the comversation
went Gask Lo Was Roberta and the delsgates snd without any direction
whatever Harry Darby brourht up the remari, almest identical, he sam
*T yonder 1 we eould pet Wes Roberts cot of Mansms and send hism to
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Garlson, T wonder if we could pet him Lo take him", well, both 211
Sedth and T said, "les,that's & wonderful idea, how dld you ever
think of 1t7 This would solve all your problems”, to wiich Moyer

arraotds S0 hore were {our peoples with a meeting of minds—
IR, YICKMAN: My colnoldonce, really.

M. MOO0Y: By ecolnecldencs, almort, that 1P Wes Boberta could be asent
to Washington, Xansas delepste procedurs would move apacs and, as a
matter of fact, it dld. T do not know how it was wrranged. There had
waen intimstions that 1t cost Marry Darby a subsbantial sum shich

he was willing to pay. #Ho is quite wonlthy and he was guite willing
to spend monsy in polities. Ha has never said, but thers have been
imnlications that he dld nake a pagymant to persoade Was fotarts to peo
#o Washington. Tn all eventa, ho did, and the otner district sonvare
siomn want on selioduls and the Fisephower people had conslderabls
majoritlos and they named, not only the district delegates, bul the
dolngates st larpe and T think fansan went into tne conventlon with

1 delesation with only two Taft pecplo and all the rest wers comultted
to Pisenhewer, This {3 my recollectiom. OUme obther thing happonad
then, after the nominastlon the national comsitten waa to meet, I be-
Jiove, in Decembers Ho, this would be after Lhe alsotion, Eisonhowar

was wlected but not yet President. Tne Hational Com=ittoe was to meel
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to eloct a tow national ohalrman, and mome of the papers had besn
supposting that Wealey Aoberts, wio had incidentally played a rather
agtive part ln the Tlaonhowar camcalen from Waghinpton. Thoy had found
hia talent wms quite valuable in the caspalen and he wap reperally
grodited with the 1dea or the aulhorship of what wao gallsn "the

falr play amendeent" shich proved most af factlve durlng the couvention.
The fair play asendsent, a4t g raccllection, is that a sreat sany
povernors who wers dlsturbed by the setheds ef the delegste conventions,
sartienlarly in the south, of overriding majoritiss ard powerful pol-
itieal *iruesn pdoblne delogntes in contested fights, and parhaps oot
with s materity of the delepntes. This matter was pretiy rife in the
gouths A larpe mmber of Lha [OVErnOrs has sigred a petltlon in effect
-rotesting the methodn of electiny some of the delegates, in afTaot
stronsly supportlne the Flseshowsr sovoment becauss they hud guest loped
the method by which somp of the Tult dalepates had been soloctod.
Wenley Soberts was orodited with tide authorehlp and he mada auch a
doop Lepression on Horbert Prownell, Srownell wacted bim to bo the
national ehalrman. Harry Darby, the ¥anmas national comsittoeman,

whno gent Hobarte to Hashingbon was very clsturbeg about thig. He

and T hod lunchecn soveral times at the "ushlebach. He dlsoussed

gt and Maver wan quite soncermod becauso he Tocupht he should co

evervthine in his power Lo opposs i1 amd ba ptrooply implied thal he
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fearad that {f Roberts begame nmatlonal chalrman that he weule be

suhjeet to presgure for political appeirtments that might bo esbarrassing.
f am sura, [ remariéed only that, "Harry, i he doas boooms chair=an

and 1f the patronare hackfires snd ls corrupt or agything of that
mature®, T gafd, "Menaral Edsenhower belng @ feneral would hold you
aoonuntabile just ma ho would a 2nd Lt. who falled under Flre." So
Dardy went tn the comslttoe meeting determined Lo opposa Wesley Roteris.
Haverthelass, Wesley Toberts was ocnosen. I did not attend the com=itiee
manting. Wonn Doyky returned T aofed him, "What happened?® I' He ax-
lairmd that the matter had cotbtan gorpletel: out of controlj that
forhort Brownall had demanded Febearts' salectlon and that Mr. Tarby
gould do nothing whatever about 1t and the only u.t'rﬂ.nrqmnn‘r-:l ha eowld
maks was an ajrecoent that Weslsy Aoberts would have absolutely no hand
{n patronspe in Wansas, that this would be handled wholly tmlbmgn thn
¥anmas national committeeman and the Nansas state chalrman, Mr. Darby
and M. Mover, and so, that was the vay the matter was setiled and so
M. Tobarts #1d hecoms national commititeeman and he held the poste-

PR, WICTHAN: "mtiomm] chalrsine

¥R, MOOOV: Yationa} chairman and held tha post for a month or twe
1
until the lapinlative investigsting committes 1n Kansus, found that

b had violated the apleit of the law spalnst loboying im H’m.

Ty
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wharsupon he reslpned and Mr. Eisenhower acoented it. e had had the
national ohairmanshin a menth or two, porhaps tuwo montin when all this
hanpaned and I understand the matlonal comusittes mmicd him 3 year palarcy

and that was that.

DR. WID¥MAN: That waas that.

ME, BO0OY: Now do you wani to turn off—

PR. WIOKHAN: O.X.
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MR, MOCOY: T learned of Ooneral Eisenhowsr's peart sttack in Denver
when T was returning by ear frowm a trip bto Topeka. I wio aprrosching
Tawrencs listening to a foagtball game on the radlo trying to declds
whother 1t was worthwhile seeing the lapt quarter or not, and Lhe nows
camg over tho radio that the fenaral had had & heart attack and was in
Fitasimmons Hoapital. T decided to drive on to my hose in Johnson County
and on I came in 4he deor the rhone was ringlng and Lt was my oflice
saying, "Alvin, how quickly ean you got o Denver?* And 1 sald, *I
supposn 33 soon as T ean get to tie alrport exeept [ don't have any
smoney", and tha offics checked and found that the Star tma looked up
1ts safe and it didn't elther but 1t asld that maybe I could etop by
oy Rotarts' homs ant plok up some cash, OG0 ho was callad and be
happened te have asveral hundred dollars, encugh to buy an alrplane
tiskst and pobt me to Denver. I esught a plane on the run by 5130
o'alock or 7103, T wae out there ip a couple ol hours, and there

wis preat confuoion, all the reporters wero arriving fros every diree-
tion, rushins out to the military bmse, obh, @ half mile or a mile
fro= the hoopitole. %wWe wore ot the alrfield and I ressmber reporters
were ln cots up and down tho hallways ard they were arriving from
pvaryvhere., In o few days, 1 think, there wust have besn two or
thros hindred, Thers were Uritlish reporters, French==I uas oul

Jith a Pranoh sroup—they sust have cows from all ovar Lhae HOrld--
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at the moment that was the bipast cows ovent io the worlde--tho Pros-
idont of the nTted Jtates wan elther molng to make it, or ho wasn't,
and po e had brlefllnre rerulorly by Pool Tudley Whilte when he srriveds
The presa used Lo have one or two briefnge o day, and I femembor
distinetly the horror of a British reporter when in one of the briefinge
Ore. “hite wan sketchine the heart and whare the infaretion hao taken
place, and he says, "chyly the way, tho “eneral hat a very jfood bewel
sovemant this sorning." The fAritlsher was horrifled. He gald, "Imagine
what you'd say if Sho #riilah paper should report that the Qusen had

s bowel movemeni today."

IR, WICKMAN: Trdicative of Lie tywnendous Interast, thourh, in
ogvarrthinr that happonod.

¥R, 1E00Y1 Yems, oh, yous, we were complobely brisfed on every phagp-—

the firgt daye the reporters didn't aven know wisther %o sleesp or nob,

PR, WICEMAR: Tow long did you stay out im Denver then?

MR, "e0Y: T think I gtaynd tuo or Lhrca weeks wWigfl==

[f. WI0EAY: Twa or throe woaks.

uN, "MCOT: At least two wenlm when the lact trat he was roeqvaring

was avident,Limt e was polnz to marvive ang at no Yime, T think,
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did amy reporter see him. %o were 51l a half mils awsy ood we were
For the most part polnp and geilting =ather brief sleen snd coming out
early in the morning for the briefings--it certalnly was an intarest

of wids nowa.

DR, WICKMAN: That had bean, of course, ona of Lthw mjor thince that had
happened as far an presidentlal health wasn concerned slnce Fresident
Hoogevelt had dled, T think, and 1% was, there was a suwoession gquestion

hou and whom=—
MR, MOOOY: That'e rfphfee
TR, ¥ICKEWN: e-and disability=-

M, MOCOY: That's ripht. This dild raive the soecession quostion mnd
there was some sarly oriticiss of the press arrangements that the
fanarol had, in fact, T think ons of the early storles had merely

roportoed that the "eneral had & stesoch sthackes
bR, YIgYMAY: Stomach allment o~ semebhine 1ike thit--

MR. YOOUY: Einor eilment, and thers wns wlde oriticlss when it developed
later that 1t had bmon much more saverse bLhan thet, and there was,
[ tolieve, a chansr in Lthe pross secretary whlle we were in Lenver,

I don't =wcall who was put in charpe, [ think maybe, I'm not sure
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who cams in at that time, T don't resall the napes.

DR, WECEYAT: Wan, nominally, who covered the White House for thes Star

then in thoso yoars, did Jack Willlams do thlg or--

MR, “000T: Mo, we hat, Jack want back thara he may have pena back
about that time, yes, T ruess he was, but o+ had a bureas of two man,
Duke Shoop, now deceased, ard Jaok WilTiams and nsually they would
gover the ¥hite House und the news that oo out of washinghton. I

did not covar Washirston, I would cover eventa in thio arca.
., WICTMAY: Yolther ono of then, though, went to Denver—-
¥R, ¥CCOY: No, nelther one of tham-=

DR. WICKMAH1—=to ik you up on that.

MR. *00Y: Mo, T coversd the Denver session until it wan apparent

that the feneral would recovar. T do resesber vhetb o Lonse Lise 1G
wag and swhot wide world intarest there was, and T was proatly lepreased
by the mumier of foreimm reportars that camn in to covar the svent

too, until they wers suro he was out of ths wooda.

Dit. WIODMAN: Pd you cover any of the other allmenta he hac, you

brew e had his {leitis oporation?
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MR. MOODY: Wo, we did 1t by geopraphy. Thst would be covered by the
men in Washirgton, he was in then, I think, the Johns Hopkine or Yalter

feed at that time. Wall, that's about it.

DH. WICXMAN: When, what was the last thing that you covered while the

Flavaral was President orfe-

MR. MOCO¥: My recollection wosx that 4t was tha heart attack bocguae
primarily we would organize owr coverageé on foofraphical btasis and so
our Washington corresnondentno, Mr. Shoop and Jack Willlams, would
gover the presidentisl offiee and, matter of fact, they cowred, they
digd some of the travsllmy with his during the campaignms I did not
travel with hi= during the campaipn except to po to Minnesota to

govar tha mseting «han Mr. Stevenson also appearsd latar.
M, UMXMAM: Wiy don't you throw that in we pot enocurh tapa I think.

¥R. MOO0V: So that when Mr. Eilsevhowsr wan President [ did po back
for tho Ingupuration and covered the partioipaticn of the Narsanm

roup and the parades and the anormoun @ll in the armary and thot
sort of thing and then az T say I ooversd the heart attack and that
wan =v only direct coverape, oh, I did go to the 1986 convertion i
3an Franciseo vhen he was pominated, and, incidentally, the nomination

wan a lorepone conclosion and 50 one thing I recall in & rather
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dramatic appearance of virtually all ths cabinet officara on the
platfora durlnyr the corventlon. The Sagretary af Dafenae ar War

at that tima, Coomerce, Tressury, virtually the sntire cabinet
appaared one by one on the platform ano pove a report of tholr
stowardship of office to the public, largaly not covernd by the
pational press because of an inaldent in whish tha General's arrival
In town alnost colpoided with trds report so all the lesding reporters
far the press services wers out thare covering Fresldest Flsenhowor's
grrival and go only = Pow of us bask in ths convention pot to cover
the rather drositie story of the repart of the state of the matien

by the membars of the cableet which was largely uncovorsd at that

time becaune of that happening.

DR, WIOMMAN: Do vou want to put that Minnesota visit on, what slection

was that, what campaigm, '52 or '5567

¥R, AO00Y: I's pratty sure it was cho 'S2 campalpn in wnlah, yes,
becatse thoze people were sarly In his manapemant and so the train

arrlived In Mlimespta==

DR. WTCYMAN: Rochegter, you sald befor@e-

MR. MOGOY: fMochester, feor the naticnal plowlny conbest, that can

be checked by the records whan that ccourred, but I am quits sure
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a plewing contest would have Lo be in July or Aupust, and it brought
an anarmons evowd of Carmers and Lidn wan the place where both condi-
datos mids thelr appeal for the farm vote on the losues and that's it.

¥ell, I mave you a whols tane.
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