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This beging an interview with Dr. Gravaon Kirk at his office
in New York City, May 12, 1975.

MR. HORROCKS: Dr. Kirk, counld you give us a personal summary
of your background? l/"__e"‘:.\

DR. KIRK: I was born in Ohio and I am a graduate of Miami ~1z
University. Then I did a Master's Degree at Clark Universitv,
my Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin. 1In the course of Ty
graduate education, I spent a year at Eecole Libre des Sciences
Politigues in Paris. Subseguently I spent a year at the

London School of Economics, completing my formal educational
background. I taught political science and particularly inter-
national relations at the University of Wisconsin during the
'30s and woved then to Columbia in 1940 where I hecame professor
of internaticonal relations., Then after Pearl Harbor I went

to the state depsrtment to join the Division of Special
Research under Leo Pasvolsky which was engaged in post-

whr planning. And T had a short period of residence at

Yale as a research associate., Then T was on the U.S.

delegation staff at the Dumbarton Oaks conversations in '44.

I was the executive officer of the third commission of the

U.H. conference in San Francisco in 1945. aAfter that T
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came back to Columbia to resume full-time work and then when
President Eisenhower came, I was the chairman of the inaugur-
ation committes for him in Octobher 1948, Later when the then-

praovost, Albert C. Jacobs, left to become chancellor of the

University of Denver I toock over his post as provost of
the university. In the following year I became the vice-president,
and then in 1951, I think it was, when General Eisenhower toock
leave from his presidential poet at Columbia to go to SHAPE,

I took over then as the acting head of the university in his
ahasence. After having been elected President of the United

States in 1953, General Eiszenhower resigned his university

post: I hecame his successor as the fourteenth president of

Columbia and so remained until my retirement in 1968,

HORROCKS: When was the first time you met Genaaml Eisenhower?

KIRK: It was ahout the time of his inmauguration.

HORROCKS: You hadn't known him before then?

KIRK: Na, I had not.

HORROCES: what was the nature of your work with post-war

planning?
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KIRK: Well I did a good deal of work on proposals for a
peace treaty settlement, But most of my work, in Washington,
was devoted to the preparation of the American draft for a

United ¥ations' charter.

L]

HORROCES: Did you ever discuss that work with General

Eisenhower afterwards? rdfﬁh
KIRK: No. No. I\\ ] -:ff’"l

HORROCKS: What was the status of Columbia University as

General Eisenhower bhecame its president.

KIRK: Well there had kheen & long period, from 1902 until
1945, under the presidency of Nicholas Murray Butler,. He
retired in 1945, and the thEn~pernﬁt, Dr. Frank Fackenthal
became the acting head of the university and so repained until

General Bisenhower was elected.

HORRQCKS: Was the university in any financial difficulties

as the General bhecame president?

KIRK: 0Oh, yes, all universities, all private universities,
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with perhaps one or two exceptions are chronically in

fFinanceial difficulties.

HORROCKS: But nothing out of the ordinary at the time?

KTRE: ¥No, no nothing very serious. I don't remember the

hudgetary situation during his fairly brief time, but during

the seventeen years when I was responsible for the budget, H{Tnh\a
we only had small deficits in two out of the seventeen :

years, So it wasn't a bad situation.

&
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HORROCKS: When he did become president of Columbia, were

there any unusual problems in relations

administration, trusteas?

ETRE: You mean before he came?

HORROOKS: Before he came.

between faculty,

KIRK: I don't think so, although my knowledge of that period

iz not perhaps as precise as it might be because, mind you, for

most of the preceeding five or six years I'd been away. I1'd

been in =nd out. The university had been disrupted a great
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geal during the war as all universities were. We'd under=-
taken the training of a great many midshipmen for the Havy
in order to use the physical plant when students were off at
war. Thus, the university had been through a period of very
considerable disruption as all universities were during the

Second World War.

HORROCKS: At any rate, there were no unigue circumstances

as the General came in as president, unigue to Columbia.

KIRK: No. There was a feeling that the time had come when

we neaded a fresh look at the future of the university because,
mind you, before this brief interim periocd there had been a
very long period of rapid growth and development under

Wicholas Murray Butler and President Butler stayed on a Bit,
perhaps a bit too long, with the result that a ecertain amount
of stagnation had set in, simply because there wasn't a younger,

able and energetic head of the university.

HORROCHKS: Stagnation as far as curricula or fund-ralising or

physical development?

KIEK: A little of all thase,
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Fage &
HORROCKS =

Why was General Eisenhower chosen?

I guess that's
the ochvious guestion,

EIRK: Yes,

I don't kKnow.

Because I wasn't on the board of
trustees, and I don't know,

HORROCES £

Was there any rumor that he was particularly

under eonsideration before it was announced?

__..-I'-"nl-:'.J -y
- T
\oic i
FKIRK: If so I had not heard it. HNo.
HORROCKS: How did the faculty generally react to the selection?
KIRK:

Well I think they were intrigued by it.

It's very
hard to say how did the faculty feel, because no university

faculty as a whole ever has a common feeling about anything.

HORROCHKS =

bid the General ever tell you why he chose to
come to Columbia?

KIRH:

wWell I think partly because of the example of his
brother, Milton.

He had or thought he had an interest in

higher education because his brother had become president
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of Kansas State Agricultural College and had moved from
thearea to Penn State, then eventually from Penn State to

Johns Hopkines.

HORROCKS: He had expressed, as far as his interest in
education goes, a preference for, or at least an initial

interest in a smaller, guieter schcol.

KIRK: He used to say that to me. He used to say on occasicon
that what he really had in mind was a small, rural, liberal

arts college which, of course, ia not what he got.

HORROCES @ Hut at all,

KIRK: Far from it. About the opposite end of the spectrum.

HORROCKS: Well what happened that he went to Columbia?

KIRK: What happened? That's rather difficult to say. You

mean in terms of his own interest or-——

HORROCES: Yes,

KIRK: He was subjected to a great deal of external pressure

during his entire time at Columbia. Mind you, his time there
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was brief, He was subjected to a great deal of extermal
pressure; he was constantly being sought out by this organ-
ization or this group., political and otherwise, and it was
very difficult for him to concentrate on Columbia affairs,
Second, he came with no background about the nature opr
organization or operation of a large, very complex, research-

oriented university. But he never really had time to master

the problem.

HORRCCKS: Why would he have chosen a university the size of
Columbia, with its proklems over, say, a smaller college

like Amherst or something like Kansas State?

FIRK: That I don't know. That I don't know, I often wondered
about it too. BPBut at any rate that's the way it turned out.

I simply can't answer that; I don't suppose anyone can. Milton

might know more about it,

HORROCKS: Did he ever express a feeling that he got something
that he hadn't bargained for or something different thap what

he expected?

KIRK: Oh, yes. Yes. I think so, I think he was somewhat
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surprised at the complexity of the problem, surprised that
he was unable to solhe these problems in the guick and
decisive fashien that the professional military man becomes

acoustomed to.

HORROCKS: And what kinds of problems would these be?

KTRK: FProblems in dealing with the faculty, problems in
fund-raising, problems in the coordination of the various
sheools and faculties. You see we had some sixtesn schools

and faculties at the university.

HORROCKS: Did he anticipate doing a lot of fund-raising

when the trusteeg-—--—

KIRK: I think not. I think nmot. I think this was something
of a shock to him when he found that he would be expected to
raise money for Columbia because I think he had been led to
believe by the trustees that he would not be obliged to do

mich of this. He found that this simply didn't work in terms
of large fund raising, fund-raising insofar as impertant donors
were concerned-—they wanted to talk to the president. They

always do.
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HORROCKS: Did he become unhappy with any of the people on

the trustees who had convinced him otherwise initially?

HEIRE: I don't kEnow.

BOERROCKS: He never expressed-—-

KIRK: If s0 I wouldn't have known that, no.

HORROCKS: Well I gquess there were two fund-raising acti-
vities really to be carried on, some would be for his own

projects, such as the American Assembly.

KIRK: Such as the American Assembly, yes. He was wvery much
interested in that. He regarded that as his particular pet

project.

BORROCKES: Fund-raising for Columbia University as the trustees

would want him to do, did he fellew through on that?

KIRK: Within a reasonable extent, yes, although it was not
very congenial to him. He hired a professional fund-raiser,
Paul Davis. A&And Davis set up guite a staff and Eisenhower

gave them some support. Davis get inte trouble and didn't
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stay. He left before Eisenhower did.

BORROCKS: Davis left in about '*50, I think.

¥IRK: I think that's right.

HORROCKS: What sort of problems did he run into? This is

Mr. Davis.

KIRK: I think chiefly in dealing with the faculty and in
being unable to solve the problems of coordination. During
the early Butler periecd, Butler did everything, practically
all the fund-raising. A&t that time it was a smaller institution
and more effectively coordinated. Then as Columbia grew and
became a great sprawling institution, inevitable various ﬂeaﬂﬁ
began to do fund-raising of their own. Hence, one of the

growing problems was that of coordination, which Davis was

unable to do.

HORROCKS: Did the General primarily rely on Mr. Devis for

fund-raising advice and technique?

KIRK: I suspect =o.
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BORROCKS: Where did General Eisenhower get these funds?

Was it primarily from new contacts or Columbia alumni?

KIRK= ©Oh, a combination of both: Individuals who
believed in him and to whom he could turn, some corporate

support, alumn:i support, the usual range of such things.

HORROCKS: Did he especially get a lot just because he was

such a charismatic, unigue figure?

KIRK: GSome, But the fund-raising during this period was

not spectacular because he was there only a short time, you

BHEE,

HORROCKES: I get the feeling that when he became president

of the university, he had in mind that he would kind of

1z

W FEnf

become a senior statesman to whom faculty and students would

lock to for advice and general guidance.

KIRK: Let's put it this way, he brought to the upiversity
military staff approach to problems, and this approach did

work very well in a wniversity. He was rather timid about

his

not

the
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faculty. PFreguently he would ask me, as the provost of

the university, provest and vice-president, to preside

at the faculty meetings which was his own stated cobligation.
And he would say, "You go I'm busy, you go and preside,

1'11 come in later and sit on the side lines." He didn't
really want to preside over university faeulty affairs.,
HORROCKES: Was it because he wasn't interested in them, or

oAlaay

was he a bit intimidated, insecure about it?

i
. PANTE

KIRK: Perhaps a little of both., I don't know. I really
can't tell you about that. But I can report that he
didn't estaklish the warm faculty contacts with senior
faculty members that I think some of the senior faculty

members expected would occur.

HORROCKS: Was the faculty receptive to him? Did they give

him a fair chance on thi=?

KIRK: I think so., Y¥es, I think so. But a number of them,
a number of the senior people became alienated long beiore

he left—-I think in large part because of the fact that he
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had brought some staff pecple along with him who weren't
very sophisticated about who should be allowed to see

him and these stafi people controlled his calendar,

HORROCKS: Are you speaking now of Kevin McCann and Robert

Schnlz?

KIRK: Speaking primarily of Schulz. To some extent

McoCann.

HORROCKS: I guess Schulz was primarily an administrative

aide who would handle appointmentg—-—

KIRK: That's right,

HORROCKS: ==scheduling and such.

KIR¥K: He did Eisenhower immense harm at Columbia.

HORROCKS: Did anyone speak to the General about this and

try and straighten it cut?

FEIRK: I don't know. I don't know.

HORBOCFS: What was Hevin MceCann's role?

Tl [
r 4
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KIR¥: Well he wrote speeches and served as a general

adviser on things.

BORROCKS: Did he fit in reasonably well?

KIRK: Let's say it this way-—he fitted in a bit better than

Sehnlz but Schulz didn't fit at all,

HORROCKS: How did you hecome provost? o

KIRK: Well, as I say, Albert Jacobs who was the then-provost,
who had come from the law faculty, left to become chancellor
of the University of Denver and I was asked to take his

place. Wwhat the procedure was by which my name was turned

up and they decided upon me, I, of course, never knew,

HORROCKS: Had you developed a close personal relationship

with the General hefore this?

KIRK: HNo. HNo,

HOBROOCKES: Afterwards.

KIRK: No, only afterwards. I had not before that time.



pr. Grayson Kirk, 5-12-73 page 16

Which leads one to the normal conclusion that the decision
was not made by the General se much as by some other people

around and that he had accepted it.

BORROCKS: Who would have made these decisions, SOomeone like

Jacobs? ({;E;}\

&/
T

KIRK: T suppose that he had guite a lot to do with selection =i

aof his succasSor.

HORROCKS: Did Mr. Fackenthal play any particular role in

helping administer the university after the General came?
KIRK: MNo. HNo.

HORROCKS: I guess he made the comment, or he has been guoted
as having said that, "The general came:; I offered him advice,
that my door would always be open, and he never asked for my

adyices "

KTRK: I think that's true. Which I thought was unfortunate
because Fackenthal had spent all his life at the university.

He ecould have been very helpful. But Schulz and McCann
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wanted no part of that and Eisenhower didn't interfere.

HORROCKS: Was anvone &2t Columbia serving as his oclose

adviser during this period, when he first got there?

KIRK: MNobody that I know. He formed, rather early, a
fairly close personzl relationship with the then-Dean of

Calumbia College, Harry Carman. How much he relied upon f

,_
-Il
#
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him I don't know. I know he respected him and liked him,

and it was a mutual feeling.

HORROCKS: And developed & close friendship with Phillip

Young of——

KIRK: Oh, yes. Phil Young of the business school, that's
right. The two of them were closer I think to him than

most other administrators.

HORROCKS: What attracted them to General Eisenhower?

KIRK: ©Oh, I don't know. Harry Carman is dead, but Phil

Young isn't==you'll have to ask him.
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HORROCKS: I know he's up in Van Hornesville, I wanted to
interview him, but it's too far.

It's just kind of a mystery, not a mystery just a problem,
how ‘the General came in to Columbia surrounded with these two
people as his watchdogs--—

__.-"-.-':;.'l'l.l
KIRK; Yes, which was a great mistake, & EHH

i
e

HORROCKS: -——and never was really able to break out of it,

FIRK: HNo. If he'd been here longer I'm sure he would have,
but he was there such & short time that he didn't break out

of it and this was a very bad arrangement for him.

HORROCKS: He expressed, well before he went to Columbia and
afterwards and in a ceouple chapters in At Ease—-his recollec-
tions of his time at Columbia--a yearning for more contact
with the students. And one gets the feeling that that's one

of the primary reasons that he wanted to come to a university.

KIRK: I think that's right. He wanted to be sort of a
father figure to a lot of students, but this expectation

didn't work out too well.,
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HORROCES: And the reason?

KIRK: Well partly because he finally found that his time
was taken up with all the other things that bedevil the
life of the university president. BAnd he was subject. in
addition, to a vast number of loecal, external but local

pressures--I mean New York City, and then from Washington =
_L'l" £

|
as well as from professional politicians coming to see him.

L]

Y, Ty
Ty

HORROCKS: It's kind of curious his relation in his book
about Dean [Louis M.] Hacker's invitation for him to speak
te his class, a general studies class. And I guess he
appeared and gave & lecture and then was, from what he
writes, it seeme he was grilled rather intensively by the

students afterwards.

EIRE: Columbia students are like that.

HORROCKS: And then he decided he didn't want to make a

return engagement on this for the nexXt year.

KIRK: Yes, I suspect that's right. Hacker would know more

abhonut that than I, buot I think that's true.
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HORROCKS: Would yvou say that he never really adapted to

Columbia University?
KIRK: Yes, I would say that.

HORROCES: I guess Colunbia Teachers College had = problem
when Eisenhower came as far as its image and public relations

go—-McoCarthyism, of being a "Red” institution, so to speak. rf H}

o

LT

W
i,

How did he handle this? N et

KIBEK: I don't know. The problem didn't arise in any way as
far as my own work was concerned as proveost of the university
hecause Teachers College is a separate corporation and
Bisenhower, the president, was ex-officio member of their
board. But it didn't arise as far as I was concerned in my

work. So I just don't know,

HORROCKS: What exactly was your work?

KIRK: Well he locked to me as the person to really administer

the university and to come to him for major decisions.

HORROCKS: Would you have to filter your way through Kevin

MeCann or Robert Schulz?
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KIRK: No. This created a bit ¢f a problem because they

would have preferred to hawe it that way but T ecouldn’

have it that way.

HOBREOZES: Were wvou left pretty much on your own ag far as

initiative and handling university problems?

t

KIRK: Except that he naturally wanted to make major decisioms,

because the president should make them himself. He had a

tendeney born out of his long military experience to want

to have all the problems presented to him in very brief

form--not more than one page and then he would make his

decision guickly, sometimes too guickly. He would sheoot

from the hip, as the colleoguial saying goes, in order

dispose of the problem.

HORROCKS: Through habit or a lack of interest in the

EIRE: Habkhit, I think, habit., Often, I think that he

it was better to make a decision than to postpone it.

Lo

problem?

felt

_‘..-'.:..h_._l.'. _-
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HORROCCKS: Can you think of any specific instances where

thig——

KIRK: HNo, I don't think of any specific ones, but he had the
executive habit of, having made the decision, to dismiss the

matter from his mind, which was a good thing to do. If in

my judgment it was the wrong decision, I'd very fregquently f;’i:ai
agsumé the authority not to carry out what he had told me I'
to do and I would go back two or three days later and say,

"General, I've been thinking about this and I wonder if we

ought to do it this way rather than that way." 5And by

that time it was out of his mind and he didn't care,

HORROCKS: Would you feel that, this is a personal judgment,
the way you saw his administration of Celumbia University

followed a very similar pattern as President of the United

Etates?

HIRK: I wasn't familiar enough with the way he administered

the White House. I deon't know.

HORROCKS: How did the American Assembly come about?
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KIRK: I don't know. He had had for scome time in his mind
the notion that there ought to be some means whereby people
of good will could reach some kind of a consensus about major
naticnal proklems—-that if some mechanism would be created
whereby intelligent pecple, interested in the welfare of the
nation rather than in individual or group advancement, could
be brought together to talk about major national problems {ﬁhﬁﬁx
they might be able to reach a consensus which then would be - _Jé-

nationally useful.

BORROCKS: Was this an idea that he came in with, or did this

develop?

KIRK: I don't know whether he had it when he came. Certainly
it was an idea which he developed wvery shortly after he came

o Columbia.

HORROCKS: Who were the pecople who worked most closely with
him in developing it? Were you personally involwved in

developing it?

KIFRK: Not to any great extent. My recollection is that he
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turned more to Phillip Young on that than anyone else,

HORROCES =
2 naive or innocent approach to
hssembly idea.

KIRK: I agree.
BORRCOCES :
KIRK:

I doubt it.

HORROCKS 2

Somehow it strikes me as rather,

Did he ever realize that?

in some ways

education, the American

—~ ™
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It's real curicus because it's that same approach

that follows through in a2 lot of his approach to the presidency.

KIRK: It was a very simplistie
But he had great faith in it as

national problem= and cof course

[Interrupticon]

BORROCKS: If you were studying
from the historian's viewpoint,

look inta?

approach, extremely simplistic,
the way to solve major

it didn't work out that way.

General Eisenhower at Columbia

what sort of things would vou

L
'\._.FJ.I
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KIRK: That's a rather difficult guestion because of the
shortness of time he was at Columbia and the fact that it

was not, in my judgment, for him s very happy experience., T
think he regarded the opportunity to take leave from Columbia

and to go toc SHAPE as z welcome change., 5S¢ from a historian's
point of view, I would be interested in why he ever accepted

the Columbia appeointment, but I don't know of anyone who e,
could help except possibly Milton, with whom he wust have |
talked about it, or Mamie who is still living. But it's

not the sort of thing I ever could ask him. I ceuldn't

go over and say, "Why the hell did yvou come here?"

HORROCKS: And he never said, "why the hell am I here?"

FIRK: HNot guite, no.

BORROCKS: Is there anything concrete that happened asg he
left for SBAPE that would have given you this feeling that

he was glad to leave?

EIRE: No. Mo.
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HOREOCES: Just a general sense——

KIRK: Just a general feeling that he was becoming

increasingly frustrated.

HOBROCES: He left z2zlmost all of the adpinistrative woark

first to Mr. Jacobs and then to you.

EIRK: That's right.

HORROCKS: Were the trusteez ever unhappy at this, or had

they expected this to hagppen?

KIRK: I would have no way of knowing about that. I think
they were pleased to have 2 man with his international
reputation as the head of Columbia, feeling that this was
8 good thing for Columbia. They liked him personally.

It wag very hard not to like the man personally because he
had an enormously attractive personality. And whether
there was any sense of disillusionment on the part of the
trustees I would not know because I was not then inwvolved

with them.
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HORROCFES: When he did go off to SHAPE, did he continue to

have an active involvement with the university?

KIREK: FNo.

HORROCKS: In other words he was really--

KIRK: No. He simply wrote me a letter, which is in the
files somewhere, saying "I'm leaving. During my absence you
are to exercise =1l the functions of the prezidential office

for me." and so on,

HORROCKS: Did you have the feeling then that he wasn't

coming back?

EIRK: Yes. I had nothing to go on. It was just a hunch,

But I had the feeling that, in all probabkility, he would not

come back.,

HORROCKES: Not just because of the election, but perhaps for

any reasoll.

KIBRK: No. I just had the feeling that he hadn't been

terribly happy there, although I could be wrong about that.
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I don't think Mrs. Eisenhower liked it there, &aAnd I had

the—-=

[Interruption]

HORROCKS: ==in citizenship education.

KIEK: Yes, he bhelieved that something seriously lacking in
American education at all levels was education for citizen-
ship. This was a something that was almost an cbsession with
him, and the result is that he tried through the American
Assembly, the Citizenship Education project in Teachers College,
and subsegquently from the White House in the National Goals

Commission, to do something about it.

HORROCKS: What did he mean by citizenship sducation and what
did he feel was missing in our teachings, in our education

system? Was it-—-

KIREK: GO on.

HORROCKS: Or maybe he never really had it clearly defined,
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KIRK: I'm not sure how clearly defined it was. I think the
concept was perhaps a little vague in his own mind except
that he knew a good citizen from one who wasn't a good
citizen, and he felt that there must be some way by which
the educational system ecould be retooled a kit s8¢ as to turn

out as a product people who would be good American citizens.

HORROCK3S: Those who would agree with him. \: f
H‘\-.,\_\_\_:J_'_'_‘_I- v

KIRK: In terms of the great werities on which this country

was founded, democracy, freedom for the individual, the

free enterprise system and so on, yes.

BORROCKE: It kind of reminds me of some material I saw
relating to the American Assembly, and it was a brochure and
if the American Assembly was designed to kind of unify and

hash out opinions to reach common goals——

KIRK: That's right.

HORROCKES: =-=I read this definition of those who should join

the American Assembly as those who believe that we must fight
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the communist threat in western Eurcpe and wished to explore
how to do it. And this strikes me as iscolating those vou
disagree with and then working out an agreement with those

who already agrees with you, to some extent.

KIRK: I really don't know how far in his own mind he thought
it was important teo bring in people with differing points of

view and then try to reach a consensus, or how far consensus

would be dependent on the selection of persons who had a

common approach. This I don't know. You'd have to go

over, which I have not deone, the personnel invited to the

early American Assemblies.

HORROUKS: Well you were involved in the American Assembly as—-—

KIRE: Well I was on the beoard, ex-pfficico, for a long time,

Then I helped pick Henry Wriston to direct the Assembly.

HORROCKS: Just basiecally, how was the American Assembly

structured during those early years,

KIRK: Well we had a board, partly Columbia people. There
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were a great many people from the outside, as is still true.
The funds were raised directly for the American Assembly and

they were administered, by Columbia through the School of

Business.

BORROCKS: And how was Lewis Douglas chosen as executive

director?
KIRK: ©Lew Douglas? Was he directer of that thing? Was s
% e
he—= = E
Kizggﬁj

HORROCES: Yes.

KIRK: Well I knew Lew very well, I didn't realize he was

ever executive director of the--

HORROCES: I think he was the first one.

KIRKE: He may have bheen, very briefly.

HORROCKS: ©Or he may have been a figurehead.

KTRK: I think pretty much so, yes. I think so. I knew Lew

very well but I don't--I knew he was on the board but I had
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forgotten, one's memory doss this, I had forgotien that Lew

had ewver bheen——

HORROCKS: I may be wrong.

KIRK: I had forgotten that Lew was ever actually--my
secretary here might help us on that. She used to take
General Eisenhower's dictation and she was around the presi-

dent's office before. You might want to talk to her.

HORROCKS: Helen King.

EIEE: Yes,

HORROCKES: I thought I recognized that name on the letter.

KIRK: You might want to talk to her because she was in the
president's office leng before I was. She worked with Mr.

Jacobks there and 50 On.

HORROCKS: That may be a good idea.

KIRK: I suggest that you do that when we've finished here

if you have time.

g gat)

—
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BORROCKS: So the American Assembly was really guided by an

advisory board.
EIRK: That's right.
HORROCKS: Was it mostly by Philip Young who administered it?

¥IRK: I think s¢. And then later on he got Henry Wriston to

do it.

.-__.-"!._ll 1
BORROCKS: What was the size of the American Assembly as far [

as its foecal discussion groups which I think was really the

kind of ultimate aim of it.

KIRK: Well they would get-—-forty, fifty people together for

a weekend up at Arden House.

HORROCKS: and then they would publish the results and have

it go out ta local discussion groups throughout——

KIRK: That came later. The formation of the little assemblies

came after Eisenhower's time.,

HORROCKS: Was that envisioned by him?

PP
T

i
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KIRK: I don't know, He certainly would have approved aof

Lty N

HORROCKS: Did he take an active interest in the types of
American Assembly programs that were sponsored after he

became President of the United States?

FIR¥: I think he had a benevolent interest in it, however

remote, but I'm not sure because I've never been involved e
in the direct administration of the Assembly. I've gone to

make opening speeches on occasion to the Assembly and to

preside occasionally at the sessions of the Assenbly in

the past.

HORROCKS: You're a professor of internaticonal affairs and

government. Correct?

KIRK: That's right. I was yes.

HORROCKS: Did you ever discuss international affairs and

international politice with the General?
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KIRK: HNot directly to any great extent because wa Were
both =o busy with administrative jobs. The things I discussed

with him were Columbia problems.

HORROCKS: What was Columbia's contribution to him, if any,

when he left in 'S5l. __;:_:'-«T*'-‘s}\
| Foug |

o Pyt

!
Nl
]

KIRE: I don't know, on the positive gside, what one could =S
say. It had been a brief interlude in his life--as I indi-
catéﬂ earlier, I don't think an altogether happy one. I

don't know what he had expected to find at Columbia, but I

don't think he found what he had thought he might find there,
possibly because, his experience with higher education had

been limited to West Point, which is a very different kettle

aof fish.

BORROCKS: BAnd with the citizenship programs, it seems as
though his idea ¢f education was to disseminate existing
knowledge to people rather than exploration and the job of

learning.

KITREK: T don't think that interested him very much. I think
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what he was interested in--his real passion--was not in

training the mind but turning out good citizens.

HORROCKS: Would you say that he was interested in using the
university to mebilize for the cold war through the American

Assembly, citizenship education, of the conservation of human

N
=
of

resources project? ﬂ'

r'-!
e

KIRK: T think that's putting it in too stark a fashion. I
don't think he thought of using the university as a mechanism
toc mobilize for the cold war. I think he was disturbed about
the way in which the gllies fell apart so soon after the end
of the war. I think he was disturbed about the threat which
Soviet Russia posed. I think he felt that Americans were
perhaps not as aware of the problem as they ought to be.

And this may have been one of the major items in his mind as
he developed this notion of the importance of education for
citizenship. But I think it was in broader terms. I think
it had to do as much with the ability of the federal govern-
ment to grapple with domestic proklems and the necessity to

have @ broadly=~educated and patrictic and fully-aware body
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of citizens behind the government. And I think he was as
much concerned about the dopestic situation as he was with

the cold war.
HORRCOCKS: The kind of statism, stalking the government—-

KIRK: That's right. He was strongly of the opinion that the
federal government was expanding inte fields where it had no
business being, that the function of govermment ocught to be

minimal and should not reach out and try to direct the lives

af the individual citizens to the extent that it was then

*

doing.

-
il ||

HORROCKS: “This may be a guestion that yvou may not have
direct knowledge of. Did he have feelings such as these
when he came inteo Columbia as president? Or, to what extent
was he influenced by the friends that he made--I'm thinking

of people like William Robinson and William Byrne.

EIRE: I don't know.

HORROCKES: Cliff Roberts,

KIRK: I just don't know. I couldn't answer because
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I have no knowledge of it.

HORROCKS: Did he ever say why he thought the allies fell

apart after the war, what was really the crucial problem?

KIRK: HNo. I assumed he felt that it was because Stalin
decided to go his own way, but I don't think I ever heard

him say so in so many words.

%
HORROCKS: He often expressed the feeling that the Soviet alfigry B
social organization was based on the right T

In fact that's, I think, the phrase he used in describing it.
KIRK: He did occasionally I think.
HORROCKS: How literally did he believe that?

KIRK: I don't know. I don't know. As I say, my discussions

with him were largely on university #dministrative matters.

HORROCKS: Then, given that I'll pursue one more guestion on
that line, if I may. You wrote a book in '36 on Philippine

independance.
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KIRK: ©Oh, yes.

BORROCES: And at that time-—-—

KIR¥: ¥You've done some homework, I see,

HORROCKS: Oh, yes. And at that time he was in the Philippines
training Philippine defense forces; did you ever get together

with him on that?

KIRK: No. HNever did. I wrote the book before I came Lo

columbia, you see. 1 don't know whether he'd ever seen the

book or not. T don't think I ever mentioned it to him.

HORROCKS: Was he ever interested in the School of Seocial

Work? Is it the Hew York or the New School of Social Work?

KIRK: Well at that time it was the New ¥ork School of Social
Work, and I've forgotten the year when it was brouwght into
columbia but I think it was after Eisenhower's time. It was
an offshoot of the Community Service Society in New York and

was independent at that time but with some affiliation with
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Columbia. We gave the degrees for them, I think, by an
arrangement that had been made some time before. BAnd then

1ater on when they were disowned by the Community Service

Spciety, it was decided that they could no longer afford to

live independently and they were brought into the Columbia picture.
But my recollection is that that was after Eisenhower's time.

I can check that. But I think it was. ff::n?h

HORROCKS: Were you involved or close to him at all when the

pressure was built in '48 for him to get involved in politics?

KIRK: No. No, he kept those parts of his life separate from

the university.

HORROCKS: Did you ever sense before, really before he came
Lack to campaign, had you reached any conclusions on your

own as to whether he was interested and would run or not?

KIRE: Well I thought that, knowing the pressures to which
he had been subjected and the fact that he was not, in my
judgment, prepared to make a lifelong commitment to return

and stay until he retired at Columbia, I reached my own
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personal conclusion that in all probability he would be

receptive to a political draft.

BORROCES: This would have bheen well before the '52 election

year?

KIRK: Yes, oh yes. it

- _'!.“_.‘.:,_‘

BORROCKS: Are you familiar with any of the political pressures

that were brought to bear on him in 'sp, '517

KIRE: Kot particularly.

HORROCKS: Did he continue any contact with Columbia Univers-

ity while he was President of the United Stateg?

EIBK: HMo.

HORROCKS: After he was President of Lhe fnited Stakez, in

retirement?

KIRK: No. Mot really.

HORROCKS: He was happy to be away from New York.
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KIRK: I think that's right. ©Oh, if anybody from Columbia
was in Washingten, some of his old friends, they were welcome
to come to have a talk with him, but he didn't involve
himself in Columbia affairs after he left to go to SHAPE at

any time.

HORROCKS: And you never noticed him particularly fturning to

' H z bu'lﬂ:‘\
Ccolumbia for advisers or advice or—— * "

KIRK: ©0h, yes he did turn to some of the people he knew at
Columbia, for instance, he took Joseph Campbell, who then
was the treasurer of the university. He appointed him as

Comptroller General of the United States.
HORROCKS: Well Philip Young would be apncther, I guess.
KIRK: That's right. Philip Young would bLe another.

BORROCKS: There was no drawing on Columbia as a think-tank

oer anything else.

KIRK: HNo. Just a few people who were friends of his.
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HORROCKS: Ancther thing that I think he helped found while

he was at Columbia was the Institute for War and Peace.
KIRK: War and peace studies, yes.
HOEROCKS: What could you tell me about that?

KIRK: Well, he felt that it was important for the univers-—
ity to give special attention to =scome of these problems
chiefly relating to why wars come and what can be done to
prevent them. His approach was a bit, I must say, simplistic
about some of these things. But he felt that there aught

i LT

tn be an organized effort at Columbia to study problems i
.0
of peace and war. So he undertook to try to raise some

money, and he got a little, not very much, teo launch an

institute to study those matters.
HORROCKS: Are yvou familiar with who might have funded this?

KIREK: T don't remember now. we'd have to check the records

en that. Mostly they were personal friepds.

HORROCKS: Did he thipk that there was some special sort of
problem that caused wars or certain structural problems as

far as——
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KIRK: I don't know. He just had the feeling that more

systematic study ought to be given to the problem.

HORROCES: He hed an idea and let someone else figure ount

how to do 1it.
KIRE: That's right.
BEORROCKS: What was William T. R. Fox, is that his name?

KIRK: Yes, Bill Fox. We hrought Rill down from ¥Yale to
columbia te take my place as a professor of international

relations--after I had to give up teaching after 1 became
;ﬂﬁh}x

=
-
]

provost of the university. _
l'.

HORROCKS: And how did he become involved, as opposed to

other professors in the field?

KIRK: Well he was the natursl one because he was interested
in matters of this kind. He had been giving a lot of time
to the research institute in international relations up at
yale and in tems of hiz own interést. he was the natural

for this assignment.
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HORROCKS: Did he develop a personal relationship with the

General?
KIRK: Not to any great extent.

HORROCKS: Did the Institute for War and Peace develop or

have any sort of relationship with the American Assembly?
KIRK: HNo. They were entirely separate.

HORRﬁERE: Entirely. Would never have served, Bay, 45 a

researcher background=-=

KTRK: T don't think so because the Assembly was dealing with
a wide spectrum of problems, domestic and foreign. No,
there was no organic or even administrative or intellectual

relationship hetween the two.

HOREGCKS: Was it ever thought that the American Assembly,
especially with its first two programs, U.S.-Western Europe
relationship and inflation--General Eisenhower's two big
concerns——was a political podium for him, or served that

purposer?
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KIRK: Some of the people that were interested in it, from
the outside, may have thought about that. I never heard it
said. And I doubt if he did. I think he was genuinely
interested in the assembly. I don't think he was using

this as a tool for political advantage.

HORROCKS: Are you familiar with a general Ed or Edwin Clark?

1 think he was invelved somewhat with this Institute for War

AT
and Peace. fjﬂi £}
Ao

KIRK: Yes, he was a friend of the ceneral's. The name's
pretty vague now. It's a long time ago and I don't think I

could be helpful on that.

HORROCKS: Are youn familiar with how the Harrimans got

involved in domating the Arden House pstate?

KIRK: I don't know how the initial proposal was developed.

1 was involwved, as provost of the university, in the negoti-
ations about our taking over Arden House. This was a property
that neither Rowland nor Averell wanted. It had been built

by their father and it was a very large house, about a hundred

rooms. Both had houses elsewhere. It had been used during
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the war as a naval hospital, and then at the end of the
war there was a gquestion of what they would do with it

it was just sitting up there. And so how the initiative
came to give it to the university, as 8 home for the
American Assembly, I don't know. Averell would know about
that more than I. I was involved in the nuts and bolts

of the negotiations, how much land we would take, what
they do about helping us Lo refurbish the house, put in

new kitchens, new furnishings and things of that kind.

HORROCKS: There was no problem at the time with really
getting the facilities you needed and fund-raising fox

the American Assembly?

KIBK: HNo, I was concerned ahout Arden House as to whether

it would prove to be financially a white elephant because

the American hssembly would use it only a couple times a year
for weekends. It was a very large property and it was
obvious to me that {t would have to be used as a conference
center for a wide variety of other things if it would be

fimancially viable, I was worried akout the winkter period.
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But my fears were unfounded because it soon became apparent
that the number aof desirable organizations that wished to
make gse of it on a paying basis would be such as to

carry the whole property so it wouldn't be a charge on the

university budget.

HORROCKS: So it all worked out guite well. AT

KIRK: It worked ocut very well, vyes. 1 went back to the
Harrimans once when I needed to put a new roof on the house,

but that was after Eisenhower's time.

HORROCKS: Are you familiar at all with Eli Ginsberg's

conservation of human resources project?

KIRK: Yes. It was a thing in which Eisenhower was consid-

erably interested.

HORROCKS: How and why?

KIRK: Well, Eli could tell you more about that than I. I
just know that Eisenhower was interested in it and that the

two worked together on this very successfully.
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HORROCKS: How about the engineering center?
KIRK: Well, what about it?

HOBROCKS: Was Columbia's engineering program in trouble

when Eisenhower came in?

KIRK: Yes, in the sense that our physical engineering Ly
facilities were becoming pretty old because Columbia had kﬁ&:ﬂi
ane of the oldest engineering schools in the United States.

Tt had begun with the School of Mines founded at the time

of the Civil wWar and then had been expanded into a school of
engineering. It was a school with a fine reputation and with
many eminent graduates in varicus fields of engineering.

But there were two problems. One was that we didn't

attract as many students as We really ocught to have; and second,
we needed new facilities. But those were provided during my

time--the new facilities—--after Eisenhower left.
HOREOCKS: While Eisenhower was thera, John Donning-—-
EIBRK: Yes=s.

HORROCKS: -—-was appointed head of that.
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KIRK: YEE-«
HORROCKS: Was there any internal dissension?

KTRK: There was always internal dissension about the appoint-

ment of any dean.
HORROCKS: Between engineers and physicists or—- 1;

KIRK: Yes, there was some feeling that after all he wasn't

an engineer, that he was a physicist.

HORROCKS: Was the General actively invelved in this sort of
work——in the selection of who would be head of that? Or is

this something that he would leave up to others?

KTRE: wWell he left a great deal of that to others, buat he
took some interest in that appointment himself. How much I
don't remember. I remember he did make an effort to have us
conzider Lucius Clay. He really wanted Lucius Clay, first of

all, as dean of engineering. That didn't work out.

HORROCKS: Why did he want Lucius Clay?
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KIRK: Well because Clay's background had been partly in
engineering, you see, and Clay was also a military man

whom he respected.

HORRQCKS: Did Lueciuws Clay want it?

KIR.H.: ND =

HORROCKS: Did the faculty want it?

KIRK: It didn't reach to that stage. It was just one of
many suggestions. If the President is favorabkle, the
individual is approved. Then if the faculty is agreeable

the matter moves forward.

HORROCKS: Did he take an active role like this very often

in appointments?

KIERE: Ho.

HORROCKS: Do wyou think he was surprised, or came in under a

misapprehension as te the loyalty and dedication of professors.

KIRK: It is possible, but I just don't know because he had had

very little contact with university faculties before he came.
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I just wondered if he was under just @ general

HORRCCHES :
misapprehension.
but T have no basis

KIRK: It is possible, I suspect so,
except just a hunch, for such a Jjudgment.
Did he ever commissrate with you, let's szee in

HORROCKES =
'67 or '68, when Columbia was having its problems?
£

We had no contact at that time.

KIRE: Ho.
HORROCKS: He just never even wrote a letter or--
KIRR: Ho.
HORROCKS: Didn't that strike vou as unusual or--
But then--Columbia was long since

KIRK: Little odd, ves.
out of his mind and the range of his interests.

I kind of thought he would have written a letter

HORROCES:

of indignation or—

KIRK: HMo. No contact,
Columbia must have been an interesting place in

HORROCKS :
'52 when he ran his campaign from there.



Dr. Grayson Kirk, 5-12-75 Page 53

EIRK: Yes it was. It was in the sense that naturally faculty
people were divided, which they always are, between his

supporters and -those who were not in favor of him.

HORROCKES: Did it become an interesting place beyond just

the internal debate as to--

KIRK: WMo, not particularly. B
_.mmqa
HORROCKS: Wasn't partieularly involwved in the campaign. R&H d&?

EKIRK: HNo. Not to any great extent.

HORROCKS: You, as acting president, had initially hoped
that the faculty as a whole, as a group, would not exXpress

a preference.

KIRK: Yes. Well, in the sense that I did say to Carl
Ackerman, I think, that I had hoped that the faculty would
not became overly involved in a bitterly partisan sense
about the election, but would sort of keep this problem

off campus.

HORROCKS: The faculty ended up overwhelmingly in favor of

Stevenson.
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KIRE: I suspect =0.
HORROCES: Would that be 3 fair—-—

KIRK: I think so. Because most university faculties are
generally Democratic anyhow. BRepublicans, thorough-going
rRepubliecans, are always in a minority on most university

farulties.,

HORROCKS: Was there any political activity by people close

to Eisenhower on campus? Phillip Young, I guess, would be—

KIRK: Harry Carman organized some kind of faculty group to

pay for an ad in the New York Times, 1I've forgotten now--

it's a long time ago. That was in support of Eisenhower.

HORROCKS: When he was running, Morningside Heights was

his residence.

KIRK: Yas.

HORROCKS: And being on campus and you were acting president

of the university--
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KTBK: But he wasn't on campus a great deal. Occasicnally

he uszed the house, the president's house a bit, but that's all.

HORROCKS: With the campaign going on, you're at Columbia,

who were you in contact with on the campaign train, or who--

KIRK: I wasn't in contact with anybeody because he was on

leave, you see, and he had other concerns.

HORROCKS: And his use of Morningside Heights, for instance,

was—-

KIRK: Simply & matter of geography. He hadn't meoved oul of
the house during this period when he was in Paris. His
perscnal things were still at the house. The house was just
sitting there, so he made some use of it, but only in that

SENSE.

HORROCKS: You reguested a meeting with him--this is after
the election--right before his trip to Korea. I'm sure you
had many meetings with him, soc maybe this is unfair, this

gquestion.

KIREK: Where was this?
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BORROCKS: A meeting at Morningside Heights, and I think the

day before or the day he was to leave,

KIRK: Curious. I don't remember that., I remember calling
on him once or twice when he was in Paris when I was there
just to call and say hello and chat a bit ahout--bring him
up to date on some university problems so on. This was at

my initiative, not at his. But I don't recall this other

—
meeting at all. May well have been, but I-— ,"f‘ .%

[b“":_"'.u . '-*‘-"-r
[Interruption] B
RORROCKS: --more interesting, complex character than many

people think.

KIRK: ¥Yes, I suppose most people are,particularly as one gets
to know them mere intimately. I think he was, at all times,
interested in his public posture, which is not surprising

and shouldn't be a matter of criticism because any man

in public life of needs must be. I think he was always
interested in how people thought about him and general

public attitudes toward him. He wWas not deveid of ambition,
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which is a perfectly normal human attribute, though I think
he was also profoundly conéerned about national welfare. His
ideas were freguently somewhat simplistic in a programmatic
sensa. It added up te a person who did not have deep intel-

lectual interests. He was not & great reader of serious books.

HORROCKS: This is the old, corny guestion that everybody

agksg: Did he really read westerns?
KIRK: Yes. Escape reading, sure. /> -\
HORROCKS: Did he do much other reading that you know of.

KIRE: HNot that I know of. I think he enjoyed biography,
but he was less interested in serious books about social

problems.

HORROCKS: As a person who was concerned about his public
image, his public posture, was it a matter of ego and vanity
or did he see for himself a role te play, a contributien to

make, if he preserved his posture, his popularity?

KIRK: I suppose a mixture of the two, because that would he
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normal for peocple who had been in public life as he had been,
who had been pushed into positions of great interpational
prominence, Normally, any human being, having been subjected
to that kind of an experience, would not ke overly modest

abaut the rele which he might be able to play.

BORROCKS: Did he develop or have any particular relationship

with Robert Harron, the university publicity director, I ,{533}\
- B
nelieve? \s ,ﬁﬁ

KIREK: Well he liked Bob Harran as we all did, yes, I don't

think there was any special relatienship.

HORROCKS: While he had this posture, it didn't particularly

impinge or affect his—-

KIRK: Well mind you, his perscnal friends were mostly, not

wholly, but mostly cutsice the university.

HORROCKS: Did the two ever mix?

KIRK: To some extent, but not much. He kept his life pretty

well compartmentlized.
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HORROCKS: Was he available to the university very much?

EIRK: HNo. But I think that was more the fault of Boh

Schulz than anyhody else.

HORROCKS: So it wasn't really sclely a matter of bheing

consulting in Washington, D. C. or health reasons?

KIRK: HNo. I think all these things had some influence
but I think his staff, as I said earlier, performed a great e

disgervice for him at Columbia. 52 ;ﬂ
HORROCKES: I think we've covered a lot of bases here.
KIR¥: Yes, I think =o,

BORROCKS: I guess kind of as a recap or hit anything I

might have mis=sed.

KIRK: I don't think so. I think we'wve pretty well boxed the

compass here.

HORROCKS: All right. Thank you very much, Dr. Kirk.
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