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Thig is an interview with Mr. L.E. Garrison at his home in s
Abilene, Kansas. This is David Horrocks of the Eisenhower /. :ﬁ
Library, April 2, 1975. 5

MR. HORROCKS: Mr, Garrison, if you could give us some personal

background as to how you came to join the Eisenhower Foundation,

MR, GARRISON: Well, just a group of men were asked to help
with the organization. Actually Charlie Harger was probably

the first organizer, gave it the first thoughts because of

his friendship with the Eiszenhowers &nd with Tke especially.
aind T had known Mr. Harger. Mr. [Sam] Heller worked for our
organization. I was an amateur photographer for one thing and
after they got started on this, I became, you might say the
official photographer for the Eisenhower Foundation while it was

being organized.

ME. HORROCKS: What was your job here in Abilene during that

time?

ME. GARRISON: I was the traffic manager for the Duckwall Stores

Company .

MR, BORROCKS: And by virtue of your photography hobby you
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became involved with the foundation?

GARRISON: Yes, and willingness to work,

HORROCKS: What sort of work did vou do with rhotography feor

the foundation?

GARRISCN: Whenever there was a group here T would take pictures
for the foundation &8s a record. After Tke did come here they
started to accumulate pictures. T've got @ group of pictures
that perhaps you would like to =zee. I dan't know—-T'm sure

they've got most of them down at the foundation,

HORROCKE : Had you known the Bisenhower family beforez

GRRRISON: Mo, no I hadn't., I was acquainted with Milton
Eisenhower. I went to Kansas State University and I was on the
board of directors of the alumni asscciaticn——the natiognal
alumni association--when Milton Eisenhower was president of

the college and that's when I became 2equainted with him: T

knew him quite well.

BORROCKS: Was he active in the founding of the Foundatiens
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GARRISON: He gave a lot of help when he was asked, and helped
a5 & liaison between foundation, the family and ke, He was

happy that we decided to Qo ahead and do something about it.

HORROCKS: What sort of help was he able to render?

GARRISON: Well, of course, he was protably cleser to Ike
than any of the brothers. When we wanted some information
from Ike, why we could get it through Milton very easily

bhecause he was very close to Thee,

HORROCKS: When the idea for the foundation was first proposed
by Mr. Harger, how did he first propose the idea to the

community?

GARRISON: Well, it's kind of hard. Actually it's guestionable
whether Mr., Harger did have the first idea. I know, just
zitting out here in front of my house one day Ivan Roberson

who was the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce at that time,
made a statement that we should do something alkout Eisenhower:
we should do something for Abilene because we had an excellent

opportunity. &And I don't know if that would be the nucleus of
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the thing or mot. Mr. [Emmett] Graham lived right across

the street and T know that Graham took hold of it and probably
pushad it through. But hecause Mr. Harger was @ good friend

of Tke's, I think it probably simmered down te the fact that

he'd had the idea per se--maybe he didn't after all--nobody really
is willing to say that he did or he didn*t. But I do know

+hat this other I mentioned was discussed in front of my

house in the car one evening when we came back from a meeting

of some kind,

HORROCKS: Would this have been during the war, say, in

anout-=

CARRISON: Yes, this was during the war.

HORROCHKS : —=1944, say.

GARRISON: Yes, somewhere right in there because we moved

into this house in 1942,

BORROCKS: When you had this discussion, what did you invi-

sion the foundation to do or accomplish?
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CARRISON: Of course, that would have been from a war angle,

not from the presidential--—

HORROCKS: Right,

GARRISON: Just be a museum of war mementos and things like

that, but would attract a lot of visiters to Abilene.

HORROCKS: Did Mr. Harger first broach the idea with General

Eisenhower about using his name for the foundation?

GARRISON: I believe s, ¥e5.

HORBOCKS: And what was his reaction?

GARRRISON: ITke's?

HORRDCKS: Right.

GARRISON: Well, I can't tell you exactly. Later on, I know
after he was bPresident, of course, and had accumulated so
many medals and other items he was really very happy to have
something done so that he could get rid of those from his
estate, it would have ruined him had he died and had them

thrown in his own estate.
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HORROCES: How did the idea of a citizenship education
I"'F'_-_-,h
program as part of the foundation come about? (2 :h

-

GARRISON: That was really Ike's idea, because he wanted it
to bhe that way in an educational process, He was very much

for that type of organization,
HORROCKS: Was this 2n opinion he expressed at the very outset?
GARRISON: Yes, his opinion,

HORROCES: Did he take an active interest in btrving to

fevelop this sort of citizenship program?

GARRISON: He sure did. I don't remember all of the details
of how, but I do know that he made various suggestions as

to scholarships, how they were to be handled, ete.

HORRDOCKS: Could yvou outline the whole course of his sugges-

tions about the program?

GAhERISON: HNo, becausze I wasn't in that part. And I don't

remomber that it came out in @ general meeting of the trustees.
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It might have been in the executive committee or something

Ligr o

L]

1ike that. I don't remember all the details. 2 =)

\

\ .-.'- |
] '
e oyal

HOTTOCKS: Wnat happened to the idea of this sort of citizen-

ship program over the yvears? Did it ever actually develop?

Was it ever put into actien?

CARRISON: Yes, I thought it was put into action in sSome Ways,
tut T don't know whether it developed that later on it went
into his college, the sniversity that was named aiter him

or not. The whole idea might have. put az far as it being
estahlished here, there wasn't 2 great deal that ever came from

1y

HORROCKS: His activities at Columbia University might have

superseded that too.
GARRISON: Could hawve.

HORRDCES: Was the foundation itself enthusiastic about the

idea of a eitizenship program as wall as the war memerial

aspect?
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GAERISON: Yes, after the library was a reality, thay knew

definitely that it would be used &5 an educational media.

HORROCKS : When did you first formally become a member of

the foundation? T

L1

GARRISON: I theught that I was probably one of the first
when the foundation was first eorganized. But I don't

remember what year that was.,

HORROCKS : But you had been there right from the beginning?

GARRISON: Yes, I am certain that I was one of the original
trustees, I'm not & trustee at the present time; I'm a

member and not 8 trustee.

HORROCKS: What is the distinction between 2 meomber and &

trustes?

GARRISON: The trustees, of course, manage the foundation.
and the members, we're organized as a mepkership. In other

words, there are more members than trustess,

. .
Mg Tl
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HORROCKES: When the idea of the foundation first came up.
it appears that there was some interest by former Kansans

who lived in Wew York, such as ARlbert Reed and others. What

role did they play in the development of the foundation? ey
+

i3 ;
CARRISON: Well, of course, they were wvery helpful in the kﬁ;:;f;
money angle. Mr., Reed camé up here one or two times, I think.

T don't recall him. T met him, I'm sure, but T don 't remember

him.

HORROCKS: I just wondered if the initial out-of-staters
cantinued their interest in the foundation or whether their

involvement disappeared rather guickly.

GARRISON: Well they didn't continue like of course pegple

in the state, but there were a few of them. In Missouri

for instance, Joyce Hall and Harry Darby, of course, were
very, very much interested in the foundaticn and both of them
were helpful with the collection of money. I know Joyce

Hall lcaned us 540,000 and to my knowledgs he has never
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accepted re-payment for ir. We have the money and ready
to pay him, but he's never been willing to accept it; I guess

he wants to donate : B

HORROCKS: How did Harry parby and Joyce Hall become involved

in the foundation's activities?

GARRISON: wWell, of course, Mr. narby was a pelitician aﬁﬁfj
was a senator, and I would assume that's how he got inter-

eated first in the foundation.

HORROCKS: Was he a particularly close friend of anyone on

the foundation at the time he joined?

GARRISON: That I'm not sure. He probably was acdguainted
with Mr. Heller, Mr. Harger, some others here in town. And
1 believe he has relation in town. I think that the Mort
smith family are related ta the Darbys in some way, I'm not

sure.

HORROCHS: Was Mr. Darby's initial involvement with the
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foundation primarily providing financial assistance, or did

he also participate in the management of the foundation?

GARRISON: He participated in the management too. He very
seldom missed a meeting. He was very active. When Ike would
come ocut here, he would probably be the general chairman

of the whele organization and he would come out to get the

committee organized as to what they were going to de, it

Fay qTU]
e LI

was very helpful. TIt's real tough for a town this size to
really entertain a President and all the people that come

with him.

HORROCKS: Would Harry Darby have taken this active interest
right from the very beginning, in the late '408, or was it

a developing thing?

GARRISON: I think it was in the late '40s that he was inter—

ested in it.

HORROCKS: Were there ever any problems in the foundation
between local citizens of Abilene who started the foupdatisn
and people from outside--relations with, say, people from

RKensas City, like Senator Darby or people from Wichita 1ike
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Earl Schaefer or friends of Generzl Eisenhower from Hew

York.

GARRISON: Do yvou mean jealousies or that type? As far ag I
know they got along very well and the people of Abilene
appreciated all of the help thet they could get from outside
spurces, koth financial or otherwise. T think we did have
one little difficulty with Wichita at one time, a fellow

by the name of Colonel [A. E.] Howse, I think. »And that

L]

The
wag in regard to some fund raising, I believe. fff_ﬁﬁx

\ j
'-‘: LTI e .

— o

HORROCKS: What was the specific problem with regard to

3f Iy

Calonel Howse?

GARRISON: T'm not sure. But I do know that there was some

difficulty with Colonel Howse in regard to fund raising.

HORROCKS: Do yvou remember how it was resolved?

GARRISON: I think they just dismissed him from the job.

HORROCKS: Thats pretty guick.

1z
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GRERISON: I believe that was the way it was resolved. I'm
qot real sure because--he Was never on the trustees. T think
he was hired by the trustees to do a certain job and he

didn't deo it. So they just dismissed him as I remember ift.

HORROCKS: As I understand, he was a friend of J. Earl
grhaefer in Wichita who himeelf was a former classmate and
friend of General Eisenhower's. [He was in Class of Rugust,

1917]

GARRISON: I think that's probably right, I'm not

that myself.

OORROCKS: Did Mr. Schaefer continue actively in the founda-

tion after Colonel HowSEe Was dismissed?

GARRISON: Yes, 1 think he d4id. If he didn't, I didn't know

abput it.

HORROCKS: Earlier you mentioned 2 national fund-raising

ecampaign whick toock place very early around 1946 or sSo.

CGARRISON: We had a governor's campaign. Each state was organized.
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HORROCKS: 0.K., fine. I wonder 1f you could tell us zbout
the fund-raising campaign of the Bromley House Company of

Cleveland.

GARRISON: I can't tell yvou much about it except that it
waen't successfal at all., There was some fellow, the head

of that organization, whose father lived in Salina.

HOREOCKES: In Salina.

CARRISON: Yes, Salina. And I'm trying to thinK of his name,
He used to be here. His father was here, and as I remember,

he worked for the Brown Companies at one time.

HORROCKS: What went wrong with the fund-raising campaign

that they launched?

GARRISON: Well, it just wasn't successful. They didn't do
their job as they had promised to do and very little money
came out of it as far as the trustees were concerned. In

fact, the only meney that came out went back to the company
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that was cellecting the money. And I don't remember how

much came out of it—==1it wasn't very much.

HORROCKS: Did General Eisenhower express Bny dissatisfaction--

GHRAISON: Yes, I remember he did., We tried warious methods

of collection, and, &f course, being such a large amount

of money, we just couldn't. We =started by spensoring each
saldier that was in the service out of Dickinson County to

ten dollars & piace., Well, if we had all of them we wouldn't
get very much. We had several hundred names. They were listed
on the side of Hamburgs building, all boys who were in the
service from Dickinson County, and as they would be sponsored
Py someone we'd put a star up there to indicate that they

had been sponsored.

.
mlll -

HORROCKS: And the receipts from this would go towards estab-

lishing a museum?

GARRISON: Yes. And I'm not sure whether that second thing

was through this fund=raising thing from Cleveland.
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HORROCKS: Why did General Eisenhower express dissatisfaction?

CARRISON: He just didn't went it to be 2 forceful deal on
anybody. He was just that kind, He didn't want a lot of

adverse publicity.

HORROCKS: The company had planned a nationwide high-pressure

campaign and he--
GARRRISON: Yes. B J

HORROCKS: During this time, which of Eisenhower's aides

was the foundation in contact with on these types of things.

GARRRISON: Tt would have been [James] Hagerty--he was the

press secretary.
HORROCHKES : He wonld have been presa secretary later.
SGARRISON: (|Robert] Schulz—-T believe it was Schulz.,

HORROCKS: 0.K. Was Kevin MocCann involved particularly?
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GARARRISON: Hewvin McCann? I don't know.

HORROCKS: Wes it the understanding of the foundation, after
the failure of this Cleveland company's fund-raising campaign,
that thereafter all fund raising by the foundation, actiwve
fund fAieing, would be limited to the state of Ean=as and

not nationwide?

GRRRISON: Mo, I don't think so because after that the
governor's commission was organized and each state was

organized from the governor's idea of collecting,

HORROCFES: How did the governor's commission come to he

organized?

GARRISON: Well, it's through that fund raising--are we
talking about the governor's commission of the state of
Kansas now, that's organized as of today., T don't believe
that this was the same thing. I think that this was an idea
that was brought forth from Gorernor [Bd] Arn at the time,
He felt that through the governor of each state that they
could appoint 2 chairmen in each state who would be & leader

in @8 rund-raising activity. I think that was fairly successful,
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1 don't know how much money was collected, but through each
state chairman, who was guite a responsible man in gach state,

I think we ceollected guite a8 lot.

HORROCKS: ‘This would have been in the '50s, for the library,

would it-—-or am I mistaken?

GARRISON: I would say ves, for the museum, I'm not positive.

HORROCKS: I'm not either,

) 2
\\: Lak,
it

GARRISON: I think it might hawve been for the library.
after it was completed, then it was turned over to the General

Sepvices,

HORROCKS: After the Cleveland fund-raising attempt, were
there some more local fund-rajising attempts in Dickinson

County?

CARRISON: Well, not from Dickinson County especially: I

think it was more of a state-wide organizatien through the



L.E. Garrison, 4=2=75 Page 19

governcr 's appointees. I don't know who the chairman was
either, but I know that Governor Arn had guite a bit to do

with it.

HORROCKS: What could you tell us about the fund-raising

attempt with the Jaycees in the late '40s.

GARRISON: I forget that fellow's name from Dodge City;

I can't tell vou much about it, I don't remember., F

HORROCES: It's kind of my understanding that it was tried
over @ period of two years and there was great internal

division in the Javcees and that it dida't work out.

GRRRISON: I don't remember why it didn't work out, but

they were not very successiul at if,

HORROCKS: Was there any problem in the early work of the
fundation on getting all of the Eisenhower brothers to

agree on the purpose of the foundation?

GRRRISON: Mot that I know of. I think there was one brother
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and T forget which cne--peossibly Edgar--he was the one 1in

Seattle [Tacoma] wasn't he?

HORROCKS: Edgar, right.

CGARRISON: I think they had a little disagreement with or
he disagreed with them. Idn't know enough about it really

to say what it was.

HORROCKS: It seems that in some sense the foundation was in
an awkward position in that it was formed really just for
one of the brothers—-Dwight--and in the end, of course, it
ended up working on behalf of the Eisenhower family running
the PFisenhower home as a site and that there was a kind of

conflict of purpose.

GARRISON: There wasa little conflict of purpose there, Of

course, things of thie kind developed into a real live Topsy.
you might say. Ike's mother of course was very much against war,

yvou know, =0 she wasn't too much for anything that might
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promote or make you think of army.

HORROCKS: So really, Mrs. Ida BEisenhower was rather against

the ideg of 2 memorial to the war and the veterans--

GARRRISON: Well--

HORROCKS: -—-just because it was connected with war,

GARRISON: It was a religiouns thinking of hers, That was
her helief. oOf course she had 2 son that was & general and
she had to do what he wanted to do too. But he was very
nice to her. He would come by to see her at any opportunity
he had., A=z far as I know, the trustees never had any words
gt 211 with Mrs. BEisenhower. She might have szid something

to some of them, hut as far as I know, nothing.

HORROCKS: So really she wasn't particularly pleased about
it, but didn't have that much teo do with it one way or the

other.

GARRISON: I think that's probably right. She was at the age
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where she probably knew that she probably wouldn't be here

when it did happen if it was ever a reality.

HORROCKS: Your activity started out with photography work

for the foundation.

GARRISON: Yes, also Thorton Scottand I were co-chairmen of

the county for subscriptions for esach wveteran.

HOEROCHKS: Subscription——ten dollars?

GARRISON: Subscriptions--ten or 520 dollare for Abilene and
Dickinson County. I know we made a lot of trips aroiund the
county and visited with 2 lot of people, and T know that we
were responsible for getting lLoraine Long interested in the
foundation. 1 remember when we first talked to him, we went
up together to talk to him, he didn't want anything to do
with it. 1T don't know why. Later on he was very much for

it, 2nd did a lot of work fer it

HORRODCES: Was there much other initial resentment or problem

in Dickinson County about—-

GARRISON: Oh, I think there were a lot of people who thought

that it was an impossibility toe collect enough money to do
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the job. And of goursge, we tried to get money from every-
body, not just the affluent and the businesses. We tried

to get it from the individual alse.

HCORBOCES: Were there any problems in this pericd or later
with any people in Abilene who thought that the foundation

was an exclosive set?

GARRISON: There perhaps were some, but actually--you
know, I think the city itself did a marvelous job
because whenever Ikse would coma to town wa'd have these
lunches for him. Well, there could only be so many go;
you couldn't open it up for everybody because we didn't
have facilities, I suppose there was some resentment
from some people that thought that they should be included
but were not included on some of the activities. I know
that the foundation, the trustees and the members, would
try to, make up our committeas for help on this., We
would try to get as many outsiders that were not trustees
or not members to help decorate, be in charqge of trans-
portation and things like that. We got more people

invalved, in other words.
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HORROCKES: 8o the foundation did make an attempt to

casé as broad a net as possible-=-
GARRISON: Yes, that's right.

HORROCKES: —-for community involvement.

GARRISON: That's right. We didn't reallvy want to have

hard feelings.

HORROCKS: What was the criteria for making a pearson a

trustese of the foundation?

GARRISON: I really don't know. I don't know. I think
that maybe people felt would work and be a credit to the

organization.

HORROCES: Was there ever an occasion where Someone wWas
desirous of being a member of the board of trustees

and was denied that?

GARRISON: Not to my knowledge. There were some, well,
like myself--I was on the trustees for a long time and
then I was taken off for a while and then I was put back

on. I don't know what the ocecasion was at all as o why that
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happened except, peérhaps they had somebody else they

wanted to put on. It didn't matter to me.

HORROCKS: What were your active activities in the founda-
tion through the '50s. Did you continue as the founda-

tion's photographer or indulge in other activities?

CARRISON: ©Oh, mainly photography, however whenever

Tke would come my wife and I were in charge of the
luncheon. Organizing the luncheon, setting up the menu
and seeing that the decoratlions were correct==we organ-—

ized the table decorating committee and all that.

HORROCKS: Were you involved at all in the 1952 Home-

coming that kicked off his election campaign?

GARRISON: Oh, yves. In the luncheon part of it we were

involved there guite a bit.

HORROCES: So 4did vou meet the Gsneral on that ocecasion?

GARRISON: Yes. I remember we had a gathering at
Sam Heller's house--that's where he made his announcement

that he was going to run, and we were all out there.
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HORROCKS: Then were you at Bisenhower Park when he made

the speech?

CARRISON: Yas,

HORROCKS: What were the conditions there at that time-=I

guess it was really terrible.

GARRISON: Oh, it was terrible, rain, muddy and a mess,

HORROCKS: And then afterwards I guess there wasa meeting

at Charlie Caze's house,

CARRISON: Yes, T didn't go to that.

HORROCKS: How did General Eisenhower impress you during the

day, wWas he anxious or--

26

GARRISON: oOh, vou mean at the Homecoming., Well, he impressed

me very much because I kind of idolized the man. I thought
he handled himself wvery well. His speech was to a commen

person and down to the grass roots, I remember that weather
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was terrible that day.

HORROCKS: It must have really fouled up, made plans difficult.

GARRTSON: It surely did. The people from the press, radio,
and T were really having their troubles that day. It
just poured rain. water out in the park was just like &

lake.

HORROCKS: TI've heard that it was terribly muddy at th

park and that--was Mamie there teco?

GARRISON: Seems to me like she was; I'm not too positive

of that, I believe she was there, yes she was.

HORROCKS : Because I had heard that at some point in all
that mud at the park the General had to pick up Mamie and

carry her over some of it.

GARRISON: Well, I'm sure that she was there. TI've got 2
picture some place of them out there on the platform and

the hoth of them in slickers.

HORROCKS : Did you continue making luncheon arrangements and
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+his kind of work on through the '60s after he retired as

President.

GARRISON: Yes, along with several other people.

HORROCKS: Did you notice any visible change in his health--

GALRRIGON: Yes.

HORBOCKS: ==in the 'G0s7?

GARRISON: Yes, yes, guite a bit. He slowed down after
he had @ heart attack., He wasn't as rugged an individual

ag he was when he first came back from the war,

HORROCKS: 1Is there a time, a date, 8t which you could say
that marks a truly visible deterioration of his health, for

instance a particular visit in the 1960s where it sgtruck you?

GARRISON: Well, I don't recall that vou could chop it off
right at a certain spot, but you could tell & difference

in his health when he came back in the late Tahs.

HORROCKS: I wonder if we could go through and if you could
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give me some thumb-nail sketches of some different people
that were involved in the foundation. Well, I could ask
vou first, who do you feel were the guiding lights in the

foundation?

GARRISON: Well, of course, there will be & lot of different
cgpinions on this I'm sure. But I do know one of the early
men who did a lot of work and put in a lot of his own money
and his own time, and it practically ruined his business

was Emmett Graham. He did a leot of work for the foundation.
But Sam Heller and, of course, Charlie Harger, they actually

didn't do too much work, but a lot of guiding.

HORROCKS: Pretty elderly?

GARRTSON: Yes, dquite. And of course Mr. [C. A.] Seupin in

later years.

HORROCKS: How did Scupin become invelved with the foundation?

GARRISON: Well, he became guite a friend of Harry Darby's

and, being in the pesition that he was——president of Tele-
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communications now—-and it wae located here in Abileng--
and was his headguartersz. He had worked on the project hefore
and he was naturally interested in the whole setup. He was

a great help with the finances.

HORROCKS: Was he active in the foundaticn from the beginning,

even before Harry Darby was active?

GARRISON: I'm not sure, I think he might have heen. I
don't know whether it was before Harry Darby or not, but
I knew he was in there when Harry was=-=I think he was in
there practically all the time of the easrly forming years

of the museuam. /" ™

L]

HORROC¥S: Did he work very closely with Harry Darby? o

GARERISON: Yes. I think he did. He worked wvery much with

Harry.

BORROCKS: His prime activities on behalf of the foundation

were largely financial and fund raising, would that be fair?

GARRISON: Yes. But that was later. It wasn't just all financial,
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Thers was a great deal more te it than finances,

[InterTuption]

HORROCKS: 1 believe we were just talking abgut Mr. Scupin's
work with the foundation, He Was active then in the

foundation virtually f£rom the beginning.

""\:.:-:I.. 1t '."I::
GARRISON: Yes, I think pretty much from the beginning.

BORROCKS: Did he come to enjoy a close personal relationship

with ceneral BEisenhower?

GARRISON: Well, not as close as soma, but I think he was
fairly close. Of course, he didn't know him before. He

came from Junction City.

RORROCKS: Of course, Mr, Harger had the closest perecnal

relationship actually.

CARRISON: And Mr. Cazse. Thera were some others that had

rather close relationships. But they unsed to play poker
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together and of course his old football team. He would come
back once in a while and have a poker gameé. I was never in

on it, but I'‘ve heard that they did.

HORROCKS: He was a good poker playsr.

GLRRISON: Yes.

EORROCKS: Were there any foundation members in the '50s and
in the '60s who picked up and developed a clopgse personal
relationship with the General or Were most of the relation-

ships pretty cordial, business relationships?

GABRRISON: Well, I think most of them were cordial, business
relations. I think Mr. Heller became guite well acquainted
with the President. But I think mainly, it was just the
hometown people. T know he invited all of the trustees to

a luncheon Bt the white House when he wag President, &t the

time [Konrad] Adenauer, was there.

HORROCKS: 'That must have been arpund '59,

GARRISON: It was right in there someplace. I know I went
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and really enjoyed it; it was an experience that T'11

never forget.

HORROCKS: During the '50s, who ecarried on the liaison between

the foundation and the President?

GARRISON: Mainly I think it was probably through [Earl]
Endacott and those in the foundation went through Mr.

Heller and Barry Darby. .

:
= ;

HORROCKS: Who in the White House would have handled the

affaire?

GARRISON: Well, the press secretary, I think, didn't he?
That would be Hagerty, wouldn't it? I knew we had a very
good relationship with Hagerty--I didn't personally--but

I know the foundation did--they got 2 let of correspondence

from him.

HORRBOCKS: What kind of things would you be corresponding

about with Hagerty? What were some of the problems?

CARRISON: Well, fir instance, the White House would be
making a shipment of merchandise here that Eisenheower was turning

over to the museum, we would have to make arrangements, We



didn't have space £for it, then later we got the arrangements
for it at the museum. We'd have to make arrangements for it,
and so we would have to know guickly how many items, the

gize, value ete. that was being shipped.

HORROCES : Wouldn't Robert Schulz have handled a lot of

those things?

GARRISON: Yes, he did handle some of this. I expect he
The

would handle more of it than Bagerty.

HORROCKS: We'wve talked about Mr. Endaceott. How did he
become involwved and what were his major contributions to

the foundation's activities?

GARRISON: He was just naturally interested in history. He
had been @ histeory teacher in high school and it was just
kind of a natural for him. He -qust loved it and took the
bull by the horns, then after the museum was going--he had
researched all the things that he wanted displayed and how

they were to be displayed.

HORROCKES: You said earlier when the tape was off that he

was your history teacher in high school.
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JuFTE
T think he came

L.E. Garrison,
Yes, he was my history teacher.

here right after wWorld War I. I wes in high school here in

GRRRISON:
26, 7 and 8. His brother, Paul Endacott was at one time
president of Phillips Petroleum——
T
BORROCKS: Gosh--1 don't know--that's—— H R
”‘whlﬁ/
GARRISON: In fund-raising Boots Adams was interested in

the Eisenhower Foundation--
Boots Adams, did you say? Whe was he?

HORROCKS :
He was chairman of the board of Phillips Petroleum.

GARRISON:
HORROCKS: 0Oh, right.

CARRISON: He died just last week, There is a picture in the
library that he gave, a painting of "Tke."

So the Phillips Petroleum pecple became

HORROCKS: COh.
J.E.

jovolved wvia Earl Endacott's brother.
T believe that was probably one reason.

GARRISON: Yes,
fndacott and Paul bhoth went teo the Kansas University, and I'm
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not sure, but I believe was president of Phillips Petroleum.

BORROCKS: Was that in any way a consideration in his becoming

maseum curator?

GARRISON: HNo, I doubt it, no I would say, nothing to do

with it.

HORROCES: I understand that he was largely retired, and

his work was just & tremendous amount of volunteer work.

GARRISON: He had very little remunerations for work, of

2ver .

HORROCKS : Labeor of love=-

GRRRISON: Yes,

HORROCHS : ==that sort of thing.

CGARRTISON: He was in World War I and World wWwar IT I believe

as a Soabes,

HORROCKS: Were there any particular £friends of President

fisenhower who became angels of the foundation as far as
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providing financial backing who would really stand out? I'm
thinking perhaps cf people like Douglas Dillon or Edward

Bermingham.

GRRRISON: Well, I =ssume that there were some. As Lo naming
them, I'm not in 2 position to do that. I don't remember
them for sure. I don't know how much money they might have
given, or if they were responsible for givimg. But I know
people like General Foeds and Pillsbury and companies worked
and gave contributions. Presidents and the managers of several
large corporations were here on cccasion to attend the
festivities and were wvery friendly to Ike, I know I saw the
president of Pillsbury in wWashington, D. C., at the Mayflower
Hotel when we were back there at the luncheon. And another
fellow from the Litchfield Paper Company back in Massa-
chusetts I believe it was, a fellow by the name of wWallace.
and T nave no idea how much money he might have given or

been responsible for, but I know that he was quite inter-

ssted in the development of the foundation--museum and library.

HORROCKS: Did you have any idea that the museum would become

nearly as large as it did? Did it keep growing like Topsey?
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GARRISON: 0Oh, yves, it just kept growing. TI've got some
pictures here of the original, and, of course, we just had
so many items from the White House and we really didn't
¥now what to do with them. We had it stored in every vault

in town or fire-proof place that we could locate.

HORROCKS: When you were being crowded for storage space iike
this with gifts from the White House, they must have seen you
needed more money to buvild a bigger plant to house it all.
pid they take an active role in helping you get funds to

the foundation, bring you and say some of these business-

men together?
GARRISON: When you say, “they" who do you mean?
HORROCKS: Aides in the White House.

GARRISON: oOh, I don‘t really know. I don't think that they--
I suppose in some private meetings Ike might have given them
names of people that he might have done favors for or some-

thing like that whe could be tapped for & little money.

HORROCKS: Is that pure supposition?
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GARRISON: 7Yes.

HORROCKS: I1've seen plans for the foundation very early
when it was founded for = large tourist complex and golf

course by the lake--thinking along those lines.

GARETISOM: Here?

HORROCKS: Yes, here in Abilene. Were these really just
hopes and daydreams or was there any effort to really

develop that large a complex?

GARRISON: HNo, 8s far @s I know there wasn't any effort to
develop a complex like that, T know that Joyce Hall in Kansas
City had his architect from Los Angeles, California. He

was the architeect for the museum and for the meoat. TEdidm't
turn out so good as far 8s I wae concerned. The moat was
always full of trash in this windy country, a8lso dust and the
tree leaves,., It wis guite a concern to keep it leoking

halfway decent. I know he was a wonderful architect. Praobably

Jovee Hall did foot the hill--I don't know.
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HORROCKS: Was the foundation during this entire time

essentially run by an executive committee?

GARRISON: Right.

HORROCKS: So that really the trustee's function was perhaps

a yearly meeting—-it would ratify activities——

CARRTISON: There was an annual meeting and we usually ckayed
what the executive committee had done. I was not on the
exeeutive committee, and that's why a lot of the things you've
asked about, I knew nothing about what transpired or how it

became & reality.

HOBROCKS: So really an average trustee's work, basically
some volunteer work and fund raising and spade work for the

foundation, but not really policy matters.

GARRISON: Right.

HORROCKS: Was there any problem with transferring the
foundation's museum and home to the government after Eisenhower
1eft office? Was there any reluctance to gurrender thsse

properties?
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GARRISON: I think not. I know that we felt it was not
self_sufficient and not able to keep it going on what it

ade. And we knew that we had to have some outside help

on it to kesp it going and we wanted it to advance and continue
to get better and better, so that the only way we could reach

that goal would be to +ransfer it to the General Services.

HORROCKS: So there really wasn't any reluctance in the eense
that, gee, we've worked so hard to get this inte a going
concern and now the federal government is going to take it

over from us, There was no problem with that?

GARRISON: As far as I know. I think they thought it was

a godsend.

HORROCKS: What about the foundation's activities once it

was all established and turned over to the government?

GARRISON: We had very little, I'm not a trustes now-=I'm
5 member. We have an annual meeting and there is very little

pusiness that transpires anymore. We still have a little
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money left, so we turn over @ little of it te [John]
Wwickman [Director, Eisenhower Library] now and then for
special things that he wants to do and is not in his budget
tp do. He Teels, and I'm sure it is, advantageous to the

library and to the museum, and to the community.

HORROCKS: So really the foundation's activities largely

ceased with deeding over the properties,

GARRISON: Right, right.

a '
iy L
Ll et

HORROCKS: ©Could we nail down the dates of your involvement
with the foundation, the period of years in which you were

a trustea?

CARRISON: I can't--I've just been involved either as 3
frustee or memher eaver since organizing. I don't know--I
can't separate thewm. I don't know as far as the member-
ship and the trustee, I've never been able to figure out
just exactly what the duties of membership are since the

organization. The trustees do operate the foundation.

HORROCKS: ©h, one thing I was thinking of as I locked at the
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organization of the foundation. What was the role of the

vice presidents, of which there were many.

GARRISON: The vice presidents of the--

HORROCKS: -—--of the fmundation. Was that largely an honorary

device for outsiders?

GARRISON: Largely, yes. I would say it was more or 1ess
honorary. oceasienally, of course, the time when Mr. Heller
was president and Mr. [paul] Royer was vice president there
was a period of time when Mr. Heller was ill or had a heart
attack and Mr. Royer took over. HMr. Harger was actually, I°d
say the chairman of the board of the foundatien and did very

1ittle for it except to use his name,

HORROCKS: I'm thinking back now, geing back to fund raising
about Mr. Darby and Mr. Scupin'es continuous active involvement
in the foundation. Was that true also of Joyce Hall, or did

he kind of phase himself out?

CARRISON: Well, I think Joyce Hall kind of phased himself
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out. Donald Hall, his son, was active and Mr. Hall, very
soldom came to & meeting. I know that I sat neXt to Don
H2ll at the luncheen in wWashington and they are a wonderful
family. I think that Joyce more Or less phased out of the
active side. We needed money for some activity and Joyce

Hall loaned us, neo interest, 540,000,

HOBRROCKS: From Joyce Hall?

GARRISON: Yes, from Joyce Hall., A loan that he never accepted

back to my knowledge.

HORROCKS: Well, offhand I ean't think of any other areas
particularly to cover. Is there anything yvou would like

to add to the record?

GARRISON: Oh I think not. You know it's funny how things
slip from you mind after these activitiea are over. You
just kind of dreop them. T thought as scon as I retired I
would go through =11 of the Eisenhower pictures and memor-
bilia T have and get them organized; I guess I'11 have

to get Denny [Dennis H.J. Medina] to do that for me sometime,
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HORROCKES: For the record, could you tell us a perscnal

biography--when you were born and how leng you have lived

Il"'.'.h

in Abkilene?

Sy

GARRISON: Well I was born April 5, 1809, in ﬂhasé County,
Kansas. It was Strong City, Kansas. My [ather was with the
sapnta Fé Railroad in Strong City. At the age of two, our
family moved to the little town of Manchester which is
eighteen miles north of Abilene, and we lived there until
dad retired and T think he retired in--ch, early '50s and
moved to Abilene. However, I went through grade school and
one yvear of high schoel in Manchester and came to Abilene
for my sophomore, junior, and senlor Year in high school.
Than I went to Kansas State University and graduated from
Kansas State in 1933, I then went to work for Duckwall

stores Company in November of 1833,

HORROCKS: So basically vou've been virtually a lifelone

Abilene resident--Abilene area?

GARRISON: Yes, Abilene area, in Dickinson County since I

was abeut two or three years old,



iL.E. Garriscn, 4-2=T7T5 Page 46

EORROCKS: wWas that fairly true of most of the founders of

the foundation?

CARREISON: Well I think most of them. I believe most of

them were originally from Dickinson County--they were born

and rdised right in this area, ff#flﬁl

.

E ol
iy

g

HORROCKS: Did they have particularly close ties with the

‘.

Eisenhower family or was this undertaken mostly out of a

eense of opportunity for the community of Abilene?

GARRISON: Well, I think a8 good deal of it was opportunity
for Abilene, but there were & few that had grown up wWith
Tke as a boy =nd some went to high school with him, There
ware some around here that were not on the foundation of
course that had gone through high school with him. Howard
Funk was one of them: he and Ike were good friends, played

football together.

HORROCKS: Why didn't he become @8 member?

GARRISON: I really don't know if he was approached or

whether he was too invalved in farming at the time. I
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think he had guite a farming operation out west of town.

It's hard to tell. I don't know why he did not.

BORRDCKES: ©Det's zee, vou remember Ida Eizsenhower then
briefly from her reluctance to pErticipate in the war

memorial aspect.

GARRISON: Well, yes that's soma--

HORROCKS: Did you know her in any other way?

GARRISON: WNo, no, I didn't,

HORROCKS: Were any of the other brothers other than--

GARRISON: Well, of course T got acguainted with Edgar. I

had met the brother in Junction City that died--

HORROCKS: That's Roy.

GARRIBON: Roy, vyes. I had met him years befera, T didn't
aeven connect him at the time. He was in a8 drug store I
believe in Junction City. And then of course Milton, I

knew him guita well,
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HORROCKS: In what way did you meet Roy 2t this time?

GARRISON: I really don't remember. In a way, I think I

was just in Junction City one time from echool at Manhattan
and met him there. ~And oh, I know--[George] Etherington here,
seens to me I was with Etherington one time in Junotion City

and he went in to see Roy because they were related.

HORROCKS: Was Milton at ¥-State at the same time Roy was

in Junction City? Or was Milton--

GARRISON: No.

RORROCKS: T guess Milton would have come afterwards,

GARRISON: Ko, no I believe he would come after., I believe

Roy was dead.

HORRDCKS: Roy died in '42.

GARRISON: '42, ves. I think Milton was after that-=I'm

gure he wisg,

HORROCKS: What sort of things did you work with Milton on

at K=-Stater
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CARRISON: Well, I was president of the Kansas State Alumni
sesociation and just through pusiness of the Association we
would have things to do with the president of the college.
forrection, I was just a memher of the board of directors.
At the time I went in 28 president——the year that [Tames]
McOain came as president, which was in 1950. oOne thing we
had to do with Milton was regarding 2 basketkall coach. We
had a little difficulty between the coach and athletic

director, the coach went arocund the director to the president

||;":h
anfd caused a little trouble. (f’“ Hﬁ

el
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HORROCKS : Was Milton generally regarded as a quite effective

president for Kansas S5tate or--

GARRISON: Some didn't like him. He Was guite dictatorial.

HORROCKS: So you ran inte problems hecause some people

though he was dietatorial?

CABRISON: Yes., I wouldn't want to be guoted on that. I
know that there were some people in Manhattan especially

+hat thought he was guite dictatorial.
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HORROCKS: Would these be faculty or other 2dministrators?

GARRISON: Faculty 2nd business people.

HORROCKS: Business people. Would that have been @ factor in

his decision to leave?

GRRRISON: I think probably it was. HoOWevVeTr he had a better

opportunity.

HORROCKS: Did you ever have occcasion te hear him comment
or discuss his brother's decision to go to Columbia at the

time?

GARRISON: HNo, no. Wwas he =t Johns Hopkins at the time?

HORROOCKS: HoO, iet's see, Dwight went to Columbia. in "48,

apd T don't think--

CAERISON: Milton WS in Manhattan then when hg=—

HORROCKS: Right, right. well, I think that just about

concludes our interview.

GARRISON: I've enjoyed %
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