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This interview is being conducted with Mr, Mort Frayn in his
officé in Seattle, Washington on July 27, 1976. The interviewer
is Dr. Thomas Soapes of the Eigenhower Library. Present for

the interview are Mr. Frayn and Dr. Soapes.

DR. SOARPES: First, would you tell mé where and when you were

born and where you had your formal education?

MR. FRAYN: I was born May 3, 1906 in South Dakota, in:éaulktun;
but the family came out here when I was three years old, so to all
points of intent I am a native of Washington state, My formal
education was in Secattle, grades K through 12 and off to the
University of Washington whereée I graduated with a degree in,

at that time, liberal arts, majoring in history and c¢ccenomics.
DR. SOAPES: And what year did you complete vour studies there?

MR. FRAYN: I completed my studies in *29. 1 actually was in
the clags of '27, but a couple of things chopped up my normal
course of finishing gchool, and 1 had to come back and finish in

129.
DR. SOAPES: And what did you do after you finished college?

MR, FRAYN: I came to work immediately with my father who was
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in the printing business, and that is our business now. I

later assumed the menagement and purchase of the business from
my brother. The two of us had worked oput an arrangement with
my father years back to buy his interests out and then I

hought my brother's interest out. 5o it's been a sole ownership
which was later incorporated and now my sSon 18 carrying on the

direct management.

{5

SORPES: Did you have any World War I service or—— o
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FRAYH: Hone.

SORPES: When did you first get interested in working in

politics?

FRAYN: Rather an interesting background, at least to me. I
became interested in polities with, oh, some of the work in
precinct work, but not teo much. But I had been interested in
University of Washington alumni activities., And we had a
leasehold, which is still a very valuable part of our uhiversity

property—-—which is the ten acres downtown. and it had a very

¥
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cumbersome relationship which had been built up with the legis-
lature because the regents had reguested, sometime in the early
history of the wniversity, that any changes that were made in the
lease or the leaseheld in any way had to be approved by the
legislature. And we were moving towards the place where the

entire leasehold was coming up for change. And I recognized as
anybody else did that it would almest be an impossibility to handle
something of that type in which vou're really bargaining ocut cer—
tain things to make the leasehold cperate. To open it up so

that the entire legislature would have to approve or could

moderate or change it, made negotiations impossible. 8o my Rl
firat, I would say, reason for gelting inta the legislature,
which is where I went when I first stepped in the political
world, was primarily to go down and direct whatever I could tao
changing that process. Which we did. And it was done amically
with the legislature and alsc the kbusiness community, the rest

of the community recognizing that it was the only way we could

handle it.
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SOAPES: What year was it you weént in the legislature?

FRAYN: I went in the legislature in 1943-1945, two year terms,
and I served ten years till 1955 and then I retired, if you can
call it that. I came out of it because I just Ffelt that unless
I was going to stay in the pelitical arena I had to get back to

my business.

EQRPES: Your district was Seattle?

FRAYN: My district was Sesttle, the 43rd district, which at
that time was a very highly-concentrated Republican district.
It*s changed considerably at the present time. But the legis-
lative members from thé 43rd district had a pretty good record
of going on in government, either state-wide or some of them
have even goneé into national fssues. An example of that is our
present governor, [Daniel J.] Evans, wheén I retired, took my

seat. And so we've always thought of the 43rd as being the bulwark

for the Republican party.

SOAPES: what kind of a district was it in terms of income levels?
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FRAYN: 1I'd say probably upper--I chouldn't say upper middle
class, but itws above the basic average, and that's the reason
that it was, what I'd call a Republican district. The university
was not in the district at the time, and the district was kind
of split between two areas, as we went from one part of the
digtrict to another, the university was theén on the borders of
both sides. The district was made up of, I would say, middle
class white population at the time. Of course, Seattle, at
that time, as far as the minorities are concerned, didn't have
the influx, although we had a big black population in the 37th
dimtrict which was right next teo us. And we worked quite well

with them, even as in the community and in the pelitical

P

processes.

SOAPES: Was the Washington Republican party a united party in

the '40s or was there heavy factionalism?

FRAYN: No, it was pretty united, which was a blessing as you
can well understand. The party had pretty good organization, a

gituation which was aided because there was somé meanes of support
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that could be given to the county chairman, and in some cases
even to the state chairman, which was generated out of handling
estates. And one of the three parties that worked to value the
estate was appointed by the state. And in this case it developed
a factopr in which the county chairman particularly, was able to
participate in the small percentage., The totsl amount aof

handling estates was giving them some kind of main fund te

vperate. This later was removed, and I don't know just what
the circumstances were. I think it was tc take away any possible
feeling that the cperation of the parties—--both Demcerat and
Republican side--was being hampered by some kind of a support

of this kind. But the result was, that I think it hzsz hurt to

a certzin extent the party organization in the state we had it

at that time. It carried through even to the state chairman,
people, who I believed same, from a type of representation

that you'd see in their peers in the chambers of commerce and

in the other activities such as Rotary and organization areas

and the laber areas. FPeople who were doing that without set

salaries. This switched and it became a paid position. I
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think it's weakened both party organizations for

the purpose that it has hurt their own financial drives, just
becapse people have misconstrued, if feeling poesibly that
State and county chairmen were aut raiszing money for their

salaries as well as to finance the party,

SORPES: In '44 and '48, in terms of presidential politics, how

did the state line up; Dewey or Taft?

FRAYN: I'm really going tc have to kind of construct this
because I can't really put my finger on it entirely. Dewey

wag, 1'd say, 2 fairly welcome candidate here, although Taft
always had strong support and probably, from what we might call
the guote conservative unguote party, But there wasn't the

great factionalism that we seem to find between conservative and--
using & bad word again--liberal groups of the two partics that

we find now, But Deway, I think, waAs a very acceptable candidate.
He had a very strong supporter in [Arthur B.] Langlie who was

governor at that time.

SOAPES: As you come up on ‘52, when do you first recall people
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in Washington talking about Eisenhower?

FRAYN: Well, sgain; 1'd have to reconstruct this. Put it

came rather late as I kind of recall in the setting up of the
state convention that would be held for delegates te the naticnal
convention. Taft had an organizatien and I wes a Taft man,

although I had not been particularly identified with the party

organization at all.

SORPES: You didn't hold positions in the party.

FRAYN: I didn't hold pesitions in the party in any way nor had
I held positions in the ccounty. I did, because of the fact I'd
been in the legislature, 1 attended their meetings for chvious
reasons—-as an elected part of the party--that was some of the
things you did. And I knew the county officials fairly well.
But I hadn't been reslly too aware., 1 knew that the Taft
organization had been organized and it had heen eorganized before,
although I had not been particularly aware of it. and it was
under Judge Charles Paul. And Judge Paul was a college friend

and, I gueszs, more than that of Robert Taft. 2rd he'd more or
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less conducted the campaigns, And in '52 he'd started the
campailgn again. I had become invelwved, I think, probably
because, just by being made aware of the fact that Taft was
running, I became aware of this position as far ss the country
was concerned and felt that that was a place that I could

find = good spot to land. So I identified, but not actively,
And really, at that time, although again I°'d have to check f} Jﬁ'

L=
this out, there hadn't been any greal Eisenhower mowve, as Ix“gﬂrf)

-

kind of recall this, at the time that Taft was becoming involwved
because that came later and it came in a big rush. I believe

I'm correct in stating this. Aand too, the Eisenhower organization
went with the Dewey faction almost completely. That ineluded
Langlie, who became extremely active in the campaign of '52.
Walter Williams, who iz a good friend of mine and lived just

about a block from where I live, he became the national chairman

for——
SOAPES: Citizens for Eisenhower.

FRA¥N: =-Citizens for Eisenhower. And of course we had Don
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Ezstvold who was just coming up at the time, who went bhack and
made, as we still recall around here, his famous seconding
speech for Eisenhower when he said he was the man with +the
book. &and he captured, I think, sSome national audience in what
he did. But the result was that the Taft organizZation was just
simply, just completely cobliterated, and it wasn't because they
(Eizenhower people) were plaving hard. T think they knew the
Job better than Judge Paul did, and those of us who had aligned
with them hadn't really even made any particular effort teo work
a precinct erganization for delegates or that part. So, to

all intents and purposes, the Eisenhower move was accomplished

without the factionalism that has come later in the party

" T,
£

Drganization. ff Jﬁ
h'. k}

SOAPES: Going back a bit, what was it shout Tafthtﬁat attrasted

vou Lo him?

FRAYN: 1 think he attracted me because it seemed to me he was
just the answer of a politician's politician. Now I don't like
the connctation that's given to the ward politician. Tt rings

something that leaves a little te be desired. But I'm saying
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this as the highest compliment that could be made, that in the
gsource of government and the source of service o government,
I've always fell that way. I felt that there have been some
great tragedies in this country just because of certain things
that have happened with our pecople that have been involved in
government. I think the dissipation and the waste we have of
fine pecple that we'we had in govermment is just fantastic, but
that's the price we pay in the kind of government we operate.
I've always felt that the death of Taft, after Eisenhower

was elected, which came I think within a year or two after he

was elected-— T
SOAPES: Right, it was in the summer of '53. ?9_,ff

FRAYN: It was right in there. And if you reecall=--I may he
wrong in this--Eisenhower, contrary to what a lot of people
geem to feel, I think he was a veary warm person. T think his
background was military and he kept it, but, as I remember, ane
of the first persons he called after his nominaticon was Taft.

And this to me was a tremendous move and he didn*t do it, as
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I recall, and I'm not clear why he did this, he didn't do it in

a2 patronizing manner. 1 think he called him cut of genuine
feeling that here was a person who could add a great deal to the
responsibilities that he undoubtedly felt was going to be laid

on his shoulders if he was successful. And I feel very strongly
if Taft had been able to continue the liaison and relationship--
it would have bheen a2 big help. I went back at a later date and
this was before he passed away and stopped in his office, I

never really had a chance to talk to him. But I thought he

was highly respected and well liked by the whole congressicnal
delegation, and what a help he would have been to carry Eisenhower
into the congreéssional area. I do think it was something that
was a great loss as far as the Eisenhower administration was
concerned, . Mh}ﬁ
SCAPES: This is an impression that you got from talking with

the Washington state legislators?

FRAYN: No, this is an impression that I got frem talking to

national legislaters. I wasn't that well acguainted with them,



Mr. Mort Frayn, 7=-27=76 Page 13

hut I knew enough of them, I certainly can’t say that I

found it in reading or even in discussions with Langlie and

gomeé of the others. Because at this time I made some rather
substantial changes in my relationship as far as party
oerganization, and in assuming responsibilities as far as
campaigning was concerned. It brought me into contact with

a number of people that I could direct these ideas, not guestions,

but it really came up in conversations.

SOAPES: When you say the Eisenhower campaign starced 1a :

By late, you mean it was in the spring of '52? OQr--

FRAYN: I really couldn't tell you. But I don't recall--
certainly it wasn't running a year ahead of that time, or a

year and a half ahead of that time. I think it finally came down
to when they were having the state convention. I'm certain they
must have had spent time putting the county conventicons and the
rest of it teogether. As I recall, the state convention was

held in Yakima that vear, and I believe it's the first state

conveéntion I'd ever gone to. And I den't know that 1 went in
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any official capacity. I ecouldn't really speak to that;

haén't thought that much. I went to it as a, ch, I'd been in

the legislature for two temms then and so I went as a legislative
member and was invelved in some platform work and some of the
fringe areas. But the number one thing was the selection of

the delegates. You were very well aware that it was under the

contrel of the Eisenhower supporters at the convention.

SOAPES: In distinguishing between Taft and Eisenhower supporters,
you said that the Eisenhower people were many of the old Dewey
supporters. Could we go a little bit deeper in terms of ag

levels, economic standing, newness to politics?

FRA¥N: Well, I would say probably the Taft people, althﬁggh
again I just have to speak off the top of my head on this, but
probably had retained some of the older persons that had been
identified in the party, although at that time I wasn't what
you'd call an old person in the party. I was rather a newcomer.
And I had three or four other people who I met who were also

identified with the Taft people who later became identified—-—
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which I probably am identified now--as in the liberal wing of
the Republican party. But they would be-=really I don't think
1 can answer that particularly well. The governor, Langlie,
carried pretty good support from arcund the state, but I

would suppose maybe if you call guote establishment, and by
that I mean big establishment, it would proebably have leaned
into the Taft area. But it wasn't in any way that T was ever
aware of that they ever got together for a Taft state convention
campaign. Which I later could understand, you'd call OrgaEn-
ization work, to do something to see zghout getting your story
in front of the delegates at a convention, state convention,
which is for the selection of delegates. There was no Campaign
for Taft whatsoever if you could visualize what you can think
af as & campaign for a possible contender for the presidential
election. I really didn't realize that Taft was as strong as
he was until the '52 convention went on, and then I found out
that really he had a lot of strength around the country, which

was later proven at the closeness of the '52 convention.
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SOAPES: But Judge Paul hadn't really put together an effective

T
organization. N

=

R

iyl

FRAYN: If you can say it with certainly no disrespect to Judge
Paul, who was a great person--and I don't say that lightly, he
was. This kind of political activity was net his cup of tea.
What he needed was probably someone who had been aware of how
you do corganization work and probably it weould have aided and
abetted Taft's case as far as Washingten state is concerned.
Washington state has always been--it's a middle-of-the~road
state. Up until wvery recent years, Washington state always
voted for the winner. Which means one thing, that the people
of Washington state were swinging with the national pattern.

I think the first place we ever lost was in 1960 in the Nison

campalgn. We voted for Nixon, in '60, but we lost to Kennedy.

SORPES: In terms then of the Eisenhower campaign, I take it

they did put one--

FRAYN: They did. And they knew their business. At least to
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a person who was a complete novice, 1 could see they knew

how to coperate. Now I knew the method of procedure of electing
legislative candidates, I wasn't a complete novice on that.
First place, I ran my own campaign in my own district which,
while it was a strong Republican distriet, I s5till had to take
cut someé primary candidates when I first ran. So I knew a
little of this. And then I'd been in other types of organization
work, but I hadn't really been in party work, and particularly
in convention aetivity. Se I think it was party of the over-
all approach that they used; I know very little about this——
thiz is something, you know, you read about. Eisenhower's--
you'll have to tell me his name, I've bheen trying to think
about it--who was his chief of staff over in Europe and then
came back with him and he was wvery high in his, a3 one of his

close persons that he had dealt with?
SORFPES: Jerry Persons? N 7l

FRAYHM: Jerry Persons. We called him "Slick" Persons out here.

I don't know whether that name has come up at all. And he
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was older than 1, but he had been in Seattle several years
before. Lived out at the university, and I think lived in a
fraternity house that I belonged te. And he knew gquite a few
people out here quite well. And I think Eisenhower was being

approached from both parties, prior to *52.

SOAPES: Certainly in '48 he had.

FRAYN: '48, but he'd been approached as a potential from that
area. And I think they knew the business. Dewey had got
himself trapped in--it was '48 I guess, that's when he was
running. He still had an organization background and [Herbert)
Brownell and some of those persons who had worked with him. I

think this carried right into the whole Eisenhower campaign.
[Interruption]

SOAPES: What was the nature of the appeal that the Eisenhower

campaign was making: what wag the pitch?

FRAYN: That's an interesting question. I don't think I've ever

really analyzed it out. I think that there was a fundamental
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appeal that he would bring--1 hope you won't misconstrue this
word--would bring a father complex inte the picture. And they
could lock towards him for this, and while he might not know all
of the ways to do this, his character and his background would
give confidence--as I say 1 think he had a very pleasing person-
ality and pleasing smile. These are little things, but there
wasn't anything about him that resisted people, as 1 look back,
and my casual relationship that later developed would carry

this along. I think that that had a great, strong appéal. We
had gone through four years of readjusting ourselves after the
war, maybe eight years, and I think pecple were a little bit
uneasy and upset possibly, I don't know. I really can't look
back at the economic situation. As I lock back at it now, it
wosn't entirely a bleak peried. I think it was a pretty fair
pericod from that standpoint. But while Truman hag come through
a great Truman surge identifying him as one of the great pecple
of the country, this was a phencmenon that developed later in
his life. It certainly wasn't developed in this time, and I

still think that to a certain extent there was a tinge of what

fig >
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you'd call back room politicz involved in his administration.
I don't know whether they overplayed this or stated i{t--bhut
Eisenhower was new. With the new it was to bring in character

of his type-=-1 think that was it.

SOAPES: Do you remember them in this period before the nomination

of bringing up the issue of who was more electable?

FRAYN: BEetween Eisenhower and Taft?

SORPES: Eiséenhower and Taft, yes.

FRAYN: ©Oh, yes, I can remember that a little bit. But again
the preblem here was we were not getting any Taft direction,

1'1ll put it that way. There wasn't any Taft directien in '52.

SORPES: Looking at scme of the personalities, you served in

the legislature while Arthur Langlie was governor.
FRAYN: Right.

SOAPES: You saw him operate. Could you tell me about some af

the principal traits that you remember of Langlie?
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FRR¥YN: He had a let of character, and he was extremely~--kind
of hard to voice this. I think Langlie had some di ficulty in
getting along with people because he left the feeling that
his way was the only way. A comment to that—-—T was speaker
and we'd run through a pretty good, I theught, program which
had been identified with Langlie, and Langlie'd anly had I’Ffﬁb

kind of outliped it and we'd thrown a bunch of things in Q;

. Py

e R

together and in the sixty days. We were through in sixty days,
at that time vou could do thizs, could work it aut. And he was
very strong for reorganization of certain phases of state
government. He had some bills in and they weren't going any
place. Here we were, we wers n Repul:lican House, Republican
Senate and Republican governor, and he called us in, the
so=-called leadership, which would include me ag speaker, saying
that he wanted those bkills through. and T think T was the
anly one, along with one other cne that said, "Ko way. You're
not going te get them through.® I said, "wou don't have the
feel," which he didn't like te hear regarding it. I said,

"The trouble is that you've got some state elected people and



Mr. Mort Frayvn, 7=27-76 Page 22

scme heads of departments that don't want recrganization.
Ang while everybody will come down into vour office and tell
you that they're geing to go in support of this, you get up
into caucus,” which was closed =t the time, "and you get
someplace else, they don't give weu that reading." I mean,

it's true, I mean he just wasn't--and people den't dogmatically
state something like that to someone who was in a position of
responsibility like the governor was, I only state this, that
in calling us back in, he called me and said it was the worst
session he'd ever had. Which is a great thing to tell the
speaker that he's going to have to depend upeon. Well I said,
"Well, that's your analysis, but," 1 maid, "I have my analysis,
which deoesn't quite fit what yours is. ¥You're calling us back
into session," and I said, "I'll tell you what it's geoing to
cost us., It'll cost us twenty-five or thirty million dollars

to go in becsuse we're going to pay the price on additicnal
appropriations that are going to be made."” And it did. 1T don't
think it's fair, probably, for me to spend that much time with

it. I think he was & good gowvernor, he knew his trade, and the

e
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amazing thing sbout it, after he left office he didn't have
anything, a very limited amount of money. He was picked up
and he had such a fantastic success in the private business
world., He carried it. Ne, 1'd give him, I'd give Arthur B.
oneé of the top ratings as far as a governor was concerned
even though I got off a little bit on that, but that was one
of his major problems, which is true of a lot of people, I
don't know whether this fits in to what veu've wanted, wvou

might want to know how I became involved in the campaign.
SOAPES: VYez, I do. e
FRA¥N: Was that in vour guestion? v ___:?

SOAFES: That was my next guestion that I was going—-

FRAYK: No, I'm sorry, becaunse it falls inte some of these

things, points in there which, to me, are rather interesting.

SOAPES: Okay, why don't you just go ahead and relate,
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FRAYN: Once the nomination Was over apd--T don't go into that
for obvious reasons, I wasn't involved in it--Walter Williams,
who was state chairman, &nd then he went on Lo become 2 national
chairman for Eisenhower and stated that he was going to

continue as state chairman of the Party here. And I got him,
when he was out here, I ecalled him and T sdid, "“There's no

way." 1 said, "You simply cannot he state chairman of the
Republican party and be identified as a3 nationdal chairman for
Eisenhower." I think this may have heen prior to the state
eonvention, but it was in there some place along about this
time. And Walter agreed with this, 7T said, "There are certain
other functions that have to be done if you're going to run

that state organization correctly.” &And I, like angels who

rush in where fools will fear to tread, 1 got 3hold of a couple
of the people here that weore en it, saig, "1'11 g Tor state
chairman." And I didd:t even know the ramifications of it, what
you had te go through to bhe elected. But I did carry some

weight within the state, and it was so done., But it wWas a

remarkable thing, T feel, and it's sne of the things that T

think did us a great deal of good as far as our party
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organization was concerned: here it was that the state
chairman who had been a strong Eisenhower, moved on up into the
national picture for the handling of the party operation and
the new person coming in wes =2 Taft person, and the two af

them could work hand in hand. 1 think it had a great deal

to do with the success that we had. Now Bisenhower-—-let's
never understate this-~he brought a great deal to the party

at that time and he brought something that we hadn't bBeen

il "-'-"'ﬂ"-"x
able to get. Dewey had blown it, and party organization (ﬂ ﬂﬁ
had blown it as we'd understoocd it. To a certain extent, i;:u;?‘

I don't think they had the grasp on some af the things. And
there had been an uapsurge, which had been in Congress, and
that's what Truman had captured in hia campa ign against Dewey,
But Eisenhower brought a tremendous surge, in our own atate--
I don't know how other states went, they might have done the
same--we pub a terrific ticket together. We had Langlie,

who at one time almost came to the decision that he wouldn't
run for governor because he felt he was going te be in a

cabinet position level, but we finally dissuaded him from .
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that znd said that this could be done in another manner, that
he better not start monkeying, playing cote politics at this
stage of the game. He was moving Eastveld in as his candidate
and Eastvold was not that strong a person. But in it we had
Langlie, who was & proven person. We got Emmett anderson

head of the Elks, of Swedish background to run for lieutenant
governor. We had Eastveld who was @ new young man coming up--
he was the guy on the white horse that we had. One other
person who had come out of the retired area. We had the whole
gamut covered. And the only person that we didn't eleet in-
cluding the legislative, House and the Spnate, was our senator,
and that was [Harry] Cain. And he leost to [Henry] Jacksan.
And sn interesting byplay on that-—-1'd known Cain all my l1ife
and still see him at times in Miami. But at that time the
greatest feeling he had of the loss was the faet that he ran
so far behind Langlie with his vote total against Langlie's
total. It was an interesting deal; they had a very strong

aptipathy fto sach other. FA Y
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SOAPES: Cain and Langlie?

FRA¥YN: Cain and Langliie, oh yes. Brings a couple of--if

you want this--
SOAPES: Yes, I do. ( )
et

FRA¥N: You can cut it out if you didn't. Two things happened
which cover this. I think it's understandable. We did & lot

of campaigning by trains in those days, and Nixon had come up
from California e&nd was in Portland. We had the whole thing

all set up and he was going to do his campaigning up through
Vancouver and up this way, and that's when he got trapped on
that Checker's case. He had the meeting there in Portland and

I was down there to get on the train with Nixon. T was state
chairman and Cain wee there and we had guite a few peaple, Under
the circumstances he had to go back to California to get this thing
cleared up. I was in touch with Langlie, because I had Langlie
geared in to pick this thing up as we were going threugh certain
parts of it. I wanted the governor to get in it because he was

running, and two or three gthers so we could meke as good a
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showing as we possibkly could. 3And I told him that because of
the problems geperally he was going to have to go down and

get it straightened out, which he did. And after about the
second or third call, because I kept Langlie advised as to
where we were going, I said Cain had said that under the
circumstances he would be happy to fill in for Nixon on the
train because he was one of our elected--he wasn't the senior
elected person but he could be there. And I was wise I think,

I shouldn't say wise enough but I had intuition that I better
clear this with the top person in the state., And Langlie would
have no part of it. He wouldn't have Cain riding on that train.
And so we ended up, we brought a couple of congressmen or
something. And this got to be really kind of & prcoblem that
Langlie wouldn't work with Csin on the same platform. And that
gets kind of tough, when you start trying to have meetings.

But I do think we were able to sell the deal so well and it's
just 3 shame that we couldn't carry this on, not only in the
state election but from a party operatien. Part of the benefits——
I won't even say collateral benefits——part of the real benefits

was I put together some people that I thought could work with us.
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I still retain Walter William=' executive secretary as a paid
staff man, George Carlscn—I don't know whether he's a person

that you've been to gee.
SOAPES: Not a name that 1 recognize. 15

FRAYN: Well, he had been, and even during my time and after

my time, had really been one of the best—tack the work of keeping
the state party going and really did an excellent, fantastic
Job. We started within cur own county, King County, and I

had flnance people there, and we covered the state in abogt

two and a half to three weeks and raised money. We were making
King County a focal point and I had enough communication, enough
things going on this, that we could use King County as the
example for other counties. T said, "As vou move to that total,
we'll call you every night., And when we're in the different
counties, we'll say King County's here, you people better get
here." Well the result was we reslly put 2 financial team
together, And in that time, in 'S2--this wasn't for the

President; this campaign money came out for the state ticket, I
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don't think it was ever done hefore. We were ahle to go to
the governcr and give him ninety thousand dollars. Now in
'52, that was an event.

fr %
SORPES: That's a pretiy good sum then. & sl

Rsisessd

FRAYN: t's a pretty good sum of money and we gave Cain ninety
thousand dollars, and we gave to each one of the candidates for
state offices fifteen thousand dollars, with the exception of
attorney general which was thirty theusand deollars. And all

of it came out of the state. But can you imagine the organizatian
we had with pur elected people campaigning. And I think the
result, basically came because we captured that great thing

and we could take from Eisenhower, which was to me the most
tremendous thing his campaign breoucht, enthusiasm. He Just
spread, 1 feel he just spread an acceptance with people in terms

gf--another anecdote--you don't mine my rambling for a little—-

SORPER: Go ahead, go ahead.
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FRAYN: Okay. When he came out here I went to Spokane to meet
him and we came over on the train. Well I didn't see him con
the train buet did talk with Persons, Fred Seaton and others, and
Janet Teurtellotte, who was our national committeewoman, and

1f you haven't seen her, yvou should.

SOAPES: Yes, we have interviewed her.

FRAYN: ©She's geood. Tremendous persen. Still ig.

Another interesting point, when we got to Seattle the
reagson I rode with EBisenhower was that there wasn't any way I
could settle the Cain-Langlie deal to put them in the car going
to the rally. And so I said, “Well, if none of you will oo,
1'11 go," which was understandable. But to me, it was the
warmth that Eisenhower showed as we drove the three miles from
the station Lo the rally. The whole way was just Jammed with
people. And of course a lot of service people still in uniform
at that time. And he was saying, "Hi, soldier; hi, sailor"--
hi, this; hi, that; and hi, the rest. 2And again not leaving

the impression-—at least I didn't have it, nor d4id I think the
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people that were close enocugh for meeting him have ever had the
feeling that he was patronizing in any way. And I always
remembered, which I think was another interesting point when
we made the turn to go intoc the auditorium and there was a big
friend of mine thst was standing there and he said, "Hi, Mort."
It was the only thing that came through at that mome -t. And
Eisenhower didn't miss 8 word. He said, "It's nice to be
recognized, isn't it?2" Now I don't Know whether you grabbed
that, but I grakbed it because scmeone who has got a real
akility o projecit, I Ielt this even in arezs where I've heen
later—-I went to Falm Desert and I still go down there. At

the time he was down there and he belonged te the Palm Desert
Community Church, along with Mrs. Eisenhower. aAnd I think in
some ways that was one of the high pointe of how that family,

General and Mrs. Eisenhower, could become a part of the community.

SOAPES: This is after he was president. (= '}

\

S

FRAYN: Oh, yes., They'd go to church and he'd come over some-

times by himself. But I only mention this because some places
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I think I read a little scrib in the paper where young David

was writing a book.

SORPES: Yes.

FRAYMN: And in the book he's expressing the fact that his
grandfather had beén quite a disciplinarian, which I cean well
understand he would have been. You know, you just don't have
that military background--but some of these other things may

indicate he also had a great feeling of warmth.

SOARPES: 1I'd like to back up just a bit. After Eisenhower was
¢lected, did you , locking at it from the state point of view,
feel that he was understanding of state politiecal problems? Was
there enough patronage? Did he deal effectively with Washington

Republicans?

FRAYN: I wouldn't be able to even comment on it. I don't think
1 kept that close to it. I would say that undoubtedly it went
well or I would have heard about it. Because by that time, I
resigned as state chairman because 1 gent in as speaker of the

House, but I was still close enough to the organization and the
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person that followed me in had been the finance chaimman for
me. And we 4did get into some problems, because it's the first
time we'd been in. It got intc some judgeships and things of
that kind. But as far as 1 could find out, our biggest problem
was to get the local people to heal their wounds and not to
settle on the one person that they'd like to have selected.
Janet would have been much more familiar with this hecause she
was national committeewoman and she found herself in a--it was
an entirely different role for her to participate in and
undoubtedly she's probably commented to it, in the selection
of people who could becoms a part of the Eisenhower team.
Walter Williams, I think he was numbér two in the Commerce

Department--—

SOAPES: Yes. N i /’II
FRAYN: --and I think did a very representative job in that
area,

SOAPES: You went out of the legislature in '55.
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FRAYN: Yes, I went put; I'd served as speaker and then I

rdan one mere term,. Then I went out in '55.

SOAFES: Did you participate in any way in the 'S56 or the '60

campaignsT

FRAYN: The 'G0 campaign I became active in the Nixon campaign
and much more so than I had expected. 1In the Nixon campaign
I1'd received a call from John Hauberg=--I don't know whether

you"ve talked with John, have you talked with him?
SORPES: No. [ |

FRAYN: I don't Know whether your time will permit it, but he

15 one you could very properly--
SOAPES: How's his name spelled?

FRAYN: H-a-u-b-e-r-g. EBEecause he was finance chairman during
2ll this time and was a2 very positive foree as far as the party
wasi concerned. He wasn't back in '52 but he hecame finance

chairman and he moved right up through the ranks. I think he
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came in in '56 rather than 1%260. They called me and wanted

me to know if I would take over the state for the Nixon
campaign, Which T said I'd be glad to do. I'd met Nixon

at that time; T met him in the East, had no misgivings at all,
even Wwith the Checker's deal. »And still don't. I think that's
a8 tragedy in itself, speaking not te the subiect of what we're
discussing. There's certainly some character flaws there, bot
I think it has fo do with the people that kept pressing him to
keep running for office. I told them, couple of guys in the
‘64 campaign they ought to knock it off. Because I said he's

run his race, leave him alene. But that's--

SOAPES: You think there were some people, some of hi_._'EI_

=

associates who were pushing him beyond-—- ; :
etesss/

FRAYN: Oh, there's no guestion in my mind, just like anybody

else you get an investment of time and effort and the rest of it

in it. And eof course I think, inherently, with Wixon he had

this burning ambition and desire, And I found out later in some

of these things in which--I certainly won't be presumptucus
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enough te comment to--that were unfolding a little bit as it
later developed, and the situation that came that caused the
big problem. But T handled Nixon in the state in 1960 and
then I went East and I supposedly handled the--T shouldn't
say supposedly, I did--I handled the westerp states for Nixon.

and that's where I met Finch.
SOAPES: Bol Finch from California.

FRAYN: Who in my book is asgain one of the great examples of
hoyw in this country we sgquander people. I mean it's just
inconceivable that they couldn't lock ahead and pat him in that
senatorial race when George-- st
£

F
SORPES: Murphy. LY

nr g
-

FRAYN: --Murphy last ran and yet there wasn't any war Finch
could go if Murphy went. Then in '62 the Rockefeller people
came out and I don't say that I had not neticed it hefore, but
here was an area in which I could begin to accept the background

of what the Rockefeller political ideals were, [George L.]
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Hinman, who was the national committeeman, whe had come out
gnd wanted to kKnow if T would handle Washington state for them.
Ard I said I would and, a3 & mateer of fact, he'd been in the
1960 campaign and we'd juest pushed it aside and Rockefeller
withdrew. Spo that's why in 1964 I really did a great deal of

work in the Rockefeller campaign.
[Interrpution] " ;}

SOAPES: In the 1960 campaign for Nixon, as I recall he dig
very wall in the western states, despite the fact that he lost
the election. What was the attraction Wixen had for the western

states over Kennedy?

FRAYH: Well that's hard to snswer. I think if there's one
thing we were selling Nixon on, and again I think it was getting
to the place that he was bringing a continuation of--I don't
like the word honesty--there's nothing wrong with the word=--
but he was bringing a feeling that there was a depth, a security,
a feeling that the country was in good hands. He wasn't bringing

the father image becauvse he was different, he had almost made a
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fetish of not wanting Eisenhower to become too invelved in
his campaign. I didn't realize it t+ill I'd sat in on o

couple things back in Washington and this would come up. we
would ke kicking this around. f )

B
']
4, T
S -

SOAPES: ¥You mean at the national campaign headguarters?

FRAY¥N: Yes, Nixon nationsl campaign headguarters and we would
discusz ways to use Eisenhower, and for some reason or another
they'd say, well the feeling was that this wasn't the tine
that they ought not bring the big batter up yet. But I got
the feeling that maybe Nixon wanted to do this on his cwn,

and I think in all reality I think this is part of the Nixon
character that he wanted to do this, They put that debate
deal together, and I'd heard Nixon in his acceptance speech
back in Chicago and I thought, brother, this guy is something.
He can really give it to you; he can really charge it. and

I thought so much of the debate--which just shews how faulty
you can he about letting the guy that's way behind get on the

same platform with your man; it just isn't done. We spent,



Mr. Mort Frayn, 7-27-=76 Page 40

out here, in Washington preparing for the debate, and it was
guite considerable for this peried, six to eight thousand
dgollars, I don't remember if it was six or eight of these

debates; I forget what--
SO0APES: I think they actually had four of them. Q 3

FEAYN: Four, all right we'll say four. And we had it poet
together so that the first one would be the start of a pyramiding
deal. We'd sent the stuff out, we had enocugh of our organization
throughout the state that you'd invite ten people in and every
body there take 3 blank home with them and the next ene was

going to be the next week. And they would invite ten people.

And you know, the mushroom?
SOAPES: Yes.

FRAYN: Well after we heard the first one when he bombed ocut,

then we Jropped the deal.

SOAPES: You could tell immediately that it was——
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FRAYN: Oh! Then I found out that ¥Nixon had hit his knee

or he'd done something and he was actually in physical pain.
S0APES: I think he'd spent some time in the hospital.

FRAYN: Yes. And he was really a sick person. 2and I think
if we had to do it again we'd just say, "No way," It was
Kind of an interesting situation for me then because I was
with about six or seven of the area directors, that would be
Finch and others. We'd kick around campaign strategy. But I

don't think any of us realized how good Kennedy was,

Pl
S80APES: As a campaigner? E

S L
S S

FRAYN: As a campaigner, as a person who's got the ability to
project. I don't know why we went 85 we did in Washingten
state. This would be logical RKennedy country. But this is a
funny area. I remember Finch calling me the night of the
election and wanted to know what we'd de. I said, "wWell, we'll
carry this state by about twenty-five te fifty thousand votes and

reason we're dumping a hundred (for I thounght we'd earry it by a

th
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hundred and twenty-five thousand) is that the guy we had
running for governor had done a kind of a turkey job and it
had hurt us. And I said, "If we can go by what we've dane
before I think you're in." Because Washington, nsually, votes
the way the national vote goes. Finch was calling I suppose
to get the feel of what was going on. Nixon lost but in a
couple of states they were counting the votes out in the
graveyard and in a few other places. And I give Nixon a great

deal of credit on this, that he didn't really klast them. You

know he didn't. (f#ftix
P 3

SORPES: Right, You're talking about the T1linois—— —12

FRA¥N: Illinois, and then they had something going in Texas,
He didn't really blast it. He found out thing=s but he didn't
want to create the turmoil that a full investigation would
have started. 1It's a hard thing to understand and T certainly
don 't excusze any of it, I remember when the campaign was over,
Nixon came up here, and he used to travel around in great big

super jets. He came up here just to carry out an assignment
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that somebody wanted here and over in eastern Washington.

George Gunn--he's since passed away--but he's alwayes been a3

very able person as far as the party was concerned and financially
was able bto do guite well for the party. More than filled his
part, and he was a big person in the community. But we drove Nixen
out and here he got into a little, I think it was a Piper Scout
plane, and George said, “How the mighty have fallen: there's
somebody who can take it and still go and carry out an assignment
like a trooper should." Which I thought really kind of told the
story toc a certain extent. That's why I felt after Nixon had

run in California and it affected him so badly——-I mean that's

when he lashed out, and turned real vindictive. They should

have laid off trying to get him to run for office again, but

-

they didn't in 1964 and 1968, ﬂ;
|5

Mgy
S

SOAPES: You mentioned you had some contact with Eisenhower

L

down in Palm Desert.

FRAYN: Very, very limited. I'd see him. I belonged to aone

golf cluk he belonged--which doesn't mean anything--he was
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playing El Doradop, I was playing Thunderbird. But 1'd be

over there and cesually you'd see him. One thing about the
people there and that's probably true in other areass; they wera
very careful not to intrude. He could be sitting in the club-
house, and I'd seen that a couple of times where he'd be siteing
therc and people wouldn't stand and look. They did as well as
they could teo allow them to have that feeling of a patural
existence. Of course he loved golf, as I understood it. 1
never had the opportunity to play with him and T never made any
particular effort., I¥ known Fdgar Eisenhower cover in Tacoma
redsonably well and played with him. I think he's the one

that started the Genesral on the golf playing deal. But I

think that that same pleasant attitude, and I'd noticed it at
church, which is probably casy for him te do, but there wasn't
anything about this that seemed to be patronizing. If they

had the finance drive, he wasn't down thare as honorary chairman:
he'd be on there as chairman or co-chairman. I'm not too sure
that he wouldn't sit within the framework someway and would talk

it over with the people relative to the responsibilities they
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owed their community. Now Mrs. Eisenhower, much the same-—
gracious, which she is. And when the kids would gather, this
was the one place that I would say they recognized that they
had to act out their role a little bit, The kids would gather
Sundays, and when they would come to church and they'd pick

the flowers. They'd let some little kid take them over to
them. I don't know whether others will speak to this, but I

do think this was a great example of what to me was a tremendous
part of his character. He was able to do that in the community
without making vou feel that he was--I use the word patronizing
again which probably is as good as any. He just seemed to be

able to do that.

SOAPES: You said vou knew Edgar fairly well. What major traits
T
-i.,.‘.
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FRAYN: Well he was a very strong personality, and he was the

of his do you remember?

older brother. I don't know how true this is, but as long as
you're digging it up you might take a look at it and I don't know

whether you could trace it back. When President Eisenhower,
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general at that time, came ocut here on his campaign deal,
there seemed to be some kind of & guesticon as to who was to
meet who, between Edgar EBisenhower and Dwight Eisenhowear,
becauvse Bdgar was the oldest. And the oldest was the "number
one", and the result was that Edgar and his wife (he had
remarried) missed several events, including being in Spokans
and at the Seattle Rally becazuse there was & touchiness about
who proceeded who on the platform at the meeting. The first

son weés the top person,

SOAPES: Despite the fact that Dwight was President of the

Inited States,

Rﬁ”t;.
FRAYN: Well at that time he wasn't President, he was running.

But even when we got on the platform, normally I think Bdgar
would have been on the platform. It ssemed perfectly logical
to me. And his wife would probably have been sitting up there

with Mamie Eisenhower, but she wasn't there. T sat with Mamie,

SORPES: That's an interesting story; I hadn't heard it before,
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FRAYN: Isn't that an interesting anecdote? And 1 hope it
doesn't get any place because it's not one of those things

that--but it's kind of an interesting point.
SCAPES: Yes. Very interesting.

FRAYN: I think that family must have been & pretty strong
family, the Eisenhower family from the mother, from all I

can gather. fﬁfn?ﬁﬁ

e g

SOAPES: Well, we've covered gquite a kit of ground, and 1

thank you for your time this morning.
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