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My dear Mr, President:

Recently you were invited by a group of gouthern Negro leaders
to go to the south to make a statement there concerning the
harmony and easing of tensioms. Personally I disagreed with
such a move, but I do most positively desire to point out the
{mmediate and continuing need for you wherever you may go,
whatever speech you may deliver, whatever press conference

you may held, to speak a word calling for all Americans to
stand together and to contimue to develop harmonious relations
Morth and South, black and white, Jew and gentile, Protestant
and Catholic.

Mot behind the iron ecurtain, but within the United States,
men of God are being arrested, houses of worship are being
bombed, and American citizems are continually meeting with
physical violence. A word spoken now with continuing em-
phasis by you would mot omly have an impact for geood, but
would bring hope to millions of Americans that the Chief
Executive of our land is concerned with this problem,

With every good wish,

Yours truly,’
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The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

MWN (personally dictated, but not signed)



