Radio and Television Report to the America People on the European Trip
September 10, 1959
Dwight D. Eisenhower

In these next few minutes, | should like to talk to you mainly about my recent European trip.

Having just returned from France, it might be appropriate to recall a comment made about our
nation over a century ago by that remarkable observer, Tocqueville. He said, “The great
sustaining force of America is not simply to be found in its laws or institutions—»but in the
manners of her people, her habits of heart.”

Fellow Americans, we venerate more widely than any other document, except only the Bible, the
American Declaration of Independence.

That Declaration was more than a call to national action.

It is a voice of conscience establishing clear, enduring values applicable to the lives of all men.

It stands enshrined today as a charter of human liberty and dignity. Until these things belong to
every living person their pursuit is an unfinished business to occupy our children and generations

to follow them.

In this spirit we stand firmly in defense of freedom.



