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This interview is being taped in the office of Mr. Ray MHoore
in Senttle, Weshington, on April 18, 1972. The interviewer
is Dr. Maclyn Burg, Historian at the Eisenhower Library.

DR, FURG: Mr. Moore, con you tell us what your position was

in 1552 with regard to the Republican Party here In the state

of Washington?

MA. MOORE: I was Fing County Republican Centrzl Cormittee

Chairman.

DR. BURG: &0 all of your interests at that time concentrated

on the '52 cawmpaign as it wom fought here in King County?

ME. MOORE: Yes, and T had been committed in 1950 to Eilsenhower
in c=ase he should run. The bulk of the organization was Taft

arionted.

DR. BURG: That is the State party here in Washington

MR, MOORE: Stats and County also. In spite of tha fact that
I had been county chairman for three and a half years at the
time Bisenhower was nominated, T etill had been unable to gain
enough strength so that I could dictate which way they would
go. So we took some rather unique steps to see that Ei sonhower

carried the State.
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BURG: I want to talk to you about the unicue steps too. Let

me ask you first, you had service in World War II.

MOORE: Ho.

BEUIRG: So you were here?

MOOKE: I was here working at Boeing during the period from
142 €411 '4%, three and a half years. 2And I had made a big

switeh, I had come from an extremely conservative right-wing

background.
BURG: 1In this State, Mr. Moore? .& ’;,'

MOORE: Yes, My father wae the Director of the Public Utilities
Ccommission here forty-two years ago. And I followed thie political
background elosely. I was opposed to Social Security, and I was
opposed to all subsidies of any kind. I was rsally extremaly
reactionary, and I went to work at Boeing and had my eyes opened
there. I maw that nnless you have high money wvelocity and unless
the working class of people has enough money to spend, you know
there'll be & perpetual depression in a capitalistic gociety. And

so I made a tremendous switch. There was baraly room encugh for me

=
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in the party, although [Wendell] Willkie is the one that really
opened my eves to what I think was, or thought a2t that time,

was the future.

BURG: Open in the sense, Mr. Moore, that you heard him speak

or that you had read his material during the campaign?

MOORE: I met him and read his material during the campaign, and
I was elected a precinct committeeman in 1940 just on the basis
of "I'm going to support Wendell Willkie." Then when

[Franklin D.] Reosevelt gave him the apportunity to tour the
world, and he wrote ONE WORLD, I really became enamored of

him. I followed him very closely, and I guess the last time

BURG: So tha man had made @ tremendous impact on you.

MOORE: Oh, ves, indeed. When I was county chairman, everything
that I did, everything that I said, everything that I wrote,
avary interview I gave was very carefully weighed as to whether
abraham Lincoln and Wendell Willkie would have gone this route

or not,
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BURG: Now that is fascinating.

MOORE: I never had one single bad momant.

EURG: By bad moment you mean--

MOORE: I was nevar put on a spot by having said something that
T couldn't defend. You know their positions were so good,
basically, if you translated them into modern times. Y¥You know

vou could keep out of a lot of troukle in all sorts of things.

PURG: That's an intriguing thing, =sn interesting thing to hear.
Had you had a great interest in history as a young 1ad4 that
e,

! 4
would cavse yvou to think that way? - \3

=

MOORE: Ho. Eut I slways had kind of an underlying fesling that
there were a 1ot of evils in the world that need not be--you
%now, mostly man's inhumanity to men. And Lincoln impressed we
&8 Eisenhower's Farewell Address also impressed me when he said
that one thing this country had te avold wss keeping thes military
and the business complexes from getting together. And so I
gradually found that I was leaning toward Lincoln, and then

Wilkie came along as & kind of embodiment of the poor background--

rising to the great heights, ahowing me that you didn't have to
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play the total political game in order to succeed. It game
me a2 lot of heart. And spo I did what I could, and T kept Out
of & lot problems by following what I thought they might have

gaid.

EURG: 5o you are led pretty much into the Republican Party

around 1940, and vou remained in it.

MOORE: From the time I got out of school, the !i:ii“alaﬂtinn

T voted in was '26. And ¥ voted for Landon and the straight
Republican ticket: and then, 28 I say, when I went to Boeing
and esw that if people worked for fifty cents an hour, everybody
would ba atarving. And even the well-to-do wouldn't be able to
prospar. And so I began to realize that there wvas & place for
unione, social security was necessary, unemployment benafits

are nocessary, and I juet gradually began to move more in this

direction.

PURG: As you did thak, Mr. Moore, ars you aware af any of your
colleagues at Boeing who also were coming awake to, lat us =ay,

the realities of a capitalist society in the twantieth ceantury?

MOORE: Yes. That's when it happened, and I think it happened

all ovar the country. There were & lot of people like me that
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ware middle class white collar workers who either couldn't

gat in the service or didn't want to and sought eome ralief

from golng to war. I think that they began to have an

awakening by seeing how it is in real 1ife where you do not have
a great deal of prestige and it's necessary to have enough
wherewithal so that you can have a weekend once in a while,

you know, and just do & little living.

PURG: Now with your changing attitudes, after the war how
soon wos it that vou bhegan to look with interast at Ei senhower

as @ potential candidate? Do you recollect when that came to

woiL T = gt
fir =
_KT

MOORE: Well, aftar the shock of the '48 electln&fﬂﬁii; T and
averyone else took for granted that Dewey would be alected and,
we suddenly came to the realizstion that there was no such
thing as a cinch, I was elected the next month after that
county chairman here. I had come out of no place. I was not
even a precinct committeseman. I had never heen a district
leader, and I was making bad nolsea acout the party in genmral.

T didn't like the reactionary. backward thrust of the Republican

party generally, nationally and locally.
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BEURG: Who are the people who are dragging their feet

loeally at this time?

MOCRE: Oh, the then county chalrman who was a troglodyte

attorney here in town.

EURG: Can you give me these names?

MOORE: Yes, Tyre Bollanderx.

BURG: Tyre Hollsnder?

MOORE: Tyre Hollander, T-y-r-e H-o-l-l-2-n-d-e-r.

BURG: And he was county chairman at the time of the 1948

election?

Lol T
< F

MOORE: Yes. And he and others wers splitting up

-

the governor-
ship of Alaska, and under-Secretary of Treasury, and Collector

of Customs and U.5. Marshal during the summer when they should have
been making friends with middle of the road and liberal elements

in the community, which went by default to [Harry §.] Truman.

So they really blew the election.

EURE: 8o the party had sort of lapsed inte some kind of semi-

comatose state by '487
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MOORE: Indaed.
BURG: Pat, happy, complacent here in this reglion?

MODRE: Well, they hadn't really been complacent about whare

they ware.
BURG: Yes. They had not won anything for years.

MOORE: They'd alected one person since 1930, and that was
Arthur Ianglie, governor in '40. Then he was re-elected in
*48 in a very close election. And he callad George Powell
who was Mrs. [Neal (Janet)] Tourtellotte's brother who is I
think now president of the Board of Regents and Bob Yoomans,
who was & delegate to the '52 convention. He died recently.

BURG: He spells his name, Y-Oo-@-l-a=n=8, is 1t7? Ef ?.
-ﬁurb,.

MODRE: Yes. He later became Secratary of the Washington Water

power Company. Joe Pearson who was killed a yesar or two later.

George Kinnear who iz Chairman of the Tax Commission now.

Jack Thomas who represented some distilleries here. I think

that was sbout it. The governor, Lamlie, asked all of us one

day, to come meet together, and he =ald, "Now one of you is

going to be county chairman."
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George Kinnear said, "Well, I can't because I have to
look after the family affairs.”

Joe Poaarson said, "My law partners won't let me." Bach
cne had an excussa.

ITt, finally, got around to me, and I remember I said,
"Well, you know, I would love to do it, but I don't hava the
gualifications-=I can't spesk and I'm not a very outgoing
personality. I'm not terribly friendly, and I am just not
the person although I would like to do it."”

So & couple of days later the governor's managar, Clarence
LaFramboise, called me and said, "How I want to talk to you." 5o
he and Langlie had talked and so by default I was the gelacted
pne, and there was a great deal of opposition to me. But I
did, in fact, win that county convention about three to two.
BURG: Can you give me the namea of any of those who opposed

A 2
you at that time, leaders in the opposition? 14 '

Ny,
MOORE: William v. Smith, he and I are on good terms now,

LY

18

-
.H-_'

[

was very bitter, He was the organization's cheice. The
organization did not like lLanglie because he was much too liberal,
muich too independent, and appointed Democrats and Independents

to positions of influence.
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BURG: By organization you mean the majority within the

Republican party?

MOORE: Yes. The majority Republican group in control of

the party machinery.

EURG: At leasl those who control, whether they were a majority

or not, thoss who control.
MOORE: Those who controlled, that's right,
BEURG: Anyone else beeides Smith?

MOORE: Ford (. Elvidge, who later became Govarnor of Guam,
N
BURG: How is that name ppelled? f‘ |
1"«1"-'_ _ -.'\.I
MOORE: Ford as in automobile and Elvidge, E-~l-v-i-d-g-a.
Ford Q. Elvidge. A number of nice old-lady types that, you
know, would have all the precinct csucuses and district meetings,

most of whom are now dead, They were rather ancient then.

BURZ: Would you say, Mr. Moore, that the apposition was largely

of older people than in '"48 to your alection?

MOORE: Yes, Wall, I had the sheriff, who was the greatest
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vote-getter we ever had in King County, Harlan Callahan. I
had him khehind me, and I had Langlie behind ma, And T had =
scattering of all of the wmalcontents in the party. I was
very good at getting them: they considersd me their last best
hope--so what few Jews there were, what few Italians there

werea. G5See the party was made up mostly of DAR [Diughters of

the American Revolution] types, super-patriots who would do féﬁ_ﬂfh
: I 3
anything to keep from getting killed themselves but wanted '-.“.{_t 27

everybody else to march off. They were always trying to keap
these people out of the party, but there were a few of them
that by history or by deep economic beliefs or social beliefs
felt they were Republicans. They stayed in the party as
minority groupe, and so probably fifteen percent of my vote came
from, mavbe twenty-five parcent of my vote came from these
people, & handful of them in each of the districts, T actually
lost ten of the twelve distriets in that first election that

I was elected. I carried two districts a hundred percent, and
it was very close in the other twelw s, mavbe they beat me by
five wvotes or tem. EBut I swept one distriet bv a hundred and

thirty to nothing.
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BURG: 8o when the total count was in, yvou had what it took.

MOORE: Yes. MAMhout thres to two., In the next alection I

didn't get eny more popular; I alwaye won three to two.
BURG: But never lost ground over a period of time.

MODORE: HNo. The Central Conmittesa used to have twenty-four
members, and I found that it was too undiplomatic to kick out

a lot of these district chairmen and co-chairmen. BSo I didn't

do that. I merely expanded the Central Committes using
Parkinson'a law to sagregate, I had all the county office holders.
I had all the legislators. I had the president of the Young Men's
Repullican Club. I had the officers of the Rssoclated Republican
Women. I had the publisher of the Republican newspaper. Anybody
that I could find an execuse to make a member of the Central Com=~
mittea, I did., Then I coreated an exXecutive committes of about

seven or sight people who were all mine, naturally.

.b-h gk’
BURG: The odds, of course, now in your faver. |3 5

% 5
.
xﬂbzlﬁf

MOORE: Yes, Exactly. I had the cdds. I waas probably out-

.
Wl
S
o
o

numherad eighteen to six originally. Well, it ended up that I
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probahly had forty-five out of seventy in the final amnalysie,
if I needed = vote, though we mostly decided averything in the
executive committes. Thinge ran I think about average; I was

not a super-chairman by any moaans.
BURG: How do vou mean that?

MOORE: Well, T was never very good at getting the recalecitrant
Republicans that didn't like me together. I couldn't seem to
do it. FEithar they were too difficult or T was too inept, and
I think really it was the latter. T think T was poor at getting

people together that didn't basically likes my philosophy.

[ i

BURG: How old a2 man were you in '48, Mr. Moore? lf-
s

MOORE: Thirty-six. And I was reasonably wigorous. T waa in

et

)

T

&

doubt about my own akilities, but I wasn't in doubt about any
issues. I had researched very solidly. Wwhen I wmade up my
mind about something nothing changed. And I had, in the party,
heroes of mine. The people that T looked to for leadership had
been [Governor Thomas H.] Tom Dewsy, Henry Cabot Lodge,

Leverett Saltonstall, BEarl Warren, ertainly.

BURG: Men that you viewed as young and vigorous and modsrn.
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MOORE: Or old and vigorous.

EURG: Or old and vigorous, but modern Republican in their

outlook.

MOORE: Wayne Morse was 2 big hero of mine in those davs. And
I still think very well of him. But, anyway, I pulled in the
direction of a more liberal world with more direct diplomacy
internationzliy, more business exchanga, esasier guotaz for
immigration, and chis just touched off all of the reactionzrias
that view avery one from sabroad ss evil. So I had troubls
always with these people. It did sharpen me. I bocame very
2killful at working them and anticlipating them, but T could
have done a lot butter i{f T had somehow extended more oglive

branches.

BURG: I've asked you who it was that put up opposition to you,
During this peried from '48 up to 19327, who ara your staunchest

allies, by name, within the county. cCallshan yvou've wentioned.

MOORE: Harlan Callahan-- r{F“ﬁH%

BEURG: Langlie, of course.

MOORE: Arthur Ianglie. He was something else. I mean ha's
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df{€farant; we'll leave him in a category by himself. He
dosan't fit in with thess other people nor they with him in

the way thinge have to be done. There was Harlan Callahan.
There waa Cenrge Powsll., There was Willerd Wright, Eob Yoemans,
Jack Thomas, Bill Howard--one of the all time great backroom

politiciane.

BURG: Almost 2ll of these men were considered with you for

that chairmanship”™

MOORE: Yes.

PORMG: Howard was not, & I remenbar, one of those that

Govarngr-—

MDORE: In the orioginsl group, that's right, Thﬂru';;ﬁ Jay

Adams—-—

pRG: T= thies Brock Adama' father?
MOORE: &o.

BEURG: HNo relation?

MOORE: This ils a fellow that's & contemporsry of mine, and he

owns &2 book and magazine distributing company here called, Riches
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Adams. He and I have grown together politically. Although we
don't see each other maybe for two or three vears, we find that
we have written a scorching letter to Hugh Scott, for example,

on some issue within two daye of each other.
BEURG: IXan't that odd?
MOORE: 1If raally is funny.

BURZ: Taking pretty much the same stand?

G
MOORE: Yes. It'as really very amusing. 5

-| 5:,.;
EgEL;*
BURG: 8o he too then ie one of the staunch people in this

new organirzation that vou'res getting togesther.

MOORE: Yee. 2And T brought him in, There was s thing called
the Young Men's Republican Club, and the prasident of it in
1952, T think, was a guy in the class of 1900 from Harvard.
How even in those days I don't think anybody graduated from

Harvard at under twenty-twe, from Harvard Law School, do you?
BURG: Probably not.

MOORE: So the guy had to be born in 1878. well, in ‘48 you

know the guy is getting along in years, and four vears later
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he was elected president of the YMRC. That's the type that we
had in the party, and vet vou called it the Young Men's Rapub-
lican Club. They had started out when they were very young, you

sae, and they kind of rotated the chairmanship and the prasi-

2N
i _'“ '.1"-:‘

dency and that.

.i‘..:| |

EURG: How large 2 body was it, Mr. Moore? Do you remember, at

that tima?

MOORE: They probably had twe hundred members, and ther probably
turned out thirty for lunch. So I organized ancther thing, or
helped organize another thing, to counteract it and give the
party a better image in the press and genarally around the county
called the Young Repuklicans of King County. And among those now
are a couple of Supreme Court Justices, a faderal judge, four

or five of the most prestigious attorneys in town, and they really
made thie thing move. They would get out five hundred people

for any kind of a project. I didn't enter into thie organization,
but I helped organize it, and then they were on their own. But

I would suggest that maybe we needed five hundred people to do
something, and they could turn out five hundred people in four or
five days time. They were young men asnd women who were twanty to

thirty-five. It was a really good organization. And then I spent

2 great deal of time working with the unions, especially the
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Taeamstera and the API~CI0 Council,

EURG: Contact with Dave Beck?

MOORE: Not much, His mind was made up.

BURG: Against the Republican Party, you mean?

MOORE: Yesm., although ha had been 2 Repoblican 21l u£ hiz 1life.
It was hard to break in thers, but thars weres » numbar of
business agents and secretariss that we wara able to get
contributions from, And we were able to gat the loan of some
personnal periodically to deliver things for us, and they nade
some conbtributions.

I always went out of my way to play fair with the Damocrats.
I never accused them once of anything bad, unless I found them
really doing something totally evil. And this was quite a change
because every Republican had attacked them as all Communists,
all left-pinkes. You know, the usual chatter. 8So this was &
revelation to them to have a county chairman that behaved like
that, and s0 I became kind of their darling, really. ‘Thay
thought that I was a marvelous thing to have in politics, and

perhapa I did in a sense give politics 2 good nams in thip area,
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BEURG: The outeider to Washington state politiecs really has to
be reminded that this was named the Soviet of Washington just

prior to your tenure,
MOORE: That's right.

BURG: And therefore a Republican who d4id not esling mud was a
rather odd creature indeed. Now let me ask, Mr. Moore, all of
these things that have a tendency to put a new facs on the party
here in Washington, how much of the impetus for that would you
say came from ounteide the State? That is, to wvhat extent is

the National Republican Party helping in all of this or would

£

MOORE: 2t that time? \\

you gsay that it is basically a loeal thing?

k‘i‘.‘!ﬂ

BURG: Yes. '48 up to the maneuvering in '52?? Bay '48 through

'51,

MOORE: This state from 1930 till 1950 was probably in the top
fifteen percent of all states in liberal thought. I'm not
speaking now of Republicans or Democrats, but the general

populnce, I think, was mors libersl. So I think that basically

we were dissatisfied with the Taft types as potential presidents.
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They didn't want that kind of person. Cewsy was barely
accaptable to them. People hare wera looking for something

that was libaral, something that was strong and prestiglious all
at the same time, I think. If I had to nssess it, I would think
that eighty parcent of the desire to move foward, in the finnl
analysis, EBisenhower. Put that basic drive was internal.
Probably twenty percent of it was inspired outside by Deway,
Saltonstall, and Lodge perhaps, and Barl Warren. They might
have had each five percent to do with it or at least that

general typa of person.

BURG: What I want to do is to find out if the nationsl

organization put you on this trail through Arthur lLanglie.

MOORE: Ho. In 1350, right about now, a group of us met at
Rosellini's Restaurant. Moat of them were merhers of the Young
Republicans of ¥ing County and then my own strong armed executive
committee. Thare wera probabhly fifteen of us. We had a very
strong &nd long mesting that day., We wera all pretty much
togather, but we decidad that we nesded to make a2 decision am

to what we were going to do. So it was decided that T should
make a trip to Boston! the Young Republicans wersa having their

nstional convention in Boston that year. T wes a member, but T
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was too old by that time to really ke a member, but they made
me a delegate to the conventlon. And I put up half the money,
and the rest of thew 21)l put up five or ten dollars apiace,

And T made the tripy I went back on the train, and I stopped

in Albany to mea Governor Dewey and Jim [James C.] Hagerty. And
then I went on to Boston and talked with both John [Davis] Lodge

who was then I think Governor af Connecticut.

BURG: This was 19517

MDORE: Ho, this was *50.

BURG: In "50, all right.

MOORE: June, right at the end of June or early July of '50.
And there is a test fight going on at that convention between
tha Taft people and the Bisenhower people. We had a candidate
by the name of Warburg £from Delaware and we prevailed by about
the same margin that Eisenhovar preveiled two years latar. The
Eisenhower candidate won the presidency in & very, very close
and bitter election. So then I stopped and telked to Hugh Scott
on the way back in Philadelphia, and I went to Washington where
I saw the ona libaral Congresaman st that time from the state

that T liked, Thor Tollefson, who ie now Director of Fisheriaes
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for the atete. §So after 7'd talked to all thess peaople, I
came back and raported thet it looked to me as if Fisenhower
was the eandidate and that we should not deviate in anyway from

thet: moment on.

BEORG: How did you handle those who must have asked you, has

Eimsenhower agreed to run?

MOORE: T emid that T had everv confidence that this man who

never turned down anything that ever came his way was going

to turn this down.

BEURG: Well, that's a good point because that was his attitude,

MOORE: Yem, You know he was about &8 qualified perhaps to be
president of a university as, you know, perhaps yvou and I could
do it as well., BEut somebody thought that he was good enough,
and so he aaid "Of course." He was not egotistical, but he

was perfectly willing to accept anvthing that came his wny, and
he wasn't going to turn down the Presidency of the United
Statas., So that wvas in Tuly, about the middle of July of '50;
g0 wa want on through the balance of '50 and through '51, Well,

I'm talking a great deal. What would you like to ask?
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BURG: HNo, vou're doing precisely what T need to know. There's
two things that T want to ask right now. First of all, ths
conversation with Tom Dewey. Vhat did he sav to you about the
convention that you were attending, about the fact that there
might be &8 Taft-Bissnhower controversy there? Did he predict

that? Difd he rezlize that?

MOORE: Yes, yves. He urged "Good luck and God speed.”

BURE: Cited no Ffavorite of his owm?

MOORE: Yes, sure. He was for Warburg.

BURS: I see. He at that time was hoping that he could swing--

MOORE: Certainly.

2URGE: Speak about his own asplirations te you?

MOORE: No. We talked about that, I told him that he had been
my hero, and that T was terribly sorry, because 1t was apparent
that he was never goling te be President. T always speak very

straight forwardly to 8 subject.

[Interrupklion])
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EURG: He was about as warm as ever?

MOORE: Warm as he ever was. Very cool, dignifiesd. You know,
he looke at you and you realize he is a very cool fellow, and I
grew to really like him better in the next twelve months because
I saw him do some things that I thought fit him the way I had
pictured the guy.

Anyway in the fall of '5]1 there was a big move here for
Taft. I was a little apprehensive because & poll had been taken
showing that, as of November of '51, Taft would end up with twenty
delegates out of the atate; Eisenhower would end up with four. I'd
been very, very circumspect and very quiet up to this point. I was
not offending anybody for once in my life;y I was just rocking along
weak by waek. (The Central Committes secretary was perfect for the
job==plvays made me lock Latter than I wasm, Her name wag Jean
Letouretes) . And my friends wara getting more antay and nervous

aboat whal was goling to happan in the apring.

BURG: Thesa are the £friends of which we spoke just a

minutes ago.

MOORE: Right. 8o the Taft peopla were really riding high and

they invited Bob Taft out to speak at the Lincoln Day Banguet.

8o I shuddered because he did accept. I had wmet him, just was
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introduced to him, at lunch in the Sonate dining room, by Harry

cain, who was then our Senator.
BURG: And pro-Taft, was he not, Mr, Moore?

MOORE: Yes, yee. And so T thought when I met Taft--this man
is very, very cold and doesn't come across very well, although
I had always been for everything that he had ever done, Taft-

Hartley and then on back. T thought he was a graat guy.

BURG: ©2f two cool men, Dewey and Taft, which man impressed

you most, Duewey, do you think?

MDORE: Yes.

BURG: As & personality? ﬁ

- o
__-E"\;.
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MOORE: I think, possibly, even more depth., Tt's hayxd to say
but I don't know.

BURG: In a general sense, Mr. Moore, a man a little more

convarsant with the world.

MODAE: Yea.

BURG: Dewey had that; Taft lacked it,
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MOORE: I think so. Although T never knew Taft, you know,

just very slightly. Well, he arrived in town, and T had
formulated & plan. T decided to take some drastic measures
because it was impossikle for the Eisenhower people to cope,

S0 the day after Taft spoke, and he 4id one of his hest
apeachesr he had a packed hovse and they were very friendly,
And he came hers after [Senator Everett McKinley] Dirksen was
hera, as T recall. Dirksen, you know, would tell maybe a
hundred jokes in the course of the evening. Evervbody thought
he was wonderful, and he never said anything. Taft, on the
other hand, couldn't pull a joke off if his life depended on it,
snd he started in giving facts and was very good, and poople
liked it. So the next day I called Mra. Tourtelldte; Mrs. Baker,
who was state committeewoman from ¥ing County: Mrs. Gehrman,
who was county vice-chairman.

———_

-

A .
EURG: How does she spell her last name? = A
y

£ L]
% 5

MCORE: G-e~h-r-m—-s-n. BAnd [R.] Mort Frayn who was etate
chairman. And of course Mra. Tourtelldte was national committes-
womin. Bo the five of us sat down. FBaslecally, &t that moment

in history, all four of them were for Taft. HNow they say
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differently or they don't talk about it, but they were pretty
golidly for Taft. It is conceivable that, at that moment,
Janet might have been having some doubts, but, basically, you
had to conmider the four of them were for Taft. So I said that
Taft really was magnificent yesterday, and unknown to you, I
have had a poll taken. This poll shows that Taft can, in faet,
carry King County. MAnd if he can carry King County, he ca i

certainly carry the rest of the state. They all agreed onl

that. And I said, "What we want to do, I balieve, in order tﬁ
insure his carrying the stats and eventually carrying the countrv,
is to broaden the base of the party, as much as possible. Inatead
of having precinct caucuses hald almoast in secret with only the
precinct committeeman and his wife and anothar friend thera and
alacting a delegate which is one of the threa of them and an
alternate which is one of the three of them, T would like to
suggest thia, and I have already arrangements for the monev. I
would like to run full page ads in both newspapera listing all
the precinct caucus locetions and invite avervbody in the county
to come to ‘his precinct cavcus., Tt will scoop the Democrate.

Tt will show them we're the party of the pesople, and we want

everybody to think that., We will aleo, among other things,
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advertise that if anybody would like an issue to vote on to

write in, and if there is any interest in that issue at all

there will be & straw ballot and people can indicate whether
they want to get out of Korea--what they want to do." well,
we did, in fact. They thought this was super, but there is

one guastion which I waa ready for.

They said, "But you know may be that the public will come
in and the precinet commitieeman who has done all thia work"
(of course the precinct committeeman hadn't done any work at
all) "won't even get to go to the county convention or the
district caucus.”

I said, "I would propose under this plan that the precinct
committesman is an automatic delegate to the county convention,.™

Well, thevy all looked very happy beceuse the Taft people had

three out of four delegates--three out of four committeemen /& g
were for Taft. So they decided to do this. Then we had an .;{i‘“__,_,r"’
executive committes meeting after that and ayreed we ecould do
something for the party. Tourtellotte and Frayn both thought
this was a good idea, and thev both spoke at the mesting and

said they thought so. We took it to the central committes, and

they thought it was great. 8o I had an angel who bought the ads,



Ray Moore, d4=1f-7Z Page 29

BURG: These would asppear in the Seatile Timas and the PI

[Seattle Popt-Intelligencer]?

MOCRE: Yaes. And they did in fact. And thousands and thousands

of people turned ount; it was just a tremendous thing.

BURG: February or Merch of '517

MOORE: March, I think., It was = month or six weeks, maybe it
wae as late 3z April. Might have been about now. Sometimes
thera would be two hundred pecple at @ caucue, and there'd

nevar been more than ten at a caucus in history before. The
outcome was--Bisenhower, among the elected delegates, carried
four out of five. So we got to tha party conventiony it wase
close. They had us beaten four to three; we had them beaten
five to four; eo we beat them. We might not have beaten them,
tut, as you remember, the county chairman has the power to
appoint committeamen. S0 I appointed committeeman to vacancies
and by doing that Eisenhower carried the district caucuses where
the delegates to the county convantion are elected. The distriet
delegates went to the county convention, and I think twenty-two

hundred delegates came, and it was a wild melee, It was really
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amateur night. Wes had to have =igns made; people didn't know
how to vote. All this parliamentary mansuvering was too much,
especially for tha Eisenhower people who ware all more McGovern
types that are carried away and want to participate in the great
American scene but don't know what to do. So we had signa made,
great huge signs on big sticks. Maybe on-one side it says, "Ike
gays 'ves.'" On the other side it says, "Ike saye 'no.'" And
wea'd have these signe up in front, and weé'd hold them up when

wa'd want them to vote a certaln way.

BURG: Where was this mesting held?

MOORE: It was the Eagles auditorium, just two blocks from

here.

BURG: Here in Seattle?

MOORE: Yes. We beat them, and then I had a test run in the
thirty-third district.

Bill Hpward, whom I mentioned a little while ago said, "I
will guarantee you that we will invoke the unit ruls in our
district. I'm strong eéenough to do it." And so his vote out
thers was maybe, I don't remember the number of delegates, but

he probably carried it two to one. BAnd then he bound the rest
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af them all to vote in the gama fashion. BSo hea cama Lnto the

convention you see with a solid block,

BUORG: All committed to Eisenhowar?

MOORE: Right. He really wanted Taft, Howard did; but, out of
loyalty to me and our long time relationship, he had agreed
that he would go for Eisenhower. The first district to vota
was the thirtieth, and Taft won that diatrict, oh., very close,
like maybe thirty-Ffive to thirty. The thirty-first district
came in, and that wes a giant Eisenhower district, and they
passed. And the thirty-second district, Taft won it by three
or four votes. The thirty-third district came in, and Howard
rose to his feet and said that he was casting all of thair votes
for Eisenhower. And the screaming was terrific. There was
about four hours of parliamentary fighting and waneuvering, and
we had to recess meveral times and try and get everybody going

in the same direction.

PURG: Who was your parliamentarian, Mr. Moore?

having a difficult job there.

MOORE: We brought in, I think Mre. Utter, who was kind of a

professional parliamentarian.
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EURG: Patey Utter?

MOORE: No. Mrs. Utter would now be, probably, eighty-five,
Anyway, I had brought her in because she was noncontroversial.
And yet we had checked her out to be sure that she understood
and that she was golng to make the right rulings on certain
things. Because if she hadn't, we could have been in a lot
of troubla. VYet ghe didn't violate any of har ethics becauss
she would have done it anyway. But being very practiecal, I
wanted to be sure that we were not going to be upsat by a
ruling of hers. After long bickering, we finally made it
atick, and they threatened to take us teo court. Well, you
know you can't do that--the political parties settle their

own differences.

BURG: They were particularly angry about Howard's use of the

unit rule?

MOORE: That really just upset them terribly, and of courssa
they knew that was the end. So then we went through the roll
call and picked up the rest of the districts. The thirty-first,

after Lt was all cver, the biggest district in the state, was

controlled by Jack Thomas. He came in with like two hundred to
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nothing. And so Eisenhower had the thing locked up. But then
we invoked the unit rule over the whole county so that when we
went to the state, where a thousand delegates, at least, showad
up, with our unit ruled three hundred and fifty for Eisenhower,
although the vote was only about a hundred and eighty to a

hundred and eixty-five,

EURG: Was it not done that way any place else, Mr. Moore?

MOORE: No, no.

EURG: Only Fing County organized in that way and pushed it

through that way?

MOORE: Right. And Taft would have carried the state twenty to
four if we hadn't because we took delegates cut of every district
in the state as a result of theee three hundred and fifty votes
that I controlled that day. I just voted the three fifty. all
we needed out of a thousand was another hundred and fifty. Plus
tha fact that, you know, we start the convention reasonably early,
at nine in Spokane. It'as 2 hot day. Purposely I sncouraged

them to have it in a hot avditorium, ‘They got it in the armory.

It is beastly. And I insisted that the windowe not be opened
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and the doors not be opsned. And we just wore out the older
Taft pesople. They were leaving by two and three in the after-
noon. They were going back to their hotels, and so they lost
a lot of delegates. BSee, they needed each of thelr delegates
because they were individualas. All T had to do waas vote my
three hundred and fifty. I kept in good shape 2ll day, and so

I kept voting the three hunfFed and fifty on every isaue,.

EURG: Was George Kinnear the chairman at the convention?

MOORE: I believe he was, ves. I think he was. EBither George
[C.] Kinnear or George Powell was temporary chairman or permansent
chairman of our county convention. State convention, I believe

that it was Einnear and Woodall, but I'm not sure.

BURG: Do you remember Woodall's first nama?

MOORE: Perry Woodall. He's a State Senator from Yakima now.

But anyway that is, actually, how Eisenhower carried this
county, this state. And when we got to the national econvention, to
show you how important every vote was, we were sitting there Sunday
night before the convention opened and thers was Tom Dewey, Jacoby
who was SBpeaker of the House in New York, ILanglie, Jack Thomas, Eill

Howard, Don Eastvold, two or three others and I. And Deway
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sald to Jaeoby, "How 4o thinge look for tomovrow, Jake?"

And ha said, "It'e ninety-two to four."

And Dewev aald, "Let's see, there'a the voung man that is
a relativa of Taft's I balieve. We could never ask him ko
changa, There's Taft's classmate from Long Island." (This is
g8 I recall it.) "We couldn't ask him to change. But," he said,
“Those other two. What do they want, Jake?"

Jake said, "They would like to be judge surrogates,
govarnor, "

And Deway gaid, "vWell, you mean we havan't taken cars
of that?" And the next day they 4id, in fact, vote ninety-four
to two, and they bolth bacame judges in New York. Eut that's how
close, how important every vote was, So when we switched from
twanty to four for Taft to ninetesn to five for Eisamhowsr, you

know, that made a whale of 2 differance.

BURG: Were you told that when you were back there at the

national convention?

MOORE: HNoO.
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BURG: Anything said to you about the kind of job that had been

done hara?

MOORE: Ho. Langlie was a great guy for taking all the credit,
and he distrusted everybody. Everybody was = croock but

Arthur Langlie. He mistrusted sverybody, and he tock all tha
gloery. He used to have his secratary call me daily and ask ma,
"How are things going? Are we going to be able to carry it?"

Even when I was In doubt I kept reamsuring him, "Yes,
we're going to carry it. Don't warry."“

But then hip secretary would say, "But don't get the
governor mixed up in this." You know, like you do all the
dirty work. You be the bad guy. As a matter of fact, wvhen we
alocted a2 chairman of our delesgation there ware twenty-four
delegates, The five Taft delegates, strangely enough, were

ready to vote for me. And T had twelve of tha Eisenhower /[ 0

] 1-|

=7

delegates; so I could have been chairman of the delegation Eht:h;’
without eny trouble. But Langlie was so vindictive, and I had
had trouble with him bhefore. Although I wanted to ba chairman
vary badly, I really wanted to do that, T said to myself, "He

is governor end who am I?* So although I wanted it badly, T

howed out, and he was elected unanimously.
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Mra. Tourtellotte has made the most consistent contribution
down through the years of anybody in the party, I would say,
to party harmony, welfare, prestige, image, BShe was a very good
person. She was very helpful slways. Sha supported ma; she

was very nice, and so did her brother, George Powell.

BURG: Wow did wvou, while you were back there, mest Eissnhower?

MOORE: Yes. But I had met him a2 month before in Denver. He
had come to Denver to meat certain delegations from all over

the Went.

BEURZ: Go you had gone to that as the sole representative from

the state of Washington?

MOORE: Mo. We all flew back one morning on a United f£light,

and we flew out of here early in the morning.

g{l\.‘l "-\.
i -
BURG: How many of you from here? @% ﬁ
o Lo

fgzpg B

MOORE: ©Ch, I think all the BEisenhower delegates went, nineteen
and some of the alternates. Probably thirty. And that was
2 wonderful day. Eisenhower had not been back, you know, out of

his uniform very long; he had a great gray flannel suit. And he
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cama out, and we were all sitting there. He sat with one leg
on thae floor and one dangling over the tabhle that was thare,
and said that he waas glad to be here and that he was glad that
he hed a chance to be President snd & few polite remarks.

Conaidering that he lived at Ft. Lewla for saveral years,
what happened a2t that meeting really surprised me. PBob Yoeamane,
who was very interested in che big public-private power
argument that's bean going on here for forty vears, was very
intarested in thie. He eaid, "Genaral, how do vou feal about
public power?"

The General looksed puzrzled. You know that he didn't hear
terribly well, and he kind of leaned over and sald, "What was
that question?" He was desperately trying to think what kind
of an answer to give. And Yoemans repeated the cuestion. He
rallied for & minute, and he said rather strongly, "I've alwavs

balieved the public should have the power."

BURGZ: PFor Heaven sakes, What 4did Yoemans do when he recovered
4

his equilibrium? ( 3

L

3 v
a2

MOORE: His mouth fell open, and we laughed abhout thie for
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years afterwards., It's an unimportant issua,

BURG: Nobody challenged the remark?

MOORE: HNo.

BURG: Just let it go?

MOORE: Mo. We were all for him, =nd we ware hoping that he
would not be asked too many other guestions in publie, and
would be better shislded. PBut then I had another nice conver-
sation with him in 1953, They gave a prize to the county
chairman that had done the bheset job in the state, and so I wasa

lucky enough to win that in the '52 election.

i
P

BUAG: Is this for the State of Washington? QH zl

MOORE: For the State of Washington. ESo I Hnn;H:; Waahington
ona day with my wife to have 3 half hour seance with Daddy
Warbucks; that's what we called him,

I knew that what he had to say was much more important than
what I had to say, but I'd been in the forefront of every civil
rights movement in the state. My wife later marched in the Selma--

marched with Martin Luther King. She's not a strong physical
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person, but she is determined. So am I. Anyway we went there,

and we were going to tell the Prepident that one of the most
A

important things that he could do in this country was to ; E

promote harmony among all the people and that the idea of -uigﬁﬁﬁﬁ)

clase citizens had to go. Well, he listened, and that reminded

him of something that had happened a week or so befors. Tt

seems that some head of state from Africa had been in Washington

and was staying at one of the better hotels, and the secret

service was lonking after him, and he wae heing afforded every

amenity the State Department could offer. PBot he got up esrly

ona morning, and, with 8 eouple of his Ffriends, his staff, he

went down the street and went into a cafeterin to have hreszkfast,

and he was thrown out. Well, apparently the secret service man

raported this to the White House, and Eisenhower apparently was

not that well shislded or wanted to know everything. And that

really distressed him. He was describing this, a2 bhig vein in

his neck stood out, kind of red in the face and was leaning

forward; and he said, "I just couldn't believe that would happen.

1'd heard these things but I couldn't believe it." Thies reminds

me, incidentally, a little of Lincoln. They were very sensitive

and touched, but they could ignore a lot of things.
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I maid, "What 4id you do?*
He msaid; "I got in touch with that cafeteria. I told them
that if that ever happened again, they'd be doing no more

business in Washington, D.C. a= long as I was President."
BURG: With no word about how he proposed to carry that out?
MOORE: No. HNo, I have no idea.

BURG: Unless he stood in front of the door and physieally —
PO i
barred people from entering, I don't know what he could. | ‘A

MOORE: Put anyway, he said, "We haven't had any trouble. I'va
tested them a8 couple of times since then, and we haven't had any
trouble there. I'm trying to get the word around."” He was
very good about that., He was a good human being.

But in Chicago I only met him briefly because that was the
glant woment when everybody wanted to spend time with him, and
I alwaye try to be wore thoughtful in those situations and not
force my way and to further complicate mattera. I didn't spend

any time at all, threa minutes wayhe,

BURGE: What was the situation here in the state among the Taft
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people after the maneuvering that you did. Although you say

they would have voted for you for chairmen of the delegation--

MOORE: In opposition to Langlie only. They really hated me.
You see they'd choose me a bad second, but they'd choose me

in preference to Langlie as chairman.

BURG: T see. Did it hamper your work then in the campaign once

the nomination had been secured by your man?

MOORE: I think Y was probably ninety-five percent effective.
One thing I had done in order to kind of prepare the way-—I was
fearful that the business community might be s0 upset that

money would not ba forthecoming, not only for Eisenhowar bacause
T knew that national wmoney would take care of that, but it

might carry over to local candidates if they became disenchanted.
So I invited the president of Harvard to come out and apeak,

and that was [Jamzs BE.] Conant. I invited him to come out and

speak to only the business men. I had about fifty, the fifey

biggest in Seattle at a breakfast at the Rainier Club, that

would be May of '52, to let him tell them why. He'd answer \_"-th E

any gquestions they had about why he was for Eisenhower and why
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the country*s hent intereat would be served by having Eisenhowar
instead of Teft. They were all there; they wanted to stay till
noon. Thera ware many good guestions, very little rancor,

and it broke the back of the Taft people. Thay locked poor in
their guestioning;:; they looked small; they looksd vindictive,
and I had two or thrae very skillfcl people thers asking the
right queetions. It went off very well, and ever after that

Eisenhowar waz an accapted meodium of exchange.

BURG: I'll ask you a guestion; I fear I know the answer already.
Was somebody there with on2 of these? Was there any record
kept so here wag an instance in state politics of reaching

perhaps a turning point in that campaign?

MOORE: Lost.

BURG: And we have no record of it, HNHo resl reporting of it
in the papers I would guess, nothing thorough enough to do

the job?

MOORE: HNo. They might have had a half a column, Eut that was
B vary important thing at that moment. Tt made a2 lot of

Ai Efaranca.
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BURG: Did you make any attempt, Mr. Moore, to mend fences or
protact vour ecandidate in the state at large? I think we both
know that the sastern mection of tha state tends to be mors

consarvative and probably tended te he Taft country.

MODRE: Ya=,

EURG: Do vou recolleact any efforts of tha party, of course
you would not bacause of King County, but any efforts of the
party te mend fences and secure Taft support for Bisenhower

over thare?

MOORE: Wall, Mort Frayn, and he had two people with him, a

fellow by the name of F, M. "Pete" Higgine, and BEill Culliton.

PURG: 'That last name, Culliton?

MOORZ: Culliton, C=u=l=l=-i-t-o-n. Frayn, Higgins, and
culliton toured the state. They're all people of some substance
and known conservatism, and Frayn had been for Taft. I suspect
that Culliton and Higgins had been too, but they were able to
speak with these people, and they carried it off very well and

got them guieted down. Things went very well, but not by
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anything that I 4id, That's the sort of thing T do poorly.

BURG: That was done by others?

N——— @

BURG: You did the kest you could to do for your own county,

MOORE: Yes. I didn't do much to cure the recalecitrant Taft
disharde; I just concentrated on the general public, and let
him win them. Here we 4id 2 job to try and make it appear
that Eisenhower was & real man, not a patriot, but B real man;
and that Stavenson was kind of ethereal and a dreamer, and we

depraciated him.
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