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This interview is being conducted with Mr. E. Frederic Morrow
in New York City on February 23, 1977. The interviewer is
Dr. Thomas Soapes of the Eisenhower Library:; present for the
interview are Mr. Morrow and Dr. Soapes.

DR. SOAPES: First of all, in that period when you'd resigned
from CBS, until you actually had your appointment take effect

in the White House, you were at the Department of Commerce.

Could you describe for us what your duties were there?

MR. MORROW: Well, I was what was referred to as the adviser
on business affairs to the Secretary of Commerce, and one

of the responsibilities in that job was to survey and
investigate all the legislation proposed by the administration
to see what effect it might have on the Department of Commerce.
And then advise the Secretary and suggest to him what I felt
his actione should be; whether he should support such legis-
lation, or reguire more informatiom, or just completely veto
it. There were a great many areas—of course, I had a sort of
an across—the-board responsibility in the Department of Commerce.
Here again, it was the first time that any black had had an
executive position in the Department of Commerce, and I guess
both the administration and I were very anxious to make sure

that it was a success, 8o the Secretary was always interested
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in giving me great exposure in a great many areas of the
Department of Commerce, and we got along very well and

apparently the cperation was a success.

SOAPES: Do vou remember any specific epispdes that were

particularly noteworthy?

MORRCW: Well, I think one of the things--my getting to the
Department of Commerce, of course, is guite a story. I
travelled every step of the way with the, then, candidate,
General Bisenhower, in 1952. Went all over this ceuntry with
him and at the end of the campaign, he told Sherman Adams to
tell me that he wanted me to accompany him to Washington.

And, consequently, I resigned from CBS, and they had a farwell
party feor me, and then all of a2 sudden, nothing happened, Weeks
and months went by with no word freom the administration. This
was a very difficult period for me, because I had an invalid
mother who reguired around-the-clock nursing, and my source

of income had stopped and I was living off personal resources.
So it was a very disturbing situation. I had no communication,

whatsoever, with the White House, not in nor out. And Finally—
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after about six months of not hearing--I finally reached
Bernard Shanley, the President's firsat Appointment Secretary
at that time, who said to me he'd try to find out what the
hitch might be, and he called me back one day to say, well,

"I just can't get any answer, but apparently there just

isn't any spot here for you.” Well this was s diffieult

thing to explain, since the FBI had been all over the community
and the county and the state investigating me, and pecple
thought, well, Fred Morrow is in a lot of trouble, and it

was perscnally embarrassing, Many vears later, I found out
what happened. Some of the President's closest advisers

were just sort of awe-stricken that he should take such liberty
28 to invite a black, on his personal staff. And one of

his friends, one of his very close friends in the White House,
who happened to be a sputhern gentlemen, suggested that

the day I arrived, he would certainly walk out with all

the secretaries and female clerks. You can look at this

two ways; it could be very flattering to think that you could
impose such a threat; on the other hand, it's also very
insulting., But it took many years for me to find out what

happened. So, they arranged for me to go to the Department of
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Commerce as an interim thing, hoping that the time might
eventually develop when I could get to the White House., 3o
that's what happened. 1 spent, let me see, I guess T was in
the Department of Commerce for about a year when in July, 19855,
the President called me to the White Hoysge to be executiwve
agsistant te him. Sc¢ that's the story; I don't know whether
that's been told before. T may have mentioned it, just briefly,
in my book, but it's one of those things that happened that,

unless you're an insider, vou wouldn't know.

SO0APES: Did you find out who the exact reople were who were

the most vocal opposing yeur coming to the White House?

MCRROW: Well, I think, I ecan say this very honestly; I

think one of the most vocal was one of the Fresident's long-
time military friends--(his brother was the Governcr of Alabama
at the time)--General [Wilton B.] Persons. Later, after
Sherman Adams left, Genersl Persons and I became, not close
friends, but we came to be friends Because we had to work
together., 2And I found him a very estimable gentleman. But T

guess not hawving had that kind of close contact in hig lifetime
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with Negrces and particularly, I suppose, on that level, it
just was difficult for him to conceive of me being able to
fill a niche in the White House. 5g I'm sure that through
the years, he was not happy about that situation, but T

think he was probably the main person, along with a let of
others, wha naturally fell into line, because General Persons

wag very powerful man on the White House staff,

SORPES: Cnce you got to the Lepartment of Commerce, did

you run into this same reaction?

MOBROW: Ran into the same thing. This was alsc the first
time in the Department of Commerce, I might, just as an
interlude, say that for forty years of my life, I have heen a
human guinea pig. The kind of peérson, the kind of Negro, who
was always used to see if the time was right, or ripe, to try
a noble experiment in greater depth; and se, in all the jobs I
think I've held, with the exception of one, since I got out of
college in 1930, have been the kind of jobs where you are the

piconeer and picneers always have sort of a rugged time, because



Mr. E. Frederic Morrow, 2-23-77 Page &

there are no blueprints: no one's bheen that way before, sSo
it's one of those things that you have to go alpone with, The
Department of Commerce was the same kind of situatien., The De-
partment of Commerce is one of the nigh-ranking departments in
the government, where some of the great tycoons of business are
always visiting, or they're interested in what it's doing;--and
45 a representative of the department——I was an assistant te
the Secretary of Commerce--you are thrown into the breech with
these men, either representing department poliey or representing
the Secretary at a given time. and there again, it wa=s a3
matter of trying to convince people that this really was my
responsibility, that T'ad really been sent by the Department

of Commeree. Both in the White House and the Department of
Commerce they would make reservations for me in some hotel
someplace to attend a meeting, and it was sometimes a real
chore trying te get the reservation through; and after getting
there the chairman of a meeting, or whatever it was, making
sure that this was the man who had been sent to do the job.

S0 it gets to be a game after awhile and if you have a sense

of humor you can have a lot of fun. But in the beginning, it's

kind of trying.
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SOAPES: I know that you were consulted freguently in the White
House on some political matters and at the RNC in terms of
regponse of the black community to the administration and the
Republican party. Did you think that the Republican National
Committee or the White House political operatives made a

sufficient effort to recruit black support?

MORROW: No, they did not. The effort all along was lukewarm.
I suppose in the archives, maybe in the [Eisenhewer] Library,
there are indications from wemoranda, frantic memoranda, that I
zent through the years, trying to make the party understand
and see that maybe blacks could not win an election for them,
but they certainly could lose an election for them. And that
has happened so many times, where blacks have heen the difference
between winning and being defeated. I think it happened to
Mr. Ford just recently, and it certainly happened to Mr. Nixon
in 1960, which was the most trying period that I had in the
White House-—-when the President loaned me to Vice President
Nixon to accompany him on his trips about the country, to

make sure that he would not make any faux pas in that direction.
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And the dramatic situation of the jailing of Martin Luther
King. T was with Mr. Nixen on his campaign train somewhere in
the middle West, and I tried to recommend, ocver the protests of
the rest of his staff, that he send a letter--or send a telegram--~
to Mrs. King, lamenting the fact and offering to use his good-
affices to see what he could do to amelicrate the situatian

with the mayor or the governor. The staff figuratively threw
daggers at me, telling me this was a stupid move, and "wau're
always thinking up things toc get us into difficulty, so forget
it." Sc I got off the campaign train at the next stop and

went back to Washington, told the President that Mr. Nixan
certainly didn't need me because evervbody aboard was an

expert in the area that he wanted me to oversee. We lost the
election largely for that reason, because the Negroes were
standing in the wings waiting to see which one of the candidates
was going to make some specific pronouncements in the areas

of civil rights, and so en., Mr. Kennedy did an excellent

job and did the very thing that I suggested that Mr. Nixon

do, by sending telegrams, and not only that, but sending

his brother Robert to reassure and comfort Mrs. King, So
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these are interesting footnotes, T guess, to this pericd
which I think was an historic woment in thie country. I
want it understood, that I did not go te the wWhite House to
be the President's adwviser on Negro affairs; that was anathema
to me, and I teld him one day that T just could not sit st
his elbow to suggest to him how he ought to treat me. That
just obeying the Ten Commandments, or treating blacks the
way he would treat anybody else, was adeguate. He didn't
need an adviser. It wasg inevitable, of course, during the
civil rights struggle, and certainly during the Little Rock
situation, that I be thrown into them all because the thing
affected me very deeply, and then I just couldn't egcape it.
Maxwell Rabb had left at that time and I guess I was the
only one there with the contacts in the black commnun ity

that were essential to try to keep down a great deal of
strife that might have ccourred. Soc I was up to my neck

in this preoblem during that particular period. However

the administration was very careful to give me an across-
the-board assignment, to make sure that there was never

any suspicion that I was merely there as some kind of windew
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dressing to advise the President on what to do about black

affaira,

SOAFES: What you are saying is that, in terms of an appeal

to the black community, that your feeling was the hest thing
that the administration or the Republican party could have
done in the 19508 was, to use your words, to use or follow the

Ten Commandments, rather than making any specifie overt appeal?

MORROW: Correct, EBecause overt appeals, of course, a@lways--
there's always a great deal of suspicion to them that, "this ie
an ad hoc thing," and, "What do they think we are now?" put
it's a matter of ereating a climate where peaple feel that the
administration, in every facet of its respongibility, is going
to make an effort teo include, or te think about them, to remember.
And the Republican party has been very remiss in this kind of
thing. I think for almost a hundred years it had always felt
that blacks, owed a great, or--what am I trying to say--owed a
great sense of duty to the party because Lincoln was the
President when they were emancipated. I think this thing, of

course, was overworked through the years, because there was a
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lot more to it. I think the black people worked for and

they wen their freedom, and they should never have been in

the situation they're in anvhow, 8o it got to be a little
heavy to keep reminding them, "Don't forget that we are

the party that..i..blah-hlah-blah," and it didn't work.

It got to the placg where blacks were just as concerned about
taxes and about educaticn and about all the things that citizens
are concerned about. And the party failed to see that. They
tried to make specific overtures to them and talk in a manner
that was sort of talking down te them rather than including
them. And this is still true today. I see where the BTty is
making an effort to develop a new spirit of inclusion, because
they realize that, you can no longer talk dewn te people

and you can no longer refer to blacks as "vou people,” aor

"you folk," which is a kind of thing that so many speakers in
Regro communities use. I remember a particular situatican--

to give you an example of what I mean--I remember a particular
situation when President Eisenhower finally consented to address
the Negro Associated Press, holding their Fiftieth Anniversary

meeting in Washington. I struggled for many weeks to get him
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to consent to go, and alec at that time, I was one of his
speechwriters and suggested an autline that he might follow in
talking to them. It was a great cccasion, a tremendous Crowd,
and the Negro representatives from the press from all cver the
country, and Jim Hagerty went with us. Jim and I went with the
President to the meeting and there was thunderous applause when
he entered, and he was using the notes and he was making--it
was really a dramatic appeal. And he took his glasses off and
he started to ad 1ib. And he made the fatal mistake that,

I'd been trying to tell him about for many, many months: and

he said, "Now, you people have to be patient.” and when he
said that, the roof fell in. It was this exclusion, it was
this referring to them as a particular group. This always
suggests that you are a problem, you are apart from the body
pelitic. And it was a very difficult thing. When he left,

the applause was muffled and there was a great deal of murmuring,
and I remember, I received sacks of adverse mail because the
President had made that one slip in his presentation, which
otherwise might have been pretty good. So this is the kind of

thing I mean. The feeling that the party has not guite come to
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gripe with "ineluding in," I guess, not only blacks, but mayhe
other ethnic groups that would like to feel that they're in

the body politic,

SOGAPES: Did you feel that anybody in the administration ar
at the RNC was beginning to get the message that you were trying

to get across?

MORROW: Well, I just don't know. A&After g national spesking
tour for the party, I guess it was--when Nixon ran in 1960,

I was the main speaker at the luncheon session of National
Women's Club in Washington, D. C. The Republican women were
meeting there at the same time the National Committee was having
an executive meeting, Well, there was quite a turnout, and I
tried to suggest to them at that time that they open their

ranks to Negro women and make a particular effort to make the
party see the problems, and so on. And they were incensed that

I should presume to stand up and tell them how to run their club,
There again, a great effort was made to have the President relieve
me of my duties, which he just would not do. But he got sacks

of mail and that kind of thing. I think, maybe in the archives
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out at the Eieenhower Library that speech is there, hecause
now it is listed as, really, one of the things that might have
turned a lot of things around if the party had listened in
1960, because it forecast what was going to happen in the
election. That they just were going to lose it, and the
reasons for it. So, I don't know., T never had--no, I never
really got the feeling that the message got through, because
through the wvears there had always been a--you appease blacks,
you tolerate them, you hand them 3 few crumbs and they're
supposed to be happy. And, of course, this was 3 periof=-—-
this was the beginning of the period I call, the "New Negro, *
who was responding, or his children were responding, from the
fact that their father had served in World War IT and had come
back with a new resclwve that things zre going to change for
my youngsters. And the whole peried, for example, of the 'G0s
that followed was this response of the children of the men who
fought in World Wsr II--in a segregated army--that gave them
the resolve they were going te come back and try to change
things. Now that's another thing that T don't know whether

anybody else in this country has ever heard the President say--
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and maybe this is what Steve Benedict was referring to when
he said there was something that, maybe, I certainly ocught to
have en record somewhere in the Library. I was saving it for
my autobiography but I e¢an, I will put it on the record here
today, because I think it may be interesting to some scholars,
sometime, to understand the President's thinking. One of the
gréat crosses 1 had to bear as the black piloneer in the White
House was trying to answer for blacks=-and, particularly, for
black servicemen--why General Eisenhower vetoed an integrated
army when he came back from Europe to testify. I think it

was 1%--, was it 19457 A bill had bheen introduced in the
Congress to integrate the armed forces. The feeling being
that here we are, strung around the world, fighting for
something--for somebody else--that a great many of our own
citizens do not share, and the bill had been introduced and
the General had been called back ta testify. and he testified
that no, absolutely no, the time had not come when we should
or could integrate the forces with any marked success. And
this was a tremendous blow because we wtill had blacks overseas

in segregated units, and--their morale just went to the bottom
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of the barrel. There just wasn't any, S0, during the
campaign in 1952, he hag Epent the day at West Foint--and we
Were coming back in his special car on a train. Coming down
along the Hudson, he was Very relaxed, and he set agide anp
hour or two for me te talk to him, because he wanted to get

my point of view on things and we hadn't hag Very much time te
talk during the campaign. He wanted to feel me out and 1
wanted to feel him out, =g this time had been set aside fgor

me to talk to him alone. He'sg sitting there stretched out,
watching the view along the Hudson, and reminiscing about

his days at west Point; how much it meant to him: suggesting tgo
me that if he had not gone to West Point, he didn't knew what
might have happened to his life. Maybe he'd gtill have been a
farmer. That he owed everything to his country and he would be
eternally grateful far that OFFortunity. I said to him,
‘General, vou expect me Lo 4o out and stand on platforms all
over this country and make Epeeches in vour behalf, but 1

have to be armed with infermation about questions that are going
to be asked me that only you can answer. One aof them isg- why,

in your testimony in 1945, §ig You testify against integrating
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the armed forces?" Well he got very red. He hesitated for a
minute. He looked at me and he said, "Son, your father's a
minister, isn't he?"™ I said, "Yes, sir."

I said, "That's right." He said, "Did your
father ever teach you anything about forgiveness?" I said,
"Yes, he did." He said, "Well, that's where T am now." He
continued, "When I was called back to the United States te
testify on that problem, I sent for all my field commanders to
let me have their viewpeoints." 2aAnd he said, "Their wiewpoints
were negative." He gaid, "1 never, never guesticoned them. I
jost thought that here, a man commanding these men, ang they
had a responsibility, they ought to know,” he said, "so the
bulk of my testimony came from the reports from tlme field
commanders." He said, "I want to confess to vou that it has
only been in the last few months that it dawned upan me that most
of these men had a southern exposure and this, in itself, would
calor their decision.” &and he said, "The thing that T will never
forget, as long as I live, is the sacrifice that black scldiers made
at the Battle of the Bulge when T had to call for every able-Lodied

man, no matter what his situation or position in the army, to
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help to stem the tide." PAnd he said, "The inferior training
those men receiwved," he said, "some of them would die with a
rifle in their hands they'd never Ifired before. They came off
the trucks and out of the kitchens and out of the labor battalions
and," he said, "they fought ncbly for their country. And I will
never forget." And that was the end of the conversation. Now.
the only pecple that I've ever told this story to have been the
members of my family, in a family situation where we're talking
about our experiences. And this had a great effect on me, you
know, becauseée I don't think he ever told anybody else, I didn't
blak it out. It just gave me the inner strength that I needed

to stay on platforms and speak for this man. &And he was that
kind of @ man. I had a relationship with this man that was,

it was just a beautiful thing. The problem was that most of

his close friends were from the deep Scuth. And I could =it in
the gifice btoday and we could talk aboub Little BRock, snd a

lot of the problems that afflicted the Negroes in this country,
and this man's reaction was just o wonderful thing to see, because
he was fair and decent and honest. But perhaps that night he

might have &8 bridge game with his cronies from the South, and
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the next day his attitude was just altogether--it was just
altogether différent. Because, 1 guess, EVEry mah wWants to be
well thought of by his cronies snd his close friends, and most
of them were from the South. So he had this kind of cross to
bear, I guess, trying to he fair, trying to be himself, and
yet, at times, trying to respond te the Eressures that came
from his social friemds. I'm trying to think of the man--big
stocky fellow that was one of his real close friends; sort of

a court jester who--I think he's the one that handled all hisg
financial affairs while he was in the White House. T just
cannot Lhink of his--George what?--George Allen! T think I

was anathema--when George Bllen would see me around the White
House, he'd just almost have 3 nervous breakdown. So this is
the kind of thing I'm talking about. This was what he had to
go through, but maybe that thing about the army—-someday, some
historian geoing through the files will find that and that letter
will explain, perhaps, a lot of things that are still = mystery
to a lot of blacks. Because that's one of the first guestions
any old veteran always asks me. "How in the world could you

work for a man, could you fight for a2 man, could you be with a
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man who"=-I was in the army, a field grade officer in the army;

I caught hell in World War II in the army and I know what they're
saying. But I have accepted these attitudes that--. The other
thing is that he told me, in his contacts, that one of the first
assignments that he had, as a second lieutenant out of West Point,
was to be the instructor for the Illinois National Guard, and he
was assigned to the black cutfit there. The black outfit that
had notoriously infamous white nfficers whe were rejects from
other outfits. This is a story also in World War II, in ocur
divisions, where we had officers who were not good encugh for

thé white divisions, but were sent to us. And he =aid that

he was a spit and pelish man right ocut of West Point--he

said he'd take this outfit of his, to these rifle szhoots

at Camp Perry and other places, He said, "They just eouldn't

do anything." He said, "They just were pathetic," He

said, "A young whippersnapper, I Just tock it for grantegd

that black pecple were stupid. These men, they can't fire a
rifle: there's nothing yvou ean do about it." He said, "It

never dawned on me they hadn't heen trained." He =aid, "Also

they had inferior equipment, and the motivation wasn't there
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because they'd been kicked around and hounded," and he said,

"I didn't realize this until later." 8o there are g lot of things
that can shape a person, and that was one of the things that

we had, talked about for years. He just was not in favor of
civil rights legislation, because, he said, "You cannot legislate
the kind of thing that you want, Men have te feel it in their
hearts first before they'll do anything about it, so my signing

2 bill doesn't mean anything." But my argument was, “Mr,
President, you see, now let's not forget the story you told me
about these men that you trained who were not motivated, or

who had been kicked around all their lives, and so they qust
didn't have the right spirit." 1 said;, "If vou make it a law

to make it possible for Negroes to go in public places, public
place of accommodation, to have egual job opportunities, it will
give the whites an opportunity, working next to them, to discover
for themselves whether all of them are scoundrels, or whether
some of them are decent, and they will form their own opinion,
rather than form it through hearsay or through tradition, ar
whatnot." wWell, these are the Xind of things that we used to

talk about and the kind of touch and g0 apguments we had.
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SOAPES: Would it be fair to say that Eisenhower's attitude

towards civil rights issues was then not a tough-minded—-

MORROW: No. No, it was not, It was not--let me tell you this.
This was a--and, of course, I can't forget also that the President
was born in Texas and raised in Hansas. I mean, he had a
legitimate little touch, southern touch, himself. aAnd I think,
and I sBay this kindly, I think too the people around him, T

think that Eisenhower would have ordered someone shob at aunrise
who deliberately did something to hurt Fred Morrow. His personal
man--what's the fellow's name?--who served him in the war. I-

can just—-—
SOAPES: John Moaney?

MORROW: John Moaney. I think John Moaney was as close to that
man &s his brother. I think if anybedy had tried to harm John
Mcaney, they would have died like a dog. It wae this attitude
toward pecple he knew. He knew he could trust me: this iz ane
of the things that our relationship was built on. He knew if

he wanted the unvarnished truth, he'd ask Fred Morrow. Fred
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will tell me. But as far as the rest of pecple cutside, 1
don't think he could have given a tinker's dam. 7T& just
didn't touch him; it didn't dawn on him. asg T said, he wanted
to be decent, and he was a decent man, but he just could not
bring himself to come to grips with +he thing. And there was
fo reason for it other than, Perhaps, Fred Morrow in the White
House, a couple of other people; becauvse, g T point out again,
all of his social friends and all of his golfing companions
were Southerners and whenever the subject would eome up, you
know darn good and well what the philosophy would be, 8o 1
think that's a fair question and I think that's an honest

dANswer,

[Interruption)

MORROW: Just a footrnote here, 1Is that okay?

SOAPES: Sure. Fine,

MORROW: Just a footnote here, 1 think, if the President hag
been more of a peliticsl animal, for example; if he'd been able

to go that whole mile on this matter of race relations, a great
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many of the problems that we fell heir to in 1960 would not

have happened. I'm talking about the riots in this country,

I think the Republiean party, if he could have come ta gripg
with that, this--for example, I don't think John Kennedy would
have been elected, This is all, this isg noet necessarily
hindsight: T think vou've geen in my papers the kind of thing
where this was spelled out in some &f the memorandum that T
sent. Because the blacks in this country were set to love
Eisenhower like they were set--1 mean, he was a great hero, and
despite what happened, asg I said, this thing abagt integration
it was pretty hard for @nyone not te like this man. But when

he failed to come to grips with these, with the hopes and the
agpirations, as T gaid, of the men who had fought under him or
with him, this was the beginning of the souring in the communities
and this was, as I gaid hefore, we got the reriod of the 'Gos,
when these expressions were physical rather thap just oral., Now,
he was just that kind of a Person. Because Kennedy also was g
disappointment; he didn't live long enough for it tg become a
disaster, but he also was not completely honest when he said,

for example, that with = stroke of a pen he could change conditions
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in heusing, and so on, and S0 on, because anybody who served

in Washington knew that he couldn't da that. And he gdidn't do
it. And this is one of the expressions of the President, at

the time John Kennedy was elected, was nominated, that, Jﬂy golly,
I hate to turn this chair cver €o that young whippersnapper, ®
What he meant, Fennedy was standing on a stump making all these
wild and idle promises in September that he knew in Nevember

he couldn't do anything about, or ip January. Becayse trying

Lo turn the old ship of state around, you know, is like trying

to turn the Leviathan around in a small channel; it can't he

done like that, It takes g lot of effort and a lot of time

and maybe a laot of Years. So there again, Hegroes were fooled
into believing that Kennedy was going to be 3 saviour, which

he could not be, They're wiser now: they don't expect this

any more. So-=hut they are learning how Lo use, utilize the

lawas of this country to try to effect changes, So, Mr. Carter,
for example, is going to he in a lot of difficulty if he cannot
bring about some of the things he propased. ang a8 a veteran

of the Washington scene, T know there is no way--ang particularly

this first term--that he can do some of these things, so this
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could be a disillusicning periocd for a lot of people after @
while, but we'll just have to wait and see. But the President
[Eisenhower]) was not a political animal. As @ matter of fact,

I think he probably hated politics. He was at his beat, I think
he was at his hest, when he was reasoning with people, having
good conversation with foreign visitors, because his personality
came through, and I guess that's what he liked. He was a great
success in the army because he could always come up with a
consénsus. He could always get men in a room and get them--but

I think when it came to the hard, maybe~-~-the power broker business
was anathemz to him, and that's why other pecple did it, That's
why - he needed a Sherman Adams. The President wasn't going to
touch--he didn't want te be bothered with these two-hit politicans
and these pecple coming in taking up his time trying to get some
misfit into @ job. And this is the kind of thing I lewved about
him. He wanted guality, he didn't want any-—1if you couldn't

tell him in two or three minutes what it was all about, if you
couldn't write something an a page sg he could grasp it right
away, why forget it. Den't come te him POsSing as an expert and

have him give you 2 problem and then ask him, "How do you think
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I ought to go about it?" I tell vyou [Laughter]--you could hear
noise from here to Kansas City, becaunse he was that no-ngnsenga
kind of @ person, and I liked that. So that's I think that's

one of the keys to this man's success in public life.

SOAPES: One of your duties, as you said, at the White House
was as speechwriter. Could vou give us a little of the

mechanics of the speechwriter in the White House?

MORROW: Well, let me tell you, I was a speechwriter at a
funny time, and the main speechwriter at that time wag Arthur
Larson, a very personal individual who kept his thoughts, and
everything else, to himself. Arthur Larscn, after having me
-assigned to him as a speechwriter—--hecause he read several of
the speeches I had delivered representing the President around
the country and a couple of places abroad, and he liked the
tone and the rhythm, and the so on, and so on, and he just felt
this would be very helpful. But Arthur Larscn also liked to
do everything himself and it was a real difficult problem
trying to work with him, because you just didn't know what tgo

do or how he was going te put the thing together. However,
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we—~for example, the State of the Union speech, which is one

of the important speeches of the Pregident. It takes months to
do. All the department heads, all the cabinet members, contribute
material on their areas of responsibility and the features that
they think are important that cught to be mentioned in the State
of the Union speech. And then ocut of all this gobbledy-gock you
have to whittle Lhis thing down into § few sentences that the
President can insert in his speech and yet mention, in some
degree and with some force, the elements that the wvarious
departments are interested in. v¥ou have Lo know the President's
style. One of the things that happened during his garly
campalgns, for example, was his speechwriters were, whoever

they were--I think Gabe Hauge was one of them, but there were
several of them--they were using what we would call twenty-

iive dollar words that just didn't fit into the President's
vocabulary, and very often he stumbled over them and spoiled

the whole eifect of the speech. When you're speaking to farmers,
you can't talk to them like you're talking to the philosophical
society at Harvard; it doesn't go. And it doesn't make any

impression. And I think they were quick to discover that,
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graapedq-really,they hadn't studieq the man. wvay have to study
the man. You have Lo use the language that he vses apg put the
Speech in the terms that come easgy tpo him, so that he won's
make these Flyffg. S0 it gets to be g real-—tg be gz wordsmith
Ior a man like this, it takes 3 little doing. 7It's tremendous

training, and he was a kind of persen that likeg everything

leading up tg something. Just, let's just say it, So I don'e
think you'11 find, you won't find tag many scholarly Speeches

in the Eisenhower ¥ears. I think you'd fipg they're f311 of a
lot of common Fense and the kind OF stuff that z Truman-—the
same kind af thing with Truman. T can't imagine Truman having

a8 flowery Speechwriter, Now John Kennedy, ¥es. This ig =a
difference, But it tegk days and days and davs, and thepn you'd
have toc speng time sitting with the Prezident, from time tqo time,
because this had to be, really had to be, his SPeech. You hag

to get his ideas from the few minutes yay Could get with him

Now and then, ang keep notebooks on this and then try to put
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it together. BAnd no one can say that Eisenhower didn't
participate; he did. I mean his speeches just weren't some-
body just sitting down and writing his speeches, and asking,
"Whnat do you think of this?" It wasn't that. It had to be
Eisenhower. It was an interesting assignment. But T digdn't
stay--I was a speechwriter, I guess, for about a vear and then
went on to other things because it was kind of diffieult working
with Mr. Larson, who was dedicated to it and wanted to do 1k
and he wanted to be the sergeant and the commanding afficer and
everything else, and that was just the way he worked, his
perscnality, he was a scholar, no guestion about it. He'd
disappear for days at a time and no one could fing him scmetimes,
not even the switchboard operator. You ean generally find any-
bedy, anywhere, but he'd just hide somewhere till he got what

he thought he wanted to show the PBresident, and come out of a

cubbyhole someplace. But it was interesting.

SOAPESE: I think you alsc had responsibilities as the administra-
tive officer in the White House. Could You describe for us

Wwhalt==7
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MORROW: My title was administrative officer for special
projects, and special projects were these groups in the White
House that the president had to lean on and depend upon to
help him do his job. For example, we had a public works
secticn headed by one of his old classmates, a man from

West Point, General--—
SOAPES: Clay?

MORROW: No. No., what was the man's name? Well, I'll try to
think of it Major General John Stewart Bragdon. He had--Nelsan
Rockefeller was there in charge of Latin American problems and
affairs; Harold Stassen was there in charge of some of the

peace programs that they were trying to test ogut: Clarence
Randall was there in charge of foreign policy, which really was
the council of foreign--what they'd call economic——the thing that
Kissinger was head of for awhile. They didn't give it that

fancy name then; we called this the Council on Foreign [Economic]
Policy. Well, all these groups had internal administrative
problems; they had budgets that had to be handled; they had a lot
of things like this, so these headaches were thrown into my

lap. &And, for example, a typical White House praject that came
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up all of a sudden, that was thrown into my lap, was helping to
organize the office te take care of the refugees from the
Hungarian revolution. This was the kind of thing we had to do
over & weekend, when nobody's in Washington on a weekend during
that wonderful period, because we were not at war, You know,

I can remember getting a call cne afternoon, one Saturday after=-
noon, at four o'cleck (I was the only fool in the White House
at that time, and why I stayed) from Sherman Adams, saying the
President had directed him to casll me to tell me that he was
sending Tracey Vorhees, his Secretary of the Army, over to make
8 three—day survey of the situstion in Hungary. When Tracey
got back, he wanted an office with staff established to take
care of the Hungarian refugee sitwvation. "Tell Fred Morrow to
get on the ball and do it.™ You ecan imagine, four o'eclock on

a Saturday afterncon in Washington, DC, with the departments
closed, with no one around, except the pigeons over there in

the park, and I came about as near losing my mind that weekend
as I ever hope to. But using the magic ward "the White House"-=-
and I'l1l just give you one example. I tried to get myself

together. I didn't know how many staff members were neaded. I
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didn't know what we're going tos do sbout a budget. T didn't
know what space. [Lost short phrase here] President get it
going. So it dawned on me, the first thing I needed was some
space. Well, there wasn't any Epace,. S5 T sat aver in
Lafayette Park for awhile just talking to myself, "What are
you doing; here it's ten minutes to five." 8o T walked down
K Street and I saw some new buildings there: "wWell, first I
quess we need some space,” sa I went into a building to try

to find out who was in charge--I wanted two or three floors

of space. Well, of course, the man there got so0 excited

about it; he thought I was a wino or something and he called
the police and they came. I had an awful time trying to

prove that this was legitimate, and finding cabinet members
arnd routing them out of places, and telling them the President
directed me to blah, blah, blah, and I need so many secretaries
from you and I need so many clerks, and so on, and so on. We
got painters to work over the weekend and we got carpenters in
there to put up partitions. 2nd I was just aduthorizing stuff
in hundreds of thousands of dollars and didn't know whether

I'd go to prison for it or not. But it waz done. And this
g E
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was the kind of thing you did for Eisenhower because, as I

say, if you asked, "How?," don't come in Monday, because

that's why wvou're there; to figure out how. So when Yo

say special projects, & lot of people—-the word "special,"

I never liked it because that's always been the sort of euphemism
for black, vou know. They always have something "special," but
we had to make sure that it was understocd that this had nothing
in the world te do with race or color. But these were special
projects that involved the President, from time to time, that he
had to do something about them right now. So this was my head-

ache.

SCOAPES: What 1I'd like to do is to go through some of the
personalities that you dealt with in the White House and get
your candid reaction to these people., We've already menticned

General Persons; how about Andrew Goodpaster?

MORROW: Andy Goodpaster was my friend. Andy Goodpaster is one
of the finest human beings I have ever known. He was very
definitely on my side, on my team. He was a favorite of the

President. Andy was the kind of person that when I was really
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in distress or trouble, I could call him and tell him and he
would do something about it, t's very evident to me that this
man was oh his way to the stars. He had a mind like a steel
trap. Very calm and cool and collected and you always thought
that when Andy was around that things are going to be all right.
I had the pleasure, the day he was made Brigadier General, of
runhing out to some jewelry stere and getting a couple of silver
stars for his first stars; but it was very evident that Andy

was headed for a great career. And he really held things
together as secretary of the staff of the White House. He
really kept things going and he coperated in areas that were
really high level. The President had every kind of confidence
in him because--and I understand he had been a very brilliant
soldier in World War II. 5o I can't say too much about Andy
Goodpaster. Sherman Adans was also--I got in the White Hpuse
because Sherman Adans insisted that the President had te hold

to his promise of bringing me there, or else the whole administra-
tion would have no--well it just wouldn't, it would just be cne
of those things they would have to be apologizing for through

the years, and the credibility of the administration would be
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elimipated. I think Sherman Ahdams was one of the great public
servants, certainly, of my time. He gave a hundred pergent
every day to his country and insisted that thosze working under
him or with him do the same thing. Only Eisenhower could tell
what Sherman Adams did in that administration. I saw Sherman
Adams take oveér the campaign train when it was nothing bat
confusion and chaos and make it into a viable, effective
administration. He took a lot of--he handled a let of hot

cnes for the President. He never wavered one minute, and the
mistake he made, if it was a mistake, I will always be sure

was an honest one and an earnest one--I mean, honest one--hbecause
I think what got Sherman Adams in difficulty was his New England
frugality. If anybody needed an overcoat, he certainly needed
one, because the kind of clothes Adams wore were e¢lothes--he
wore them because the threads were still holding together, and
he wasz just a New Englander, and this was what he was taught,

I remember his wife telling my wife, Catherine--some of the
staff, the Morrows among them, were invited to the reception

at the White House when the Queen of England came here for her

first visit. It was, I guess, the greatest la-di-dah affair
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of the administration and, as Yyou know, everything was white

tie and tails and sc on. And I remember Mrs. Adams saying

to Ccatherine, "If Sherman Adams thinks he's going to wear that
auit he wore in 1217 when he sang in the Glee Club at Dartmouth,
he is mistaken! He's going to get a new suit or else we're

not going:" The point I'm trying to make is that the suit, he
felt, was good; it might have been a little short but, whatever,
it was still a good suit. So he had a coat. Ws went--the

adams were very close Lo us, they were really decent, wonderful
people--and the rug they had on their fleor before the fireplace
in their home was something that you probably wouldn't even use
in the cellar. So he needed a rug. When he came to New York
and he stayed—-they loved music, they'd come up to the gpera-—-—
and so, if he stayed in the siite of his friend at the Waldorf
it was bhecause it meant a saving. 5o 1 realize that any time
you called an office in the government and you would say, "Thisg
is the White House," everybody would snap to attention and things
would happen. So his friend. Goldfine, who was in some difficulty--
and adams called to find outb the posture of the case; I'm sure

that things started to happen. And this just wasn't done. How
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this man was much too shrewd to have willfully--I'm sure this

was just one of those things you would do for a friend, because
that's why Congressmen, for example, are in Washington, so they
can serve their constituents. T do not believe, I will not
pelieve until my last day on this earth, that Sherman Adams
willfully did something that he knew to be wrong. I just think
he didn't think about it; he was dealing with a friend, and the
white House was never the same after that man left, The guality
of the work, the spirit, it just wasn't there. Because that
human dynamo just kept things going and he was on top of every-
thing. Seo I hope, someday, sSome historian, or someone, will
write the true story of what that man meant to the administration.
and the tragedy was that Sherman adams was hanged by his own
party. Men, I Suppose, that Adams, in trying to serve the
president honestly, refused a lot of favors; and they determined
te get him, because a lot of people felt that he was the millstone
around the President's neck, so far as the party was concerned,
because Adams just could not say Yyes te harebrained schemes. 1've
ceen Senators come into his office to try to recommend some

character for a job that certainly wasn't gualified, and Adams
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would invite them out of his office and tell them never to
come back again with some %ind of situation like that. But
that's the way he felt he was serving the President. I hope,
someday, the recerd will be set straight that I think Adams

was & great patriot.
SOAPES: Did you work frequently with Bill Hopkins?

MORROW: Bill was a wonderful man. I talked to Bill and I—
oh, no, I wrote pill, I guess, akout last year. Here's a

man that knew everything, where everything was—-this is a kind
of public servant that--sort of like a deed; he runs with the
1and; he's been there, unsung, for years. 1 think it was
pPresident Johnson who finally honored him. I think Bill-—-
didn't he get the public service medal, or something, before

he retired?

goaPES: I think he might have, yes.

MORROW: ©Oh, how well deserved. This was a calm, collected
character with no flair; nothing impressed him, he did his

job, he was Ethere. Presidents had come and they'd gone and
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Bill Hepkins had still been there. But Bill Hopkins was @

man who knew evervthing. Every niche and corner. He knew
precedent for everything. He knew the protocol. This is one
of the great public servants and I really like this man. Bill
never interfered with me; he didn't make any overtures, but
whenever I would test him, he stood up like a man. He wanted
to see me make it, too, because he felt that this just had to
be. So he was one of these rocks. t'm glad you mentioned his
rame because, somehow, 1'd like to get Bill in something that

I've said. He's been unsung too long.

gORPES: How about John Eisenhower? Did you have muech contact

with him when he was there?

MORROW: I had some contact with Jobn. John, of course,
epffered from the malaise that se many sons of famous meén suffer
from: he just couldn't walk in his dad's shoes, his father's
footsteps. I think John was a nice social animal, but John
never impressed mé as being, well, brilliant, for example, or
whatever degrees of that you want to use. There is another

item—=when you mentioned John Eisenhower--there is ancther item,
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after the White House, that apparently John was involved in
concerning my life that did me a great disservice that has

never been told cutside of my family or—--I don't know whether

T mentioned this to Steve Benedict or not. I may have. But
anyhow, when my wife and I left washington, we walked out of the
White House with the President the last day he was here. And I
was out on my, literally, out on my ear, because 1 was the only
member of the staff for whem the President could not find a

job. The Christmas party, the last Christmas party he had, he
ralled mé into the old room where President Roosevelt used to
have his fireside chats and he said to me, he sald, "Son, I'wve
done my damnedest to try to help you find & job." And he said,
minfortunately, industry in this country is not yet ready to
accept Negro men like you on the level that you ought to be
gsed. TI've tried everything; friends, everything else, and they
all say, '¥Yes, he's gualified, but..'". He gsajid, “I'm sorry."
e had tears in his eyes. I left the White House without a job,
Wwell, what do you do? Hot only that, but everywhere we wWent,
every city we went to ipn this country, my wife and I were ignored

and rebuffed by the bhlacks., They said, "You spent eight years



Mr. E. Frederic Morrow, 2-23-77 Page 42

in the White House with that man and you never did a darn thing
to help us get out of the situation we're in." Well that was--
oh, God--that was an awful thing, because I had really--1'd
given my all, above and bheyond the call, but no one knew it
becap=e it didn't show in what they felt were tangible things
that they could look te. So 1 remembered that I had kept tThese
rough notes every night, no matter if it was two o'cleck or three
a'elock in the morning, I had & dicta=--a machine that had been
qgiven to me—-and I would dictate little things in there, what
happened teday; thinking that someday some gradniece or nephew
or somebody in the family might want to know what Uncle Fred did.
So I thought, well, now, why don't I get these raw notes out and

gee if I can put them inte some kind of book? 5o I wrote this

hook Black Man in the White House, not to make any money, but

te let people know what Fred Meorrew tried to de while he was
there. Well, I called Doubleday and they said, "Why. of course:
oh, my golly} Anything absut Eisenhower, of course we'll take
it! My goodness'"™ I went down and the man who's presently

the—-oh, [Deuglas M.] Black, Black wheo was then--he was & good

friend of President, and "Golly, oh, yes:" They were going to-—-
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'swe're just going to make this a best seller.” 1T gave them the
manuscript., Six months went by, seven months, gight months,
nothing happened. So I kept calling; I couldn't geét any
response., swell, it's still in committee, still in commitbes."
Well, the fellow who iz now the head man ap there, what's his
name? [¥en McCormick.] Very fine man. oh, God, he was
assistant chief editor at the time. Anyhow, he had a secretary
who was a black girl--assistant secretary, that is—-whom I

knew. And she called me one day and she said, ngpred, I have

just insisted that they tell you the truth about your book." And
she said, “So tonight, Mr. Somebody , " who was 2 vice=-president,
"has consented to meet you at the Sky Top €lub in the Rockefeller
center for a cocktail to try to tell you, because nobody else
will." She said, “"He's a Very decent, honorable man and,” she
said, "he just feels so badly about it that he will take responsi-
hility of telling you exactly what happened.” So I met him, and
this is what he said, "Dear Mr. Morrow," he said, "we were going
te take the book. We Were going to publish it and we were going
to put money behind it and it would have been a good seller.”

He =aid, "But one day, John Eisenhower came in with his father’s
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1ast draft of his memolirs, and we said, 'Oh, by the way, John,
youtll he interested in knowing that we're just getting ready
tn publish Fred Morrow's book.' He said, 'Do what?' He said,

'gh, yes, Fred MorxoW wrote a book called Black Man in the White

House.' He said, 'If you publish anything that Fred Morrow
writes, my father will withdraw his memoirs.'" Bnd he said

they had hundreds of thousands of dollars in this, so what are
they going to de? and yet nobody had--. A1l right, now; the
sequel to that? 8c, of course. not only that, but I was
blacklisted among all the big publishers in this country.
Republican friends of the President, when they heard about this
thing--John took the messags hack--and they said. "We'll £ix
him; he won't get a hook out.” Well, Coward-McCann. which was
just very young in the business at that time, they took the boak .
They didn't have any Meney to put behind it, but they could only
get out about fifteen, twenty thousand copies, or whatever, and
egld oput. They couldn't da it again because they didn't have
the money. But the sequel to that, bwo years later President
Eisenhower decided to have & reunion of his cabinet and

his principal staff in Gettysburg to lock a2t the posture of
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things and what had happened and what the party needed to do to
recapture the presidency, I was invited. And we all stayed at

the hotel there in--well, it's a ecandy town--Hershey Hotel.

SOpPES: Hershey?

MORROW: Hershey. We had a big room there for the meeting

the next day. Milton had a couple of drinks with me and we
had a very pleasant evening together, but I didn't see the
president £ill he arrived that morning. And he got up on

the platform and they were talking about what was wrong with
the party, why we lost the '60 election, S0 on and sc On.

Se clare Booth Luce said, "Mr. President, why don't we talk
about Topic A? Why don't we stop fiddle-faddling and talk
about Topic AZ?" and he said, "well Clare, what's Topic A?"
ghe said, "The black problem. civil rights and the blacks."
and he got kind of red and he said, "well," he said, "Oh. well,
if you want to ga =t that, all right," he gaid, “that's vital."
He said, "Let's stop and have a coffee break; we'll come back,

we'll talk about Topic A." wWell, we had little desks, each one
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had a little desk--about fifty of us there--s¢ when he passed
my desk on the way out to get coffee, he said, "Fred, how are
youz" 1 said, "Fine sirx." He said, "Fred, when we come back,
1'm going to throw Yyou to the dogs." He said, "clare wants

to talk about Topic A." he said, “you were always ranting about
this thing. Now you're here; here's an oppartunity; so. I'm
going to throw you aut there and you do whatever you want to
do." I was just 50 ehaken up, I didn't know what the dickens to
do. I hadn't come prepared for anything like that. I didn't
go get any coffee; I was tryind to get myself together, When
we got back with the President, this :e how he introduced me.
me said, "There is & man here today whom I felt was WMy friend,
but he wrote a book. I don't know whether he's my friend now
or not, But I'm going te let him get up here and tell you
whatever he has on his mind and vou ask him anything you want.

Fred Morrow." I goet up.
[In'f_erruptimn]

T got up on the platfcrm and I said, "Mr. president, I am

certain you have not read my book, hecause if you had, you could
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not have introduced me the way you did this morning. I'm
devastated, because in my book I bent over hackwards, sir, to
1et the world Know what a great, honorable, decent man You

were and how., together, we sweated bhleood to Lry to make this
country a better place, not only for blacks bubt for everybody."
and I said, "The only reason why I wrote that boaok was because

1 caught unshirted nell for being loyal to you, and that was

the only way L could let the world know that I had tried to
gerye and sServe decently and honorably." And I sat down. And

1 tell you that the emotion in that room was something else

to see. After that, and I had some meautiful correspondence
with the President during his last days from his farm, and in
esch letter it locked 1ike he was trying to make amends. OF
eourze he hadn't read the book, Neither had John. Neither

had znybody else. They just==this was guilt! They knew darned
good and well the things that hadn't been done, and John was there,
snd John knew it and John knew my frustrations and how 1 suffered
and how I begged and petitioned. and he never asked me, because
he knew he felt that if Fred Morrow writes & book, it's going

+o be a book that's going to make tad lock bad. And that's
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what happened. B5o instead of the book--maybe it would have
heen a hest seller, maybe it wouldn't; maybe it would have
reached a million people, maybe it wouldn't. The only thing

1 know today is that this book is the only one of its kind in
exigtence that anyone going to any decent college today--who

is studying history, or & history major, or getting a doctorate
in history-—has to read the Morrow book to find out exactly
what happened in that great pericd of the civil rights strife
while we were in the White House. So now I get--1 don't Know
how many letters I get a month asking, "Please, where can I

get the book?" Well, people CaD get it in libraries but they
want their own copy. It's out of print. So these are little
things: whether they will help in any degree, I don't know,

but in the twilight of my 1ife they're very much on my mind. I
1jved this stery, I have lived this story, and these are the
kind of things you think about over and over and over again:
what might have been. So it was sort of propitious that you
called me. I'm right in the middle now of my autohiography and,
of course, using the files, this comes back to me oVex and over

and over again. And you Se& S0 much more clearly; a lot of



Mr. E. Frederic Morrow, 2-23-77 Page 49

things now, I think I understand the President much better

now than I did then. I can appreciate his pesition much

hetter than I could then. A man who's President of all the
people, and alsc the leader of the free world, has a lot of
things to think about, and he can only give so much time to so
many things. This is one of them, even though it involves
human lives, and so on, 1 can understand the impetuousness of
blacke trying to get out from under the rock, thinking that,
"gee, we've got one of ours there; all he has to do is nudge the
president's elbow and he'll do things." They don't know hoW
many hours you have te spend to get one minute to get to the
president to nudge his elbow. Because when you're on the staff,
you realize what this man's responsibilities are and you're
just not going to be stupid enough to be running in his office
every time with a problem. You have to work on a lot of people
in a lot of areas to try to get something to move. These arse
the things you learn later on. And that's why T sit back and

I think, =ort of chjectively, can almost predict what's going
ta happen in this agministration--with so many hopes up, because

that's the way we are. We always hope that this time around it's
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going to be different. and 1 doubt that it will. We already
are beginning te see that the things that you can say when
you're running--oh, bov; oh, God, that if you could just get
to somebody and say to them, “pon't say thati you're going to
be sorry, you know you can't do that. And no matter how much
you want to chase all the scoundrels out, you can't de it,
because some of those pecple know where the bocoby traps are.”
put that was one of Nixon's mistakes, wanting a brand new
everything; he didn't want anvthing that smacked of Eisenhower
at all and yet, just think. Tf he had retained some of the
people who, through experience, had learned--he had a lot of
sharp, young fellows wha were sharp in the way of books, and
+his kind of way. Or maybe in merchandise, or whatever. But
it takes @ peculiar kind of a character—-—it takes a Hopkins,
for example, who has been there through everything and knows

exactly what the score ig on these things.

sORPES: One of the names that comes to mind that Hixaon did have
on his staff for awhile, was also on the Eisenhower staff, was

Bryce Harlow.
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MORROW: Yes, Bryce, I'm sure it must have been a very difficult
thing for Bryce to serve Nixon, I'm sure [counsel,] that

Bryce knew that some of the luster was geing to wear off,

but he's a loyal—--and he's a very shrewd, wvery able kKind of a
man. Bryce and I hawve corresponded and Bryce--the last letter

I got from Bryce, just before--I mean during the Ford election--
not the electisn, but during the periecd when they were
running=-and we shared notes and I was telling him how Ford

was going to fall onm his face, particularly on this minority
thing, because the blacks were going to kill him. And I had been
to the White House to talk to some of his aides and, there again,
these youngsters sort of laughed at me=-="Bringing in the old

grey beard loon; we don't need that advice, we've got experts
that--." I can just see them now, sitting there, and I just
thought, oh, Lord. 2and so I got the memorandum cut--that I

tried to get to the President--the other day, because this goes
inte the autcbiography. And it was almost like I had bheen
forewarned from heaven, because evervthing, everything that's
there, and it really is——it just comes out of experience, it

just comes--you can see it, you know it's going to happen. But
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I'm sure Bryce--and I think Bryce--we owe him a great debt of
gratitude, I think he tried and he got out just before the thing
caved in. I guess he could see and could smell what was
happening. Also poor Bill Rogers, I guess, was another one
who--the load was just too heavy, and I'm sure this was the

kind of fellow who could also see the handwriting.

SOAFES: In vour book, you menticned many times when you had
contact with Richard Nixon. ¢Can you kind of capsulize for us

your reaction to him as vice president?

MORROW: I travelled all over the world with this man., I was
always proud to be an Aamerican. I was always proud when it
came time for Richard Nixon teo respond to a toast, or to make
an observation in a foreign country, or anything like that,
because the man wae able; he was brilliant at times, nec
guestion sbout it. He was an excellent vice preésident. I
think he got a little peeved on our trip te Africa when he
found out that, for example, [Hwame] Nkrumah spent more time
with me than he did with him, and a few things like that. As

1 remember, when we got back to the White House and we were
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reporting on the trip and the President would ask him, he'd

say, "why don't you ask Fred Morrow; he seems to know more
about--." BAnd se I told the President, when the President

asked me what was my single greatest impression of Rfrica, I
said, "For the first time in my life, I was a member of the
majority; it was a dpgned nice feeling." And, of course, he
just cracked up--which is true--but Nixon was an able man.

There was never any indication to me when he was vice president
that he would end up like this. He was cbviously a very ambitious
person. He obviously had been a very--had come from very

menial background, and you could just feel the man trying to get
away from, and trying to get above, and certainly not have his
family suffer the way he did--1 remember on the trip te Africa

in March 1857, when we took off one rainy, sShowy morning, Pat was
my roommate-—my roommate!l Good Godl strike [Leughter]--Pat was
my seatmate on the trip to Senegal., and she said to me, "Oh, you
know, I'm so excited because teoday Dick went out and kought our
first home.® Then she said [whisper] "What he used for money I
don't know, but we got a house." Well, [lost short phase] shape

of things to come. However, as I said, I--and when I left the



Mr. E. Frederic Morrow, 2-23=T77 Page 54

campaign, left Nixon's campaign traim, in Havember of 19&0
because I could not get through the importance of dealing with
Mrs. King and the nfficials of Georgia, even then, it wase his
advisors who did me in rather than Nixon. When he moved to
New York, I saw him a couple of times and, as a matter of fact,
hiz office was right across the street from mine. I wWas 3
senior officer, one of the senior officers, at the Bank of
rmerics, an international bank on Wall gtreet, and we'd see
each other occasionally, and he said he wanted me to be very
clos€ to him in his last election. I mean, when he ran the
last time. The difficulty there was, also, that I couldn't see
eye-to-eye with hi=z man he put in charge of minority affairs,
who was a lawyer in his firm. Whao was in the white House, too--

just lost his wife, just-=-

sOoRPES:  Ch, Leonard Garment?

MORROW: Leonard Garment. garment was a novitiate; I mean,
was @ novice in this thing, and the people he was trying %o
recruit to assist him, I felt, could do nothing but bring

discredit on Mr. Nixon's efforts. So, we agreed to disagree
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ang I never had any relationship with him at all., My name

came up a couple of times to he an ambassador during that
agministration, but obvigusly some of the people felt so

keenly about my disagreement with Legnard that it was gquashed,
and I'm very fortunateé that it was. But this 18 a great
tragedy. There again, I feel that if a President can recruit

a couple of tough no-men, men who can say noj it takes a lot

of courage to tell the President of the ynited States unpleasant
news. It takes a lot of courage to have him spin something he
thinks maybe will be feasible, and after you miall it over and
you can ses sSome flaws in it, and hawve to go hack and say, "Sir,
t'm afraid that--" and I must say, and I say it wery honestly,
that I believe wha tever the regpect was that President Eisenhoweal
had for me, he discovered esarly in gur relationship that if T
felt something in my heart and believed it to Le morally right,
that there was Mever any fear in expressing it. Mot using
myself as an example, bul there were many mED, several men, in
the administration 1ike that who had courlage. Jim Hagerty. for
example, @ man of great courage who could always stand hefore

the President and saY. weiy, I respectfully disagref with you."
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I think that was missing in the MNixon administration. I think
these yvoung men [were]? so anxXious to serve and to do the
President's bidding that this desire always would override
any sense of morality, or whatever they might have had. Well,

I didn't come to preach to you.

SOAPES: That's all right; we're anxious to have all of these
observations. ©One of the people that you've mentioned in your
book that you had a sense of trust in is one we don't know wvery

much about, and that's the President's personal secretary, Ann

Whitman.

MORROW: This is a--and I say this wvery honestly, as far as
I'm concerned—-=this ig Mgrrow's viewpoint. Ann Whitman was

a noble woman as far as I knew. Ann Whitman had a feeling for
the wunderprivileged and the denied, the downtrodden anc the
damned. She had a feeling for this kind of thing. And one

of the reasons for whatever success I had in the White House,
Ann Whitman was the conduit for me to the Presiﬂent, She
trusted my judgment. She felt, if Fred Morrow has something

he thinks the President ought to s=e or to know, she got it to
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him. And she was the kind that could issue little warnings
about some of the dogs that might be after me because they
didn't like my point of view, She's just a great person. I
don't know whether everybedy liked her. Don't forget she bad

a great responsibility and she also had great power, Persomal
secretary to the President of the United States iz a2 very power-
ful person because she can make it tough for you to get in to
gee him. ©Or she can drop little things along the way that make
it difficult for you when vou get in there. So I guess there
are a lot of people——maybe a lot of people don't think too kindly
of Enn because, I guess, she was sort of a guard at the door.
But yvou asked me this qguestion; 23 far as I'm concerned in my
book, I still talk to her and she still sees my wife and

certainly she's still a great and loveable friend.
SOAPES: Did vou have much dealing with Gerry Morgan?

MCORROW: Yes, I did. Gerry Morgan was one of the first persons
in the White House to do what I call, extend the right band of
fellowship to me. Now Gerry Morgan did a very significant thipg;

a very wise man. He was a very close friend of General Persons.
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And Gerry liked me, and Gerry used to have, every once in a
while, have Sunday morning breakfast, ar something, and invite
someé of his friends. 2nd he invited Catherine and invitea me,
too, to come to one of these affairs, sort of early in the
administration, when he had the Persons there. Angd it

was a wonderful beautifgl day. And I think that thig—-

that General Persons was able Lo meet me in this king of
situation where, what can ¥You do? And his friend had invited me,
it was social., we all 9ot along. Now, the thing you would have
to understand is that General Persons was a gentlemen, This

he was. He never insulted me&. When Sherman Adams hag left

and the President made him his first agsistant, General Persons
called me on the telephone and asked me if 1'd do him the
courtesy of coming te his office, he wanted to talk to me. and
he saide-and I won't use the southern dialect; I do that sometimes,
1 won't do it--he said, "Fred, I have 2 tough job to do now; I
need all the help I ecan get. I Just want to ask vou to do me

a favor. If you have any more Little Rock problems, or whatever
don't come to me with them, Go to anybody else," he said, "this

damn civil rights, black business has broken bp my family! And
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my family can't understand bow I can serve a Yankee President,
anyhow, and then when I got your situation on top of it,”" he
says, "it's a little more then I can abide! HNow you're my
friend and you just, just dom't ever come to me.” I said, "I
won't, General." But, as I said, he was a gentleman. He
respected me in my position, and after I got to the White House,
I don't know that he ever did anything untoward to keep me from
gtaying there, or whatever. Because I knew his feelings and he

knew mine and on that basis we were able to make it.

SOAPES: Now an individual we mentioned earlier was Max Rabb,
and I know he left the White House in that period and that you

did have some disagreements with him, didn't you?

MORROW: Yes, Yes, we did. I can say honestly, however, that

no matter what I think of Max Rabb--all our disagreements--that
other than myself, Max Rabb sas the only person in the White
House that took seriously the minority problems of this country.
and he really made an effort. How don't ask--I will never discuss
motive, I don't know--he really made an effort to do something

about it. And he was @ tower of strength in that area for the
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years he was there. 1 didn't always approve of the methed.
Max is a very suave, smooth, able man and he can really butter
pecple up. A lot of times the follew-through is faulty:; a lot
of timee the promises are more than can be produced and they
just sort of hang there. And after Max left, of course, there
were myriad preoblems that were not in view when he was there,
and they had to be dealt with. There's an interesting feature
about our relationship that I have never been able to clear

up. And I don't want to at this stage of life. At this stage,
I don't want to hurt, bu§ my situation of getting to the White
House had been placed in Max's hands by Sherman Adams during
the early days of the administration, because he had s0 many
things to do and he wanted Max to ride herd on Fred Morrow
getting here. And for about =2 month, every time I'd call Max
there was always one more thing that they'd have to do, one
more thing, one more thing: and then, finally, he just faded
out of the picture and I had no contact at all. ©One of the things
he seemed adamant about always: "Your salary is too high; your
salary is too high. Why don't you just voluntarily come down

4 theusand, or come down fifteen hundred?" *well, why? The
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job is pegged for X number of dollars." "¥Yes, but--." How,
whether it was because the salary was the same as his, or what,
1 will never know. But this is one of the little things that
was just very interesting to me, and Max did not follow through!
1 mean, I would never have gotten to the White House if it hadn't
been, I guness, for pressures from other people and other forces.
How don't forget=-1I think you can really appreciate the fact--
but den't forget that Max, of course, was also, I think, the
first Jew in prominence in the White House. He was secretary

to the cabinet, which was a first, and also his specialty was
minority problems. And you--if you can sort of put two and

two together—-to have another expert come inte the White House
on minority problems, I think might have been a little more

than he wanted. New, I was not going to go as that, but just
being there it would be inevitable that things would be referred
to me because after all, I l1ived the story. You read about

it apnd you can see it, But TI'm living it, so you refer things to
me, and I heave often felt that that had something to do with
whatever., Now, I won't say that he opposed it, but I just have

a feeling he was lukewarm and it just didn't--so after awhile it
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just dropped and was forgotten. We serve on a couple of boards
together today; we see each other, I'm always an old friend,
and this kind of thing, but I just don't discusg——we just don't

discuss this, and the march of time has eased the strain.

SOAPES: Unless you have something else that you would like to

put inte the record, I have one final guestion to poOSe.

MORROW: I don't think so.

SORPES: Okay. And that is, from your insider's position at
the White House, what do you think is the mast impatant thing

that historians should remember about the Eisenhower gdministratior

MORROW: Well, from my viewpoint, when I went to Washingten,

you Know, segregation was still de rigueur. That's an
interesting thing. An assistant to the President, there was

no place for me to live in Washington; there was no place downtown
that I could get a cup of coffee or a drink of water, unless I
went all the way over to the Union Station. I remember when the
White House tried to use its influence to get me into--what's

the name of the place, the one with the great contributors to his
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to eat; to be so thirsty on a July day that vou're just going

to fall in the street, but you can't go into a store and get

a soda, you just have to keep going to get te the black area.
How Eisenhower called in the merchants and the hotel owners

in Washington, told them he wasn't going te have that focolishness,
He hoped they would guietly open their places of business to
blacks, and if they didn't he'd have to do something about it.
And they did. The other thing is that Eisenhower completed
President's Truman's beginning of desegregating the armed forces.
Another thing is that for the first time since the Lincaoln
administration, the Eisenhower administration passed in 1957 the
first civil rights bill in a hundred years. HNow those things are
--1 know there are things that perhaps, in perspective and in
relation, relatively are more important but yvou asked me the
gquestion and these are the things that are meaningful to me
because they affected my life. It's sort of a paradoxical thing
that these things are particularly meaningful to blacks, and

yet neither the administration nor the Republican National
Committee ever considered these things vital or important as

far as strengthening the party, or as far as making the country
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a completely democratic entity, and yet these were things

that were done in his administration.

SOAPES: Well, thank vou wvery much.
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