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SUBIECT: Oparation *OViLOED

T0 : Comnending Gomeral, Pliat Armmy Group

Soieial

1. The cbject of Operation "OFEELOGL 1u Go sedure a lodpgoment aren on the
Cotingnt Irom 'l'l'h.i.'-':h further ol fonsive ‘1 rrationn can be devaloped. The lodga-
ment area must contsdn sulficient Iy crt Sacilities o melntadn & foroe of sooe
t"ﬂmtu" H-JT.E 4] *'i.l:"‘t:f J.t"-?"'_.-']'ﬂ‘ .:...J,.l. Dlbd s Ghwah X ooeos Lo D &Iijj’jtﬂ'ﬂ lh,\f .
follesw-up aidoments from the "J.'Ii'[":J'J SCAVSY and claswhere of edditional &iviniliss
ang :“'L:-ﬂr“..'ns units at the rete of throe to five dvisions per momih.

2 The opareticn wlll be corried oubt in two pheses:-
L

= The offeating of an cossult landing on thn NORLANDY
baachoz hatw-mu the Jdefite of JUIKEVILILE ip the WEST and CABCURG-IMEI-BaINS
in the BAST, to be {cllowsd by the csxly cagture and development of af rf*#l:

pites end the couture of the pert of CEIRACUDO. s
Zhpae Il + The enlargoaent of the avea caplured in . -hese I 30 as to

securs the whole of the CHENBNRG, LOIBE and BRIITANY grou, of ports.

& ME}

j-- The Coremanders menticned ir parngreaph 5 are Jolatily Yo répopt, aftor
examitation, the earliest possibls date after the 1at Uay, 1954, on wilch,

ie twir opinion, the opersticn can be suscossfully wndertaken.

OOBIND AND OONTROL
h- The 3upreme Allled Comurder iz to co-oriinate ani consrol the
Planing and execution of the operation as a whola.

5= The Nlied Hava) Commander, X7, ths Covender-in-Chief, 24 Army Group
and tho Air i:cuu"nhﬂnr-.'..uu|311,:[‘, ABAF, nre Lo bz jointly fesponsible to the
Supreme allied Conender for the p]mm ng of the speration gnd for its szecution
aben zo advised. '

8. The Comrender-in-Chief, 29 Army Group, i= to comsand 311 Iand forcas
angeged 1n the operotion vitll such time a5 the Supreme Allied Commander .11occales”
Al prea of respesitility te the Comanding Generah, Firct drmy Group
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£ The allooetion of en aras of responsibility to the First Aroy Growp is

to be effected by the desigmation of an appropriate boundary line, thoe genaral
Priaciple belng adopted thet WNITED STATRS Corves will Be om ihe right and
BRITISH/CANADIAR forces on the left of the line thveughsut the giersiion. The
offoctive date for the gllogcation of an arva of responsibility to Flrst Aray
Croup will be whon, in the opinicn of +ke Supreme Allied Conrannder, the muwber
of INITED STATES freops landed om the Continent warrents their control beding
axerclsed by the Firat frmy Grovp Commandsr.

8. FExospt in emergency, and ther cnly for the shorteat possible time, e
BEITIEH or MITRD STATES formtion lowsr than a corp® io not to Le placed under
comand of ancther maticnelity.

8LL.OTMIT_OF FORCES
lexn) fopoes

Jo  An eatimate of the lending ships and eraft likely to be evailable for
the operation is shown et Appendix "2°.

10s Other naval foroes which will be available will be desigrated later.
11 An ostimate of merchnnt ship ing 1ikely to be available is shown at

e, Land foross

12, An estimate of the TNITED STATES and BRITISH/OANADIAN lend forcos
which will be avellable in the UNTTED KINGDCH Tor ths operation on et Moy, 1944,
is attrohed at Appendix °C'.

13» The following UNITFD STATES forces are to be placed mmdsr the comiand
of the Commander-ineChiaf, 21 Ampy Group, until such time as the Suprems Al1ied
- Commandar allcta you a apherz of reepenaibility:-

Mrat frmy rownforosd byse

2. Such WNITED 3T.TES sdrborme 4roops as are required for the
cparation oonsistent with the 1lift avsllablio.

b. Suck ranger battalione as the Comender-in-Chief . 29 Arey Group,
may require for the speraticn. '

o~ Such First Aoy Group trocps es the Commander=in-Chief, 21 Army
Group, my reguire for the swpport and maintenance of WITYD STATES foroos.

d- An attached mgprly and ruintenance orguncsation to supper: the
UNITED STATHS foroes to comsist of a buse “mection headquarterm snd such 508 troops
and psroconel as are necessary. Thess groops will pass to your sontrol when your
hepdquartsra is set up on the “entivent

Adx forces

14+ An estimate of the air force: lilely to be available on 13t Xay, 1944,
is shosm at Appendiz 'Di.

15. An eatimate of tiw air Lift likely to by avallable on 1t bay, 1944, o
tha "-'P'ﬂ'ﬂ'lfiﬂﬂ iE sk at -IL'-I"'IFEI'";" x 'E¥ 1% is E.'l-':-:-.."-\;'. oFEssd #er ]',l;_v'r;ir:.._,c; _'|_;'|_;|:_'_.:.-'_'-,'_m!
that sufficlent trateport aircraft and crews will be provided to asaure the 147t
of one alrborne dwizlion on D day folloved by a sccord within apororinataly
Prenty=Lour bours.



TASKD 4

16. TYou will work in close co-operation with ths Commender-in-Chief
21 ammy Group, with whom diroct comswnication is authorised, during the planming,
preparetion and mounting of the oparatioa.

17. You will arrange for the {roops memilcned in paragraph 13 to be
placed undor the commend of Comserder-in-Chief', 21 Argy Group, at a time to be
entually agresd upon.

18. You will atsach to Hecdguarters, 21 Army Group, a euitable ataff and
sigmals increscat from Pirst Aoy Group, at a tiw to be mutually arranged.
This lccremsnt will rejoln Headopartars, First Army Group, when the latber is
astablished on the Continent.

19. You will kesp the Comendec-in-Chlef, 21 Arny Group, informed ip
regard to the status of TNITED STAYES forces mentioned in paragraph 13 and of
any major deficleocles in the requirement of men and material whieh cannot be
mat thrcugh normal chermels. '

20, You will be prepared to set up your Hesdquariers on the Continent when,
in the opinicn of the Supweme Allled Commender, the nawber of INITSD SPATES
troops landad on the Continent warrents it. You will from that time be
reaponsibls for operstlons on the Cootinent within a sghere allotted to you by
the Supreme Allied Comvander.

21. You will prepare plans, Lo closs collaboration with the Commander-ine-
Chief, 21 Avmy Group, and Finth Adr Force, for the acsumpiicn of command am
indisated ia paragraph 20 end for &b deployment of UNITED STATRS Arny foroes
oot alveady ocommitisd,

LATER INIJPEICTICS

22, Additimmel inetructions rogarding the cower plan, administration,
training ., adgoal cosmmmicetions and odvwil affaire will be izsued later.

- 2% You will keep the Supreme Allied Commander inforsod of the progress of
your planning. :
CANORLLATICN OF FHEVIOUS DISECTIVE

2. The proviocus directive issaed to the Commanding Genaral, First Arwy
Group (COs5AC (43) 75) is hereby cancelled. :
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Chiaf of Staf¥f to the
Supreme Comanader (Dendgnate)




PLIATRIRUTION
Copy Ho(s)
Commnding Cemerel , Firot Army Croup. 1= 3
Allied Rawel Commmander, Expoditicnary Ferce. L~ &
Cocmander-in-Thief, 21 Army Group. =9
My Comander-in-Chief, Allied Bxpeditionery Alr Fores. 10 = 42
The 3Jecretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee, Offices of
the War Cabinst. 13

The Secretary, The Adnirelty. il
The Under Seoretary of Htste, The War Office (MO 3)- 15
The Undsr Secretary of State, Tha Alr Miniatry. 16
Cooman ding Genernl, Euwcopean Theater of Operntions,

m&rﬂﬂﬂmWnumaummnfwn 17 - 22
Conmandsr=in=Chief 23

Chief of Combired Operationa. 2,
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STIMATS UF } SHLSS D CRUF? CVAILAML S FUR
U055 Ok TIL B THS ASS "ULT 1N /. CROSS—CHAMIA. OF.HATIU
st MAY | et Jumz "
ltem | Tvpa I Hunarks ||
Ko H H . o |
| fiross | Nett ' Groms | fliett | i
20 ®) | () (@ o) | !
26, | u(3) s | a7 | am | s :,
| il e _ . ool E
| _27. | Lai(l) U3 | 12 1535|0193
B 1es)y 100 85 100 85 ;
| E‘{ __t P 50 L3 50 L3 |
| | - T - - I
0 | ez T [ 6 5 |
L 2l. | La 240 | 204 2L 20 -
, o .
|_32. | 15 60 | s 0 | s 1
33. | LPO 100 a5 100G 85 :
; 1, L 20 17 20 17 :
35, | Lep A 15 15 l
36. | 1ga® 32 | 29 &z 70 |
|
| 37, | Lov £ or LCP 853 |72 | 853 726 l
-

LCA, LCY?, LCP figures are not yet [im.
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CFERATICN "OVERLOAD"

SSTIDMATS OF WEHCHANT S:11 TN

MY shippirig
i. 150 UY ahips oz be made avaiichle for ‘the operation. In additiom
a maximm of &2 UT ccasters can Le made available, from the allstment of
waster. Tfor siores sairping, during the farst fow Jdoys of the operation.
These wil. reveri thersafter to atoras carTying.

Snare: salping

2. the following 13 the myrimm etores shipping likely to Le awvailable:-
Nz Iyor Curpe Totai o ro fotal
capacity gvailsbility  shipping
at U0 cubjs tonnage
fﬂt
AG Small 200 tons 16,000 tona 32,000 tona
130 hadium ":I'E'I:I' (e ﬂlﬂ" 2 11?1“‘“ 3
b Larys A
(iledivn /7)) 300 @ g3,000 - 162,000 =
gl Larps D
. (Lar~e 4/7) 4,750 *® 57,500 *° 3,000 "
313,000 tons 626,000 tons

Hote e. The coasters used ss Ml cousters as in puragreph 1 avove must
be deducted frem these fijures.

doete b, By D wlus 42 it will be necess.ry to release the lirg e propertion
of the coastacs; Lut 100,000 shipping =c 3 moy be retained from
that diate onis:ds. The Toss of 1ift entailed will be replrced Ly
stures ahips ar neossearr,

L

DECLASSIFIED
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 ESTDMATE OF LAND FORCES AVAILAFLE

s BLITISH
Formaticos ————— - mnd Remarks
Presant in 1 Operationelly | CAMADIAN
B I evailable —
Infantry divisions 12 | 12(a) x0{a) (&) Includes two
: fron MEDITERRANEAN
érmoured divisions 5 i 5(b) | b)) {b) Includas ane
from MEDITERRANEAN
A.i:*b-*.‘r';nn divisions 2 2(less 1 ROT)!. 2(e) [ l[-:} Includes one
(e} (&) from NEDITRARANSAH
1 () (RCT) Reglmentsl
Corbat Tean
L of C @ivision: 1 f
Separale pnmuh
regimsnts 4le) t{e) (a) Feading provis-
dcmal re-arganisstion
this figzurs may be re-
duded o 3
Tark and Armoured ' 10{f) {(f} Includes:- e
brigades Ons Flail brigads,
*Tna CIL brigads,
Thras ID brigades,
Two brigades from
HEDITEARANEAN
Tank groups L ! L
somposi te i
Tank groups 1 ; A
]..u;h: i
Commorndoy -1
Hanger bettelions 2 , 2
Sumary of fﬁ.rMT icns operaticually available lst May, 1544
s I".'.IT_I_E_{
1} divieions (leas 1 Rﬂ'r}l 17 Aivisions
tank groops 1'-."3 tank prt arvoured brigedes
2 ranger battalione nm::s.n.:‘lm
2 or ) Spatmtes parachute regiments
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pOD DIR. 52009, Sept 27, 1958 A3 ENDLE 1:%
to GOSSAC (&) 10

We A Estimated Posaibla allooation
Iype of Squadron aqn muiber of of AXAF sqns to
Yo oy sgns. available |cperetion 'OVERLORD'
in UK 1st May, |1at May 1944
150y
4 (&) (t) te) | (d)
US. (Besed on US Flow Chart ' |
datsd 15 Fovesber 1943) | !
B Adr 1
{Hote 1) Day Donber Deawvy 12 161 '
Day Fighter 25 15 { -
Fhoto. Recos, , 12 L ; -
{ |
Ninth Adr Foroe A |
Bonboar Madiim | 16 '—? 32 ' 32
Bomber Light e | 12 : 12
Fightar Dey § 28 | 5k (Fote wii) 54
Fighter Might |~ 12 i 5 | >
Pightar Hecoe ! 18 L ; &
Pheto, Reoge, | 12 L ' b
(Note 11} Treop Carrisr Eab & 52 L
ERITISH .
4 = i I
Fighter Doy : 18 ' 59 ‘ hz
Pighter Bember i i8 I i8 I 16 (Wote iv) i
Fighter Reorcs. | 18 8 5 {Wota v)
Night Plghter A 2 é (Wote iv)
Bomber Light !
Pondbor Command | 20 H & i -
_b5 TAP | 18 - 12 . 42
: Photo. Rscoe. | 48 (b at 20) 8 ; 4
Wote 1)  MWight Dosber Hoavy | 20 (Wote 4i1i) 72 (Bote 111l -
i i
36 Grom (7rocp Carrier) | 20 .F s 0
British Transpert Commard : 25 ! 6 (Fote i) ol -
| i

NOTE3: (1) The proportiom of the heavy doy and night bomber effort to be
agployed for attpcks en targeis directly Telatod to the land
oparetions will b8 decided by the Comixined Chiefe of Stafd,
The. Alr Comander-in<Chief, Allied Expoditionny Adr Forea,
will advise tha Supreme Allied Camandor on the ewploy-ent of
tha ailotiad effort and will ba responsible o passing
requirenents in this conpection te the U.2. end FRITISI Hsavy
Bombor Commnnda

Fa1)



(11} Includin. Jour Tooop Carcier G o2 0 trunsierred from i,4.4.F.

(1f1)Pigures are an’equivalent 'ase. on anticipated totsl mumber of
eireraft., 3ome sguadrons may have more than 20 W/E,

4 (i¥) ur be sugmentes by « paxizga of © Tighter and 2 fighter bomber
aquadrons fom 4.0, G0, In adiitiom two night Cihter squadrons
are held in resarves,

(v} ' In aidition } squ.ircnes of Murricens IVa are held in reserve,

(wi) Doubt exiets as to whether ull thess siveraft and orews will be
availebls by the daie reguired,

(vil)Ineludss three Oroue fion the 4 TTSMRRAN,
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