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FROM : GENERAL MARSHAIL.

T0 CENERAL FISENHOWER FOR HIS EYES CONLY.
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HEF NO @ W=29722, 29 April 19kL.

Reference your 5-50908 regarding PATTON: His remarks as quoted have
created & stir throughout the UNITED STATES. I quote excerpta from an
editorial this morning in the Washington Post: "General PATTON has pro—
gressed from simple assault on individuals to collective assault on entire
nationalities. As Congressman MUNDT cbserved, he has now 'succeeded in
slapping the face of every one of the UNITED NATIONS except GHEAT BRITAIN'.
The General insists that he excepted the SOVIET UNION too. But the distinc—
tion does not seem to us to be vital", The editorial then refers to his
remarks on welcoming the Germans and Italians into hell and also his refer-
ence to the "English ladies" and "American dames", with this comment "this
was intended no doubt as gallantry and perhapa as a rough sort of military
humor. The truth is however that it is neither gracious nor amsing. We
do not mean to be prissy about the matter but we think that Lieutenant Gen-
erals even temporary ones ought to talk with rather more dignity than this,
Yfhen they do not they run the danger of losing the respect of the men they
command and the confidence of the public they serve. We think that this
has happened to Ceneral PATTON. Whatever his merits as a strateglst or
tactician he has revealed glaring defects as a leader of men. It is more
than fortunate that these have become apparent before the Senate takes action
to pass upon his recommended promotion in permanent rank from Colonel to Major
General, All thought of such promotion should now be abandoned, That the War
Department recommended it is one more evidence of the tendency of on the part
of members of the military to act as a cligue or club., His brother officers
mist have had some awareness of General PATTON's lack of balance, ete, ete,
We confess to some perplexity as to the entire practice of permanent promotions
in the midst of war., Why camnnot all of these walt until the war is over and
we can judge the records of our military men with some perspective? . General
PATTCM's case affords an object lesason”,
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Like you I have been considering the matter on a purely business A
basis. Its effect on you and the troops and on the confidence of the
public in the War Department and in you is opposed to the urmistakable
fact that PATTON is the only available Army Commander for his present
asslgmment who has had actusl experience in fighting ROMIEL and in ex—
tensive landing operations followed by a rapid campaign of exploitation,
Wnether or not we can forege the latbter advantsge besause of the unfavor—
able effects referred to I leave entirely to your decision. You carry the
burden of responsibility as to the success of QVERLCRD. If you feel that
that operation can be carried out with the same assurance of success with
HODGES in command, for example, instead of PATTON all well and good. If
you doubt it then between us we can bear the burden of the present un—
fortunate reaction. I fear the harm has already been fatal to the con~
fimmation of the parmanent list,

9=50908, 29 April, originated by SUPREME COMMANDER.
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