0] HATION CAMP MK Sk
Daso 1

The concentration camp at Mauthausen is located on the summit of
& feirly high mountain, at a distance of several kllomsters from the Darmbe,
The detention barracks form an enclosure, surrounded by abatis of barbed
wire and a fence made of barbed wire charged wilth elactrlic current of high
voltage, causing mortal injuriss. In additlon thare are watch towars {with
gearchlights for use during the night), equipped with machine guns. The
camp rpoper consiste of 20 detention barracks, an Infirmary {ealled "Hewier®),
& plg-sty and & tunker (cells or rather prison closets, dark end witheut any
furniture), Barracks mumbered respectively 21, 22, 25, 24 and 25 are located
cutaide of the snclosure and constitute warehouses and werkshops, such as:
linen storehouse, clothing storshouse, cobbler shop, machine shop, carpenter
shop. On the mountain slope which descends terrace-like, stand the 8,8. bar-
racks and storshouses, Directly opposite the detention barracks stand: the
lsundry, the kitchen and the crematory. A stairway located directly behind
the kitchen leads down to the courtyard, where the garages stand.

The camp had been in existence for a number of years., It had been
constructed prior to the war by German priscners, working under unspeakable
conditions. During the winter of 1333/1940 those priscners were belng fed
tread (1 kilogram 200 gramses per five men), watery scup, without any fat or
even potatoes, The mortality rate during that winter was 54%. Those, who
survived, had all frightfully frost-bitten hands and feet. In larch, 1940,
about 400 Poles were brought in from Kleln Puchenwalds. O that pumber some
one hupdred and odd men were still in Mauthausen in June. In the same month
600 Poles were brought in from the branch camp st Gusen, while in September
a transport of about 500 prisoners was breught from Dachau., Detained in the
camp were also German prisoners mmbering approximately 1,500 and Spaniards
brought in successive transports in the sutusm of 1940 (mostly Communists
whom the Germans seized in French concentration camps, whers they were em-
ployed for the most part on the Maginot Line fortifications). These Spanish
prisoners numbered about 2,000, In Jamuary, 1340, all the Poles and Span-
{ards wers transferred to the branch camp st Gusen and in thelr place new
transports of Spaniards were brought to Mauthausen. The camp i= estimated
to hold 4,000 priscners (20 x 200), while & barrack ls celculated to hold
200 prisoners.

Each barrack consists of two wings, designated respectively A and B
{(Stube A and B), Each wing consists of a dermitory and mess hall, Lavatories
and toilets merve both wings. The dormitory contains wooden bedstesds, tuilt
in two tiers, with paillaspge, sheets, small woolen pillow and blanket ftha
beds must be mede each morning in perfect order, according to a system. The
paillasse must be mrranged in box shape), There are about 100 bedsteads par
dormitory. In the mess hall stand sbout 50 cabinets lined up along the waells.
In these cabinets the priscners keep their dishes, cups, spoons, knives and
towels, two or three men sharing one cabinet. On the top of the cablnets
stand wooden stools, which may be taken down only at dinner and supper, &s
well g8 4 tables. In ope cornmer of the mess hall stand, as & rule, the bed-
steads snd the table of the Barrack Senlor and of the Clerk, The lawvatories
and tollsts are eguipped with running water, btut these instelletions are out
of order most of the time, The mess hall has one stovej the dormitories ave
urheated even during the coldest season.



CONCENTRATION CAMP GUSEN
Degeription

Cusen is situsted some few hundred meters lower than Mauthsusgen, at
the foot of the hills, on which stands the mein camp, Mauthsussen., The inner
camp iz surrounded by barbed wire, charged with electric current, just as is
the case in Meuthausen and is, furthermore, protected by machins guns. The
camp area containsg B2 barracks, of which 24 serve for detention purposes, 2
for storsge, 1 ef a crematorium and 5 as infirmary, 1 ss a kitchen for the
prisoners., There is else an assembly yard, with a raleed platform, for the
roll-csll officer.

The construetion of the camp was started im March, 1940, The work
wae dons under sppalling conditions by Poles (mostly Silesians), brought in
from Klein Buchenwalde, With food rations barely sufflelent to sustain life,
the priscners — beaten and driven hard from dawn to dusk - constructed pri-
mitive wooden barracke and carried from nearby guarries, often on a run, rocks
and stones for the bullding of foundstions and for paving of the camp. In
May came a transport of several thousand Foles from Dachaun, who took over the
work started by their predecessorg from Klein Suchenwalde.  Another tranaport
of 2,000 prisoners, also Foles, srrived early in June from Bachsenhausen near
Berlin, of which number 600 were sent to the main camp at Mauthausen, With
the advent of winter, the primitive wooden berracks were only chinked with
insulating material and brick facing, but no stoves were installed. Tollets
and lavatories were out in the open in pmall separate buildings. In summer,
1840, the camp housed between gix and seven thousand prisoners. At the close
of winter that number ghrank to from four to five thousand, A good many died,
while some of the invelides were transferred to Dachau, At that time slso
Epaniards, numbering sbout 5,000 were brought to Cuden from Meuthausen. The
barracks at Cugern are celculpted to held BDO priseonsrs emch.

A barrack at Gupen consiste of two wirgs, Each wing contains a
combination dermitery end mesg hall and the room of the barracik or wing
genior, The bedsteads in Gusen are arranged in three tiers (one half of
the berracke hes bedsteads, in the other helf the prischarg sleep on pall-
legses on the floor). Until February, 1940, only the 7th and the Bth bar-
rpcks had bedeteads. In these two barracks wes confined the Mellte" of the
camp, mostly German prisoners. The dormiteorles contain between 150 and 200
bedstesds in an abominsble conditlen, ss well es from 2 to £ tables and a
mumber of steols, Dishes, spoons and towels are kept at the foot of the
bedstends, There is no bedding, except paillasses and 2 blankets, In the
barrack senior's room stands s steove, iren camp beds, two tables, stools
end eabicets, Tollets and lavatorles are outslds of the barracks.

Garb.

The garb of the "inmates" consiste of a blouse and trousers am
well as of & caps In summer linen uniferms are belng worn, whereas the
winter garb ig made of half wool and half {lannel materiel, The summer
uniform iz etripsd dark blue and white, the winter clothing 1= dark blua
and gray. MNelther the pummer mor the winter uniform have any lining. In
winter the prisonszs are given [lannel mitiens and earmufis. Work gangs,
going out of the camp on work mesigmment in winter, are given ovarcoata
made of the seme materigl sz the uniferms, The priponsrs mm wear shoas
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of the military type. The underwear consists of drawers, short in summery
long in winter, and of a shirt, On thes left breast the prisoners wear a
triangular colored patch and the mumber, under which they are listed in the
camp records. The distinguishing trisngular patches (called "Winckel®) are
in the following colorss .

political prisonsrs = red (The Poles wear a red patch with a
letter "P® in black);

troublesome aliens = blus (The Spaniards wear a blus patch
with the lstter 5" in whitej

shirkers = blackj

habitusl criminals = greenj

homogexusels = pink,
Remarks.,

The clothing iz passed on, lor the most part, from one priscner
to the next one, 1s btadly worn, threadbare and patchad, The same applied
to shoss and socks. Underwear is changed once a month, or once in two
monthe, Tha winter uniform is being issued towards the end of Novembary
the summer uniform, as early as April,

Thera is an acute shortage of footwear, particularly in the
tranch camp at Guseny with the result that the majority of prisonars wear -
regardless of season - wooden shoes after the pattern of those worn in Hole
land, which vary materially hasmpar the freedom of movement, Another make-
shift footwsar mre shoes with wooden soles, very heavy and uncomfortable
(manufactured by ahops in Dachau) and for the most part woern out abd broken,
In the camp at Gusen, after a change of socks was issued in Decembor, 1940,
the prisoners recalved another change only early in April, 1541, after thoee
previously issued, through the wear and tear of four months, wera going to

ghredn,
Concentration camp Mauthausen (Oberdonau)
Concentration cemp Gupen, P.0s 5t Georgen (0Oberdonsu)
Authorities:

The camps are belng maintalned by the 5,5, Isch camp hes its own
commanding officer {commandinf officer af the camp 8t Gunsen is Bohdan Chmie-
lewski), under whose orders orders stand 2 caup directors (Schutshaftlager—
fushrer), who are alternetirg on duty for periods of several weeks., Foxt in
line of authority are 2 roll-call officers (Reportfushrer), who slse alter-
nate on dutys Furthermore, there 15 an entire company of barrack and squad
ccmmandants (Blok- and Kompandofuchrer), who mostly hold the party renk of
troop leaders (Scharfuehrer), The 2 camp directors (Bchutshaftlagerfushrer)
act as the commanding officerts deputies in matters of camp administretion
and they also receive three tilmes a day roll-esll reporte from the roll-call
officers (Raportfushrer). Each barrack hes its commandant (Elekfuehrer),
wno 18 the direct puperior of his barrack and enforces therein the existing
regulations, The squad commandants (Kommandofuehrer) supervise sachhls
squad or work-gang of priscners and are subordinated to the work superinten-
dent (Arbectsfuchrer), Between three and four companies of £.8,. troopers
constituts the camp's garrison, and they perform pentry, guard snd escert
duty when prisomers are at work. These troopers are armed with rifles,
wherees the roll-call officers, the barrack snd the squad commsndante, who
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all hold officerg' and non-commissioned officers! rank, carry revolvers, The
averags age of the garrison troopers rune from 18 to 24 years.

Internal organizstion:

The camp's main superior iz the Camp Senior I (Legeraeltester I},
moatly one of long time prisonera, with an unblemished record and good cha-
racter in the interpretation of the S.8: His deputy is Camp Senior II (La=-
gerasltester II). In adiltion, thers are Camp Clerk I and II (Lagerschreiber
I and II), who ect the camp's secretaries, as 1% were. Om tha left arm they
wear arsbands merked respectively: LA 1, LA 2, L 8chr, 1, L Bchr, 2 Oubor-
dinated to them are the Barrack Seniors (Blokaslteste), who wear armbanda
marked [l, with the nusber of the barrack (Blok). Each Barrack Senior hae
es espistants two Wing Senlors (Stubenaslteste), one for wing Ay the other
for Wing B, a8 well as a barrack barber.

pally roatinet

Ihe day beging witk revellle in summer et £ a.m., in the winter
&t 6 s.m., wWhersupor the prisoners have to meke their beds, wash and eat
breskfest t111 & (7) m.m. At 8115 (7115) they mst assemble in front of
their berrecks and march te the roll-call squere., At 6330 (7180} comes
roll-call end forming of work-gengs, at 7 (B) departure for works At 11:20
ell work-gangs start back for the roll-call sguarep st 1li45 comes the roll-
call and the march back to the barramcks. The midday mesl is issusd at noon
with rest-time till 12145, ther again comes roll-call at 1 p.m, and work
till € p.m. in pumper and & p.m. in winter. On return from work, comes
the evening roll-call, Depending on the length of the day and the regula-
tions in force in the' given caxp, the length of time the priscnera have to
work varlee from 1l hours in summer to B houre in winter, In summer the
first gong sounds at 81850 p.M., whereupon 8ll prisoners must be in thelr
bedey by Brd5 comes the "pllence® gignel, In winter the "toc bed™ gignal
is sounded at 7146 pems, the Peilence™ signal at 8 p.m« The evening roll-
cells last at times for hours on end, so thet - after eating supper y
washing up and greasing of ghoes - the priscners hewe hardly time encugh
to smoke a cigarette. In Gusen smoking is permitted only on the roll-
call square. OSmoking, however, in the barracks or while at work is wery

peverdy punished.
Food:

In the morning the prisoners receive each 1/4 liter of wetery
poup {ceffes on Sunday). At noon one liter of somewhat more nourishing
soup, made — depending on the season of the year - from cabbage, turmips,
various roots, with a few potetoes, tut without any fat, In the evening
one loaf of military bread ls apportioned to every three priscners; on
Wednesdaye and Ssturdays the bread ratien is increased by one loaf, belng
allotted for two men. In sddition each man receives m slice of either ssu-
sage, which iz as tasteless ms the scup; or a slics of cheese; off and on
a little marmelads and 1/4 liter of tlack "Ersats" coffes. Briefly spesk-—
ing the food rations are barely sufficlent to sustain 1ife, so0 much zo,
that many prisonsre die from exhaustion dus to hard work and undermourishment.



Typas of worles

The majority of prilscners work in privately osned quarriss,
which have contracte with the 8.8, for supplying laber (modern slavery).
Extremely herd and exhausting werk, combined with ruthleps driving and
beating by means of clubs (approximately 4 centimeters in dimmeter) kills
off weaker men within a few days, FEegardlegs of sge, men young and old,
from 16 to 80 years, are being driven hard to produce with equael effi-
eiency. The werk is being supervised by older prisoners, Germans, in =any
instances oriminales, with lowest possible instincts, who wield unlimited
suthority and are ready to kill and torture to death, although beating ia
forbidden in prineiple. Laziness st work is slso subject to other penal-
ties, such ag diseciplinary roll-calls, prohibition to wear overcoat, blouse,
mittens and ear muffs in winter, no matter how pevere the cold, %Thers are,
nowever, stlll other work assignments, such as dipging, masenry, carpentry,
as well a8 odd jobs within the camp, such as machanical installation work,
potato peeling, work in the primoners' and 8.8. kitchen, tailoring, cob-
bling, unloading, uniform warehouse, linen warehouse, barbering, cleaning,
etcs One of the hardest assigmments in Cusen 1s stone earrying, that ia
fetching rocks from the quarries to the camp for censtruction and peving
work in the camp. The work goes on, regardless of weather, snow, rain,
blizsard, freeging celd or blistering heat, without eny chance at all for
aesking shelter or resting. The prisoners; in their tattered unifeorme end
shoes, are often drenched to the skin and frogen slmost to inpensibility,
The older priscners, acting ms supervisors, are in the mejority of cemes
far more ruthless and brutal than the .8, troopers. Thess supervisora
are called "eapos". Dispensation from work can come orly on the strength
of a doctor's certificate, Utherwise sll have to turn out for work, regard-
lass of thelr health, The prineciple which helds pood in all concentretion
camps is that "prisoners are sither alive or dead, but net i11¥,

Sanitation and medical care:

danitation and medical care in the camp are but a fipment of
imigination. 7hus, for instance, the regulations require that all pri-
sonars wesh thempslves in the morning, Aa there is no running water
avalleble early 1n the morning, the bathing must be done in water-filled
cement troughs, standing in the levatories, There the healthy and the
sick, often suffering from en itch or hideous, suppursting wounds and
abeepses, wash in one and the mame water. There was & time in Gusen
when 80% of the inmates suffered from an iteh, without sny attempt having
been made at medication beceuse no salve wae evailsble at the infirmarv.
IThe same sltuatlon obtains with regard to warhing dishes, which must be
weshed aven in the dirtiest water imaginable and one riske merciless beat-
inga 1f caught with dirty dishes, The camp in Gusen, which hep no delousing
plant ig swarming with lice and fleas in such guantities, that killing them
off is viterly unfeasible, That plague of vernmin causes sll kinde of akin
digeases. Ineufficient matrition brings about pernieicuz exhaustion and
apnaemiz, while faunlty metaboliam produeces ugly bells, abeassap mnd suppureting
soreg. Wounds refuse to hesl complstely for months on end and becoms irri-
tated gnd festerlng, 4$he chances of securing mediecal help are extremely
glim, everything depending on the barrack Clerk's whim, ®ho recerds all the
prisoners for inspection by the physicisn on the following day. Nor is re-
porting for medical inspection devold of the risk of being charged with
felgning 1llness. It is permitted to report in the afternocona at the
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infirmary for dressing of injuries and medication. The procedure is a
travesty of hyglene. Neither the ingtruments nor the hands end frequently
not even the wounds are being disinfected. The infirmery assistants, re-
ernited frem smong the prisonwrs, two, three or four in mmber, attend within
one or two hours io 500 prisonsrs, at times treating them like cattle, boat-
ing, kicking and pushing their patients around. There is a calamiiouns
shortage of medicements end first aid supplies. "Bandages belng frequently
unavailable® plasters and bandsges made of paper are being used, which tear
apé Iell off in a few mimotes. Atiempts of prisonere at treating thelr
wounde themselves mre considersd sabotage and intentionsl impairment of
health, for the purpose of ehirking work. The mortelity is appalling, the
ceuses being mostly exbaustion end debility. It is an absolute fact thai

of 700 men, who were brought to Gusen ln June, l2dl, only a little over a
hundred sre alive at the moment. The rest all died, whereby it should be
borns in mind that the percentsge of men relsssed was ridiculously small.

In the gummer months dysentary is wellnigh penerally prevalemts Furthermore,
accidents while st work ooccur rather frequently. Phlegmasla, resulting from a
run dowr condition and infeetion of frequently very insignificsnt and super-
ficisl wounds are one of the most frequent occurances. The most popular me-
thod of therapy eppiised to wounds and festering sores is cuttlng, mostly
without amy meed for it, the operstions being performed without any anass-
thesla, Relesse from work can have the form of "bed rest" (Bettruhe) or
nggpll duty" (Stubendienst), "Hed rest® permits remaining in bed during the
day, but does not relieve the priponer of reporting for roll=call, ragard-
less of weather, condition of ‘health end fever. FPrisoners on "cell duty"
mugt perform all the chores in the barracks, such as cayrying of ketiles,
sweeping and sorubbing. lelespe from work is granted as a rule for & days,
whersupon the Telease may at times be prolonged.

Canteen:

Fith money recelved from femilies - meximum 20 EM per monthk - the
prisoners mey purchase from the cantesn tobacco, cigarettes, paper napkins,
mirrors, ete, At times food articles are also available, but in megligibls
guantities and elmost without any nutritive walue, The centeens are a rich
field for all kinds of sbuses by the Clerks and barrack Seniors.

Treatment of Efiggggrﬂi

The treatment of prisoners is unspeakably brutsl and humilisting.
Face punching and kiclking are daily occurances. The Poles in particular
are treated 1like beings of a lower order and insuits and beatings from
their German fellow-prigoners are a matter of general practice,

Tl tions

The regulations are extremsly severe, Implieit obedlence in ecar-
rying out orders of the barrack and squad commandants, these orders freguently
beding nothing but wvhims. Disobedience, howevsr, might be interpreted as Te-
bellion end punizhed most ruthlessly, The prisoners have o salute thelr su-
periors of the §,5., by removing thelr caps and standing at attention, they
must not eddress them, but merely answer their questions, of course in the
German lenguage, The priscners are compelled to shave thelr heads and faces
spch waek and to grease thelr ghoss every night, Swmoking in ths barracks and
ipn Gusen between the burracks 1s sternly forbidden. Furthermors, it is not
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permitted to change at will from one work gang to another. Any and ell com-
plaints must ge through officlal gharnels through the barrack Senlors and bar-
rack commandants. On the rell-eall ground the prisoners lins up by barracks
in 10 ranks snd the aligmnment in every direction muet be perfects The pri-
gonars march to work § sbreast. It is prohibited to carTy oh any CONVETEA=
tion with the 5,8. troopers or civilian foremen, who frequently direct the
work of the priscnara.

Mathods and types of punishment:

The most popular method of education 1= torturing people to death
with so-callsd "spart®, It consists of physical exerclse imposed for the
gmallest imaginable offense or infractions of the rules and regulations, such
as improperly made beds, insufficiently clean dishes, not greasing of shoag,
only slightly soiled cabinet, etc. The exercises aret remaining in a crouch-
ing position for hours on end wiih arms raiged up and forward, rumning while
sontinually dropping down flat snd getting up at word of command, jumping in
& erouched position or rolling on the ground, Any such exerclse inaccurately
exocuted, even il only bacause of mge, physigue, deformities or lack of
strength, 18 consldersd as renitence and laginess and punished on the spot
ty whip or club, or cold showerbath, wile fully Aressed, regardless of the
cpagon. Such showerbath may last from 15 minutes tol-l/2 hours and in most
cages results in pneumonia. The principle of collactive lisbility prevails.
Far the transgression of one prisoner all the others are llable and dua thereto
guch axercises are being performed collectively. For laziness et work, which
in a vast majority of caseg axoeeds human strength, or for stealing faod from
the kitchen, be it only raw potatoes, or for other simllar transgresslons
(L.s. possession of 2 peirs of socka, ete.) the given priscner receives first
a disciplinary notice and & few deys laler the punishment is meted out. The
miliest punisghment is stending bensath the turret or at the gate without mid-
day end evening meal during the hours when not at work, for B days on end.
The next and more severs grade of punishment is whipplng with truncheon or
bullhide whip, from 5 to B0 strokes Lelng adminigtered at & time, This type
of punishment may be repeated several times. The heaviest punishment is
suspension by the hands which are iled together behind the back from 15 min-
utes to 2 hours. Ln exeeptlonal cases ths offending prisoner is chained to
the well under the turret day and night for & days in & gtreteh, in such
faghion, that the hands, which mre tisd behind the back, are pulled up so
high, as to permit the wvictim to touch the ground only with the tips of his
toes. There is, furthermore, confinement in a dark cell., These cells are
very smell and utterly bare of furniture. The prisoners are kept in them
on water snd a little bread and a warm meal only once in every three days.
Thefts of food from fellew prisoners is punighed under the unwritten camp
code, by death, mostly through beating sdmirkstered agein and apaln over &
period of days, Attempts at escape are punished with exemplary severity.
When, in Auguet, 1940, a priscmer esceped from the camp at Gusen and was
caught 2 days later in the vieinity of Lins, all the prisoners in the camp
had to stand drawn up in rank and file on the roll-call ground from evening
roll-¢all until noon of the next day, whereupon when the prisoners were at
work sueh terrific wholesale beatings set in, that 0 priseners were beaten
to death on that day, while 300 injured hed to be taken to the infirmary.
There ip alse & "disciplinary company", membership in which ig indicated by
a black eirele, sewn on the uniform below the prisoner's musber and also on
the trouser leg. The "diseiplinary company” performs the heaviest type of
labar, working mostly in quarriea, frequently on Sundays as well. All Jews
ars by & standing rule assigned to ths diseiplinary companieg and are singled
out for persecution and extermination. Applgnment to the "diseiplinary company™
ig not limited ss to time and one may easily get into it for transgressions,
guch as emoking clagrettes in a barrack, sleeping in underdrawers, etc., Durlng
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November, 1940, approximately 200 death sentences by shooting were carried

out on the campfa rifle ranze. The executlions were the result of sentences
passed by the Gestape suthoritiss functioning in the loaclities of residence
of the docmed men. The charges were mostly: possession of redlo sets, distri-
bution of lsaflets, ste. The executlons were carrled out in zroups of from

20 to 26 men during the evening rell-cslls, The firing squads consisted of

B men from the camp's garriason. The condesmed mem, stripped to the waist,
were shot by salvos, one at a time in intervals of from E to 4 mlmutes, where-—
upon the bodies were cremated at pight Lln the crematory.

Heport by a priscener st Mauthsusen
(as per Ko. 6 of "Chronieles of German occupatlion”
from November lé to December 31, 1940, The relator
ig no longer alive),

I wes erregited togeher with & mumber of other men, They dragged
me from my home; pushed me into a motor ear and started off« Where to? No
one told me, Ip s spesclous courtyard, surrourded by a high wall we were
dumped out of tha cars. A command was berked: "Line up, face to the wall,
Heands up". Behind us 5.,8. troopers armed with riflea atood drawn up. A
quick thought fleshed through my mind: Was this the end? We heard the dull
noige of rifleg being loaded, Scmeons next to me collapeed soundlepaly.

His nerves gave out. Hobody pald any attention to him. Glowly passed
mimites, quarters of hours, hours. For four long hours we stood lined up
alongz the wall, Whoever lowered hig hands from sheer exhaustlon wes hit
over the hesd with e rubber truncheon until bleood flowed from the injured
foreheed or smaghed nosges A% lest the commandy Surrender the entire con-
tenta of pocketbookes and walletss Run to the pit in the ground. I was
running between linea of 8,8, trogpers, armed with sticks and clubss The
faster one runs, the less besting he gets. With the rest of my fellow
prisonsrs I three myself face down on the boards. After 48 hours I was
ealled out for examlnation. Wo guestlons, other than those concerning
peraonal data, wers asked of me. Agaln we were loaded intec motor cars and
taken to the rallroad statlion, There, the number of 5.8. troopers, exceeded
ours. In each compartment sat two guardas with rifles at readiness. Wa were
forbidden to look arcund and had to stare etralght shead, After having hun-
gered for 5 days, the prisoners were tottering from exhsunstion. At last we
arrived at Dachau. We detrailnsd. My God, 1t's here that they brought usl
We were crowded inmto one large hall, but due to our belng so many in number
there was barely room enough to stand, That ordesl lagted through the night.
In vain did the locel prisoners try to help their fellow sufferers, but were
urable to do so.

At last morning came. We received s cup of coffee, the {irst mor-
gal of food after all these days. Next, we were ghaved all over,; had our
hair cut, were bathed and clad in prison unforms. The latter were of an
assorted kind: here an old mllitary overcoet, there an uhlan's uniform or
a pajama, All of thege garmente were stalned with varicolored warnish in
a pattern of wertieal and herlrzontel stripes. For headgear we recelved capa
Full of holep. Nhel Hext we were photographed. After passlng one by one
through a door, we were seated on a chalr and photographed several timeg each,
Ther: there was a speech deliversd ot us by some sort of a commsndsnt (Stamm-
fushrer), who woqualnted we with our transgressiont we were ensmieg of the
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German Heich and subverslve to law and order, The camp would teach ug how
to live properly. Whereupon ensued the drab prison life. The firat few
weaks wera spent in routine training., The work consisted of piling up stones
end scattering them agaln, collescting rubblish end straw blades and thowing
them sgain all gver the place. There were times when our nerves snapped and
many & prlisonear made an end to hls miserable life by throwing himself on the
wire fence charged with high tension current. Day in and day out we were
bepten in the face at morning, midday and evening roll ealla, After a few
weeks our real work started, namely working 1n the fields and at roller
smpothing the prison yard. Ons day my number was called at roll eall and T,
with & great many of my fellow prisoners, was told of belng tranaferred to
enother camp.

At night we reached Mauthausen. The five kilometers which separated
us from Gusen we had to cover running, 8Seversl old men of TO years were drop-—
ping from exhaustion., At the point of destination our mmmber dwindled to 80,
At Mauthausen there were 6,000 Foles from all parte of Poland; judges, lawyars,
physicians; professors, clergmen, teachers, factory managers, stc. We were
clad in pajamas made of wood fiberg mnd received torn underwear, full of wer-
min, Just sg in Dachau; the cemp wes fenced in by wire charged with high
tension current. We slept on paillapses, which contained more vermin than
straw, and any prisoner whose paillasse was 5 centimeters thick was elated.
For covers we had very thin blankets, full of holes. All ware clad alike,
except that the Polss, as political offenders, carried red triangular patches
of eloth sewn on the bresest of thelr pgarments. DBesldes the Poles there were
also Germans, criminala, perverts, Jews and Spanish comsmnists. Each of these
categories wore cloth patches of dlfferent colors sewn to the breasts of their
garb, The barrack in which we lived was called "Blok™ and contained two large
cells designated respectively "Stube A" and *Btube B®*. The cell senior was,
28 & rule, pome oriminel or murderer. A barrack housed approximately E0O
prisoners., We arocse at 4150 a.m, Hext came assembly, then the command "eyes
right™ end roll call. During assembly revoltingly brutal incidents oceurred
fegnently. JAn. old man, 75 years of age, had to stand at attention and line
up %o the vight, When his legs falled to support him properly he was punched
in the face and oould thank his Creator that this act of brutality snded the
metter. The cell senlor reporied to one of the 3.8. troopere the mimber of the
barrack immates present. In the event of some prisoner dying during the night,
which ccourred frequently, his fellow prisoners had to bring the remsins to
the rell call. HNext came the command "Form work gangs® and "line up by four
and to work®. Prisorers in dying condition, who mlso hed to appear at rell
call; were left lying in the mud. They and the corpses were plcked up by the
"burial command® (Leicheapo), put in wooden boxes and conveyed to the crema—
tory at Mauthsusen, The work was bheyond the physical endurance of even the
most robuet individuasl. A muwber of prisoners worked on trimming granite
cubes for road paving. Every prisoner had to turn ocut a specified number of
such hexahedric 10 centimeter cubes, &8 otherwise he was deprived of food
and beaten, Other prisoners agein would work as stone carriers. Whenever an
8.5, guard notices a prisoner picking up a smaller stone he immediately had
him loaded down with an extra stone, heavy enough to require three Germans to
1ift ity and ordered him to run, which the guard lashed his legs with a bull-
hide whip. HNot less back bresking was the work of roller smoothing roads,
with priscners pulling the rollers in lieu of motors or horses. Very fre-
quently death resulted from crushing by derrlcke with which huge slabs of
rock were being lifted., The work in the brick klln wes 8o trepuocus that
prisoners had to keep pace with the machines. Between noon and 1 p.m. was
roll eall end dinner, then agein work from 1 to € p.m. The worst ordeal
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was the evening roll call at 6 p.m. There were times when shrieks of agony
resounded all over the camp, when our “.5. masters were meting out punishment.
They hed & specisnl contraption for edministering beatings. The prisonsr was
stretched out on an inelined board to which he was strapped hsnd and foot.

The victim had to count the strokes himpelf, in Germen. Whoever, under
influence of pein, made an error in the count, the beating was started all

over again, The mildest punishment consisted of several punches in the face
and a few kKicks. When in a bad humor any £.8. trooper could claim that the work
was done slowly and that as punishment no priscner would get supper. For any
trifling treansgression, such as for imstance not notlecing an 8.8. Tunctlonary,
prioners were being suspended by thelr arms from a beam, The food consisted of
one cup of hot black coffee for breskfast, thres quarters of a liter of hot wata
with one potato or some half raw turnips for dinner, whereas supper consisted
of & cup of black coffee and bread baked from potato and chestmut flour. One
loafl of this bread was allotted to any & priscusrs. From time to time esach
prisonsr recelved two Tew carrois, or & cube of tRinted mergaripe or a slice of
foul smelling sausage made of horse mest, The priponers had to shave between

6 and 9 pem., ap otherwipe the guards would tear out the hair and punch their
facea. Filth, lice and other vermin were our steady companions. During bething
the wildest scenes imsginable occurred, Only those who elbowed thelr way through,
by brute force, managed to get weshed. Clergymen and Jews were being singled
out for abuse. The clergymen were mede to cearry out on thelr backs barrels
filled with excremsnte on Sunday mornings., The oriminsle scting es puperiors
had a particular hatrad for the Folege. The infirmary wae a barrack as filthy
a8 the rest of them. There;, on boards, men were stretched out with broken
arms and crushed legs. At times prigonsre had to crawl naked for hours m

end all around the yard end march out to work early in the morning as usml.
Only once every 2 months it was permitted to write = card to the family con-
taining the following message: "Am in good health and doing well®, With money
roceived from home the prisoners were permittsed to make purchapes in the can-
teen, In reality the only merchandiss obtainable in the genteen were shoe
brushesa, paper or pencils, none of which could be used under penslty of death.
The prisoners were graduslly becoming enimals, each bent only on paving his
life, The 5.8. functionsries were belng goaded to fury by the heroic hehavior
of the Polish prisoners, who dled from the tortures inflicted upon them by
their exscutioners without uttering s moan. "The remson you must all perish

is because we are unable to break you down" were words repeated time and again
by these fiends.

REPORT ON OSAIECTH:

I was taken to Ofwigcim together with s large group of priscners,
filling several freight cers, still filthy from scme lubricants, devoid of
any seating facilities end smesled for the entire duration of the journey
which lasted a day and & half, The orly food we had was the trevelling ratlon
of bread we received at the FPawisk prison, We were forbidden, under penalty
of being shot; to look out from the smell car windows. WNemr Skierndewice the
train stopped for a while out in the open end three prisoners attempted to
escaps. They were shot on the spot. At Ofwigeim the train halted seversl
klilometera away from the station on an embankment several meters in height.
The car doors were openad and we were ordered to detrain. To rush us along
kicks were administersd freely. The rush, as it turpmed out, wis purposely
ftaged for the purpose of robbing us of the meagre prison belongings in our
bundles, such as topeoate, eweaters and underwear, &l1 of which we were o~
deread to leaye behind in the reilway cars. After we speembled gt the foot
of the embankment we were lined up in ranks, three abreast and marched td
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the camp, & distance of 5§ kilometera., Ondrrival we were taken to a shower
bath, where cold water without scap was to eleanse us for our stay. The camp
wag alive with lice. Thin ticking underwear was lesued to us, wet as we wers,
towels being, of course, out of the question. As a warmlng up (it wae in
late autumn) they drove us out at once for some callsthenics, running, ete.
The prioners live in barracks, from B0 to 100 per barrack, under supervisicn
of Garman felons messigned as prison guards. The most conalderate among them
are those who, when none of the superiors happened to watech, did not inflict
fiendish tortures, The level of brutality of these "kapea" (abbreviation of
same teram by which these guards are designated) beggars description, Beating,
torturing and abuse are not only thelr duty, but they seem to find obvious
delight in inflicting them, The food, while clean, is utterly inadequate,
what with the work and the dally routine as desoribed later on. Hunger forces
one to eat raw turnipas, refuse parts of which are at times to be found outside
of the kitchen, This ceauses gtomech all=ments, which atill further intensify
the depressing pange of bunger. It is a peoullar varlety of diarrhes; due to
which the stomach cannot retain food for longer than 15 minutesa, This condi-
tlon 1s made use of as & speclal expedient of torture, frequerntly applied,

The guards devlse such schedulea of chores that leave not a spare moment for
aatisfying one's natural needs. From this result serious cemes of chafing
which remain untreated and do not heal, The prisoners' garb consists of a
blouse and trousers made of ticking. While I was in the camp no shoss were
isgued, Thils aystem, while constltuting a saving and an opportunity for
thieving, was alao meant as another form cof torture, becanse the camp's
gtounds were covered with sharp gravel, which painfully lacerated the soles

of our feet., MAmong the chores ons of the hardest end calculated to finigh

off the prisoners,is the dragging and pushing of rollers with which gaid
gravel 1s belng crushed and smoothed. Hainly priests were assigned to this
type of work. Fresh gravel is particularly sharp edged and after ona day'a
work the soles of the prisoners' feet are one bly wound, whereas after a few
days llve flesh hangs In shreds. EBElood infection with gangrene reswlting, or
éxhaustion, bring about an early death. Such wes the fate of Fev. Horawski,

a Jegult from Cracow, who to his last breath gave & splendid example of herolsm
in enduring pain, I wes an eye witness of the death of Cept. Stanislaw Gleysstor,
commander of the Wargpew Fire Department. This giant of & man, worn out by
hunger and toil, fainted durirg calisthenies exercises, which in Ofwigcia
congtitute one of the worst types of torture. While he was prone on the
ground the guards kicksd him to death. Once during suech sxercises, not belng
able to fell into e crouch any longer, I stepped out of the ranks, HRecelvim
& blow on my neck I fell on the gravel ard cut my face, In that wey, owing
to one guard's umisual kindnegs, I mamaged to get into the infirmary, where

I was forturate to remsin for seme time. The conditions in the infirmary am
somewhat better, insofer as there are no chores to be done, The abuse and the
hunger, howevar, go on as usual, while the lice are perhsps gtlll more mume-
rous. I was released from Ofwigclm, together with several other priscners.

In the majority of instances relemse comes only through death. Ths conditioma
of living are such that each night several prisoners die in every barrack.
The lirst question agked in the morning by the "kepo®™ on duty is: "How many
died?® During the winter mortality inersased materislly, In my cell hardly
a night passed without from 8 to 10 deaths. The ticking germents are taken
of ' the corpses and the latter remcved neked to the mortusry, The corpses
make s very ghaptly impresslon, because of emacistion, the pelyic bonea just
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coversd with skin, There wers no executione in the cemp, while I was there,
nor any attempts at revolt which were being rumored about. The telegrams to
Warsew and other towns, announcing death, referred to the "normal® gquote of
daily deaths, augmented at times by punitive roll cells. A normal roll call
in the open lsste at times one hour, punitive roll cslls reech at times a
durgtion of 8 hours of standing in the ranks. After & certein length of time
prisonars are dropping by scorep and many of them dle, Thus; for lnatance,
out of B6 men who fainted at one roll call, 46 died the next dey. Standing
motionlegs in the ranks, accompanied by frequent punches in the face or in
the ptomach, finishes off the Tun down human bodiea,
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