of men and individuale who had buon schtteored in the lendings rojoined their
wnits throughout the day, =nd by nichifall approxioatoly 30 per cent of the
Division's foroos worc under control.

1t 2100 hours 100 gliders landed with artillory, ongineers, and special
troops. EGeabome clementa sot sail at 0645 fron BRISTOL except far a task force
coraisting of Company C, TJ46th Tmk Battalion; tho lat Platson, Trosp B, 4%h
Caval Squadron; =nd elements of Company F, 3d Battaliom (originally 24 Bagtas
lion, 40let Glider Infantry), 325th Glider Infantry. This tosk foreo landod on
Utah Rod Boach at 1400 hours and procoeded inland with tho oission of contacting
the Dirisisn nesr STZ. HERE EGLIGE.

it the closc of the day, tho Mviaion was in the midet of savers Pighting,
It had ceptured 3TE. MERE EGLISE and held a genoral line along the MERDERET River
fmm L!I. FIEHI': Eﬁl??ﬁi} south ta iﬂﬂ'lud-ﬂ t.hﬂ u.:fﬂ'uﬂm m"_ﬂ n.f' t'h_u- cwgﬂwd\r ayoer the
MERDERET River at 321030,

Hoadquartors & Hendguarters Compeny, B2d Airbornc Divielon

Parachute clomonts, part of Foree "\", droppod at Q214 hours near the wast
bank of tho NERDERET River, and glidor clcmonts, londing echelon of Force "B7,
lendod at 0204 hours. The Foreo "A" Command Post wae oot up initinlly at 305965,
woat of tho MERDERET River, but at 0730 the group wadod acroes the River to the
edat benk aond aesombled at LA FIRERE {51996?}. A new Foreo "A" Conmand Post was
establishod at s railroad crossing at 3260044,

The Division Commandor, who jumpad with the 505th Parachute Infantry, cetab-
1ished hia Command Post in a hedgerow west »f 8TFE. MERE E(LISE at 332065, Ele-
mmte of Headguarters and o the efense Platoon moved ssuth to sscurc the bridge
woat of CHEF DU FONT (521930) where it encountored sovoro ememy fire, This group
returned to the Comoamd Poat at 1700, but part of thoe Defenne Platoon moved to &
now Force "1" Command Post at o railrosd pass at 323040,

The Diviaion Hoedquartera inltial glider aorinl, vhich landed in tho dark
at approxiuately 015 hours, waz ssattornd, =md the 5-2 md 6-3 did not reach the
cormend post until late afternoon. The Chief of S4off was injured in a plider
orash wmd later ovacusted. The G-1 did not reach the cormmand poal for two daye.

505th Parachute Infantry Regimant

The firet clement, the 2d Battalion, dropped at 0151 hours and the entire
regizent leanded by C202 hours. Nost of the troops landed on or near the drop
zone, but o fow were widely dlspersed eveor the exuntresido. Acecubly was rapid,
md the batialions moved off toward their objontives, Tho 54 Battalion satered
OTE. MERE BEGLISE at 030C houre, and tho town was socurely hoeid sand outposted with-
in an hours Tho Amerlcan Flng wes raices over 5T%. LERE BOLT 3B, tho firet Premch
town to be liberated by the llise. 1ftcr agsonbling the 24 3attalicn started 1o
mave out to take NEUVILLE W FLIIN, but orders werc roceived from the regicent to
stand by. At 0500 hours the 24 Battalion woved into position north of STE. LERE
ECLISE mmd assisted the 3d Battalion in holding the town. The 1%t Battslion orved
toward its objecetivs, tho bridge over the HERDERET River (214958) at L} PIEHE ad
0830 hours and by 0830 held the eastern ond of thia bridge againat heavy emamy
fire from tho weptern approachos.

2o7th Parachuts Infantry Resiment

Thoe firet elomemt, the 1st Battalion, duzped st 0232 hours, snd by 03512 hours
the entiro reginent waz on the rround gemerally chot of the MERDERET River snd
¥ao fairly disporsod. BSunll proups scassbled fo P=y sosll task forcos until
such timo as the regivent could assordle couplotelys. One cuch force on the wost
bank of the 1ERDERET Rivor attacked ALFREVILLE but was forcod baeck by overwhelmis z
superiority in cnony strength o FLAUY (303955). 1 patrol was sont to the wootr -
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