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have been estimated to reach a rate of 5 million tons a year
in 1954, with the ocutput rising to 30 million tens per year,
depending on the avallabllity of the St. Lawrence Seaway.

It 46 evident from the sbcve that Quebec-Labra-
dor and Venezusla are schoduled to supply the bulk of iron
ove imports neeessary to meet the future rejuirsments of the
United States.

The second important faet to be considered can
be treated briefly, Cur blast furnaces are heavily conces
trated in the Uhio and western Pennsylvania area. Location
in this avea has been supportsd by large nearby coal fields,
AEArness to maTkels, and ccessibility to Low-cost trans
portation of iron oPe on the Great Lakes. If the steel
of the Great Lakes were to be shut down as a reflection
inereasing costs of obtaining iron ore, mamy of the industriss
using iron and steel in this regicn woild slao have to move
elsewhere, Thiz would mean a colossal economic dislocation
which we cannot efford.
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The third important fact is the need for supply-
Ing large tonnages of ore from new sources. It relates to the
questions 8s to whether the existing facilities on the St,
Lawrence are sdeguate for the transporsation of the iren ore
fo the Groat Lekss plants; whether the ore eamnct be trans-
poTied to the Atlantle sesboard and thence by rall Lo the
blast furtiaces; and whether the development of this Seaway
ta meet the steel requirements of the country would ctherwise
be desirable and in the publie interest.

The development of the 5t. Lawrence-Great Lakes
Seaway is not in the nature of a new undertaking. The problem
£ & vital link in a project which
ations. Major navigation works
which utilize the resources of the Grest Lakes-5t, Lawrence
aystes have been completed and have been cperated succesafully
for years. Before World War II the conneeting chamnels of the
upper Oreat Lakes were improved by the United States to a
depth of 26 feet, In the midst of the war the ¥oirthur Lock
in the Soo Canal was complated in 1543 with a depth of 30 fest
over the lock sills. These Lmprovements made posaible the
record shipment of iron ore from the Mesabi and other Lake
Superlor ranges to blast furnaces in the lower lakes steel
centers, which sustained cur steel industry during the last

A different situstion obtzins in the Inter-
national Rapids section of the St, Lawrence River. [nie
section, some 46 miles long, is presently by-passed by

H3C 150 -12 - TNCLASSIFIED



