September 18, 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR REGORD: @

A taseting was held in Governor Adams'office wday an the question
of possible shifting of responsibilities for the administration of the
St. Lawrence Seaway, with the following ix attendance: Secretary
Wilsen, Secretary Brucker, Sccretary Asderson, Director Brundage,
Bryce Harlow, Genersl Goodpaster, in sédition to Goversor Adams.

Governor Adams recalled that he had mentioned the possibility af &
shift 1o the Presideat, who sndicated favorsble initial seaction ta
the idea of placing © in the e
added that the "s Advisory C on ' bad
also favared Commerce. He ghi it was desirable to considar
the limiog of whatever might be decided upon 38 a final salution, since
he undersioad (he Canadians were now bolding hearings as o whether
1o have amy tolls at all. He thought the Eresident fels tha there
should be 2 civilian or ganization (rather than & military) dealing with
e Casadians, and that # should be at the same general level of gav-
evnment.

Mr. Wilson thought there weze two questions,  The first is
bow 1o give top leval supecvision to the &, Lawrence agescy: the
second 15 with respect o the fumre responsibilities, if aay, of the
Army Engineers in the actiity,  He thought it might be possible

£ let the Engineers finish the construction and then face the problem
22 1o who should physically mantain sad operate the walerwsr, aad
who should suparvise the agency and conduct negotiations with the
Ganadians.

o

Secretary Andorson recailed that ho had discussed this master three or
four years ago, when he was designated to supervise the martes in terms
of two questions - who should construct the Ganal and win should
nepotiste the agreements with the Ganadians.  The President favored
construction by the Engizeers without regard to the question of who
should operate the facility. When Mr, Anderson discussed the matter
of negotiation. with Secretary Dullas, ihe latier asked him 10 negatiaie




