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SUBIECT:

St Lawrence Sexway

Tha cemcensus of opinion at the Cabinet meeting on Friday was that
the sdminiatration sbould taks a stand in favor of the 5t Lawrence
Stawsy, The priscipal reasons are:

-

The Casadisn Government intends to move in axy event
and our interests could badly sulfer if we did not take pame
aetion o achieve cosperative control.

Unleas the United States cooperates, Camada will comstruct
the

This
result in iscredsed toll casts to United States shipping.

The Cansdians propess to consizuct the Seaway with a

27 faot channel, insuificieat to accommodate United

States shipping,  The American propossl. as provided
.

depth, which from our poist of view
is most desirable for both our commercial and defense
requirements,

The provisioss of the Wiley bill reduce the cost io the
United States below aay oher proposal so far submitted,

This proposition will certalaly be, sevner or later, an
sconomic nece, We should move on it before some
emarguncy situation might requirs sxtracrdinary expenditures,

The adopéon of the fisal bill depends first on asthority gives
1o the Stat of New York for the construction of & powsr
facilify in cooperation with the Proviace of Ontarie, This
will probably be provided by a license grasted by the
Federal Powsr Commission, & matier now pending.

I there is gemeral concurrence with this aititude, ! should like for
Semator Taft and Mr. Marin, upon leaving this confersacs, to asncunct

hat the

definisaly fawes the general plan described in e

Administraton
Wiley B0l aad will support i1,

D.D.E.



