our late start on th rather than from delays in their conduct after
they were initiated by this Administration, The President said he has
avoided going into that matter bocause it becomes immediately political,
and he just does not want to do that.

1 left the meeting again for a moment in connection with the McElray
appointment. When 1 returned the group was discussing the need for
scientific collaboration with our allies.  The President said that much
of the difficulty went back to 1945 and the Fuchs case. When this in-
cident oceurred, the Congress decided 1o bar all atomic information to

the British. He asked General Cutler and me to See that a careful
examination is made of authority under the law for exchange of scientists
and scientific information, and analysis of what would have to be do

set up a joint committee. Dr. Rabi suggested the need for a scientific
man in the State Department, but this was not discussed. Dr. Hill

{and others) said that onr security regulations cause a large part of the A
difficulty with ur allies - particularly in areas ather than atomic.

The President recalled how he bas personally worked at this problem
over a number of years.

In further discussion the President sald that he would take the opportunity
to #peak out on the question of & proper attitude loward science (the Land
suggestion), perhaps using his next press conference,  He would bring
out that aur people should take an interest and a concern in science,

and not just leave the malter to Scientists.  Some followsup would be
needed, however,  On the point of adequate recognition of scientists,

he recalled that he had tried to ger Mrs, Hobby to set up a series of
awards for distinction in science and the aris, something along the lines
of the French Academy but of even higher standing. He indicated that
success has rot yet been achieved,  He mentioned also his plan to visit
the Redstone Arscnal and the missile firing center, and told how the
problems of the Prosidency affect such things, in that he had to cancel
the visit because & trip by him 10 an Army post in the South at the present
rime would be harmful and misunder stood.

In concluding the meeting, the President asked me to have a check mado
Into the restrictions that pravent exchange of information. He asked
ihe group io include in the study for which they are to prepare terms of
reference just what we have done in the area of science since 1945, As
the group left the meeting, several of them came up to me 1o express
their enthusiasm and appreciation for the sessign they had had with the
President,

AET Gooapaster
Brigadier General, USA




