L] L]

many of these requirements, He said he would like to see it
called the Defense Testing Station -- and see it kept out of service
politics,

Dr. Kistiakowsky went on'to give a technical net cvaluation of our
relative posilion respeoiing the Sovieis. As io tho IGBM,

thought {hey were probably about one year ahoad of ue b propil-
sion, ene year behind us in warhesd development, and somewhat
behind us in guidence, but with @ much simpler operational corcept
based an @ mobile rail-based system, He added that becanse of
moze powerful propulsion, they cowld have simply desigacd their
maspon to cazey the bamvier, clder-siyle warimad. In ths median
Tange e atle, A 100408 mila mange, Shey are probel theee
yenss ahosd of s, having initiaved sso0p eaining in 1953 ot 1354,
Thoir weapens are highly mobile, using track-layiag and roa

vehicles, In guidasce they are probably bokind us, with  anc-mile
CEP for small weapons and & five-mile CEP for large. Their IRBM
i8 2 1000-rnile missile, which is probably 4 600-mile missile with

@ lightor warhead.

The President said that in evaluating matecial of this kind it is
necessary 1o consider relative probabilities,  Until an enemy has
nough operational capability 10 destroy most of our bases simul-
tareausly ard thus prevent retaliation by us our deterrent remains
effcctive.  We would make a mistake to credit him with total
capabilitics.  Dr. York pointed out that an enemy who planned to
smake an attack could select a time for kis attack and delay wnell he
i ready.

Dr. Killian asked if the Presidens thought all of this should be
presented to My, MeElroy, and the President said he thought it
should, informally initially, but then put into document form, He
thought it was very impariant 1o act in theas masters in order to
aveid wasting meney apd taleal,

The group next discussed questions of outer space. Dr. Killian
cferred to discussions st the Leaders Meeting earlier thatmorning,

and said there is great pressure in the Congress aad elscwhere to

have some space work done outside the Departmaent of Defense. His
thought was we should get down some objoctives in our space program,

He hoped to come in soon with this. 1 would cover scientific as wel




