regpongibility. In this case, local authorities propose to pay
only $600,000 of the total cost. The bill alsc suthorizes the
Secretary of Comerce to use his emergency fund to pay the full
cogt of repairing dissster-caused demage to forest highweys under
his Jurisdiction and to various roads and trails under the juria-
dicticn of the Becreteries of Aprdiculture and Intericr. This
section was occasioned by the recent earthquakes in the vieindity
of Yellowstone Park which dsmeged some Netional Park and Hational
Ferest roads. In the absence of this section, the cost of repairs
would be pet by reprogremming funds aveilsble to the Department
concerned. The saction provides & method Tor bypassing the budpget
and appropristion process. The bill also provides $3 million of
additicnal contrect authority for constructing bridges over Pederal
dame. Since such bridges can be constructed with ocrdinsey Pederal-
aid funds, which have been greatly increased since the original
authorizeation for bridges over dams, the Department of Commerce
and this Bureaun opposed the new contract authority when it was under
consideraticn as a8 geparate blll.

We doubt the wiedom or necessliy of thege miscellaneous
provisions. However, we do not believe they are of sufficient
importance to warrant disapproval of the maln provisions.

C. Future legislation

In responding to cur request for views on the emrolled
bill, the Speclal Assistant for Public Works Flanning asked us teo
bring to your attention his proposed smendment to the highway laws
depigned to restrict the use of Interstate Highway funds on projects
serving primerily locsl needs. Hils proposed langusge is atiached.

ﬂssi%&nﬂ: Director for

Legiglative Reference
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