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no longer need fear being kicked into the sea. All British land

forces will guickly be in and I personally doubt that the British

will bs able to maintain more than fifteen or sixtesn Divisions in
active warfare in this theater. This means that the bulk of the land
forces must come from the United States. Logically, also, there

should come about eventually the desirability of undertaking offensive
operations in fairly distinct zones of advance, with each of the ground
groupments supported by its own distimet air force at least so far as
fighter and fighter bombers are concernsd. When this comes about every
factor of simpliecity in organization, national pride, efficlency in
admini stration, ete., indicates the further desirabllity of having two
prineipal ground commanders, ome operating to the Northeast, one to

the East. (I bellieve, however, that the British formation will probably
have to be reinforeed by an American Army or at least a Corps.) Pending
this particular development it will still be necessary to begin the
establishment in Europes of an American Army Group Headguarters. I plan
to have Bradley cosmmand this new hesadquarters during the transition
poriod, that is, until we are completely established and ready to under-
take operations in distinet zones of sdvance. He will operate during
the transition pericd under Montgomery. Finally, Bradley and Mont-
gomary will sash report directly to me.

At that time a certain portion of the so=called "tactical” air force,
that is, medium bombers and possibly some of the long range fighters,
will remain under the C-in-C, A.E.F. This portion of the tactical
air fores will bs avallable to asgalet either Army Group.

I have already issued a tentative Directive to plan for future organiza-
tion of ground and air forces along the lines imdicated in this para-
graph.
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