Communists immediately took up the defense of the Negro lead
and the boycott. Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the Communist Pa
USA, urged Federal intervention, declaring that:

''. . . united response, courage and organizational inventive
of the entire Negro community of Montgomery has electrified t
whole eountry. It is giving birth to a movement of mass civil
disobedience to unconstitutional jimerow statutes, and mass ci
enforcement of the law of the land...."
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"All workers -- Left, progressive and conservative -- car
be expected to join with the heroic Negro people and all other
sincere advocates of the Constitution in full devotion to this
historic struggle. 29

An editorial in the Daily Worker claimed that the Federal

Government was:
""s . . duty bound, under law, to act against officials who,

under cover of law, deprive citizens of their basic and federall
guaranteed rights...."
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""Meantime, it is up to all of us to bombard the Department
of Justice for action before extra-legal violence follows illegal
‘law, ' If Montgomery is the Diexiecrats’ first line og gefiance,
it is for patriots democracy's first line of defense. ™
Negro religious leaders sponsored a nationwide "Day of Prayer
to aid the boycott movement. The communist press exploited this situatic
wherever possible and said it:
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