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MISS OSBORN:  . . . But all the time I was with Mother [Ida] Eisenhower, I 
tried to find out if she had a favorite son. 
 
Q:  What did you find out? 
 
MISS OSBORN:  I found out that all of her boys were very dear to her, and 
each one had their own individual personality. 
 
Q:  Yes. 
 
MISS OSBORN:  Some excelled in one thing, and some another, but they 
all had their own individual personalities, and each one was just as dear as 
the other. And she says, I heard her say this so many times, “Daddy and I 
talked it over, and we decided that we should not interfere with anything that 
our children wanted to be because we might want them to be something that 
they had no inclination for whatsoever. And in so doing we might not only, 
you might say, ruin their life but those that they came in contact with too, 
just from our own selfish desires.” 
 
Q:  Yes. 
 
MISS OSBORN:  “So we decided we were not going to interfere with 
anything our boys wanted to be. We were going to help them in any way we 
could.”  

 
Historical Note:  Miss Osborn cared for Mrs. Eisenhower in the last years of 
her life. 


