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MR. BARBASH: Miss Picking, you say you lived in the country when you 
went to school with Dwight, did you have to, so to speak, commute to 
school every day or did you live in town during the school year? 
 
MISS PICKING: We certainly commuted every day. We would get up at 
five o’clock every morning, milk cows and get in the buggy and ride those 
four miles to school and go home again and do our chores and do our 
studying. My sister was valedictorian so you may know we put in good 
days. We used to sing our high school anthems and repeat our memory work 
going to and from school. We drove an old sorrel horse. He went to school 
for 10 years. We called him the “educated horse.” 
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MISS PICKING: [The city] building stood at the site of the present 
Municipal building at the corner of 5th and Broadway Streets in the town of 
Abilene. . . . The accommodations the building afforded were not the best 
but we managed. There was a large room on the east of the second floor 
used as a recitation room and study hall combined. In it we met for Chapel. 
On the southwest was a recitation room and another on the northwest. In this 
room from a cupola housing the fire bell, dangled a rope. When the firemen 
grasped the rope to ring the bell the boys of A.H.S., Dwight among them, 
responded immediately by skipping classes to help man the old two wheeled 
hose cart—a far cry from our present truck with its snorkel. If Dwight didn’t 
get to the hose cart he was among those who sprinted to the store to buy 
treats for the girls. On the first floor one room was used by History classes. 
Here Miss Pauline Sleeth taught Dwight. The city marshal’s family occupied 
the east half of the first floor. In the basement were the jail cells.  
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MR. BARBASH: Miss Picking, you mention the fact that the boys in town 
were sort of a volunteer fire department so that when the firemen rang the 



bell they all left school and if the fire wasn’t of any great importance they 
would spend this time to purchase candy for the girls—did Dwight—was 
Dwight part of the Volunteer fire department and did he participate in these 
candy buying expedition? 
 
MISS PICKING: Well, I don’t know as I could recall a specific incident 
where Dwight helped to man this hose-cart, but it was a rule that the boys 
were allowed to do this, and he probably was among them because he, as I 
stated, was a boy of action. Usually, the upper classmen had the first place. 
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Historical Note: William A. Stacey was Abilene’s Superintendent of Schools 
during Dwight Eisenhower’s school years. By 1943, Stacey was Assistant State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, when “General” Eisenhower took the time to 
write to him. “[T]he example you gave us of a kindly and sympathetic instructor 
and of an individual completely devoted to his duty, has lived with me all these 
years.”  
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MR. BARBASH: Miss Picking, you mentioned earlier in your talk the fact that you 
had a daily Bible session in one of the rooms of the school . . . were all children of 
all religious faiths allowed to attend and what was the Bible that was used—was it 
a Bible of a particular Church or a particular religious group? 

 
MISS PICKING: I stated in my talk on Dwight that we had our chapel in the east 
room of the old city hall building and everyone was allowed to attend. The King 
James Bible was used and few, not too many comments on it. We, often, had a 
speaker who would give us a talk and then we, also, each time we had chapel 
repeated the Lord’s Prayer. All religious faiths were included in this. They, at least, 
were there, if they were not allowed to take part that was quite all right and in the 
new high school we had a stage and I remember the teachers sat upon the stage and 
I, also, remember Mr. Stacey [Superintendent of Schools] many times giving 
excellent talks based on the Bible and we learned to know the favorite scripture 
passage of each one of the teachers because they took turns in leading the 
devotions in chapel. 


