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Ir. B. Frederick llorrow
The White House

' &

Washington, 2. C.

Dear Fred:

I know this is out of your denartment, butb because of the B
"r‘ency'of the matter and the need for its being considered at the hlghest
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level possible, I am compelled to write you directly.

Necroes across the country are much concerned about the regent
Till "trial" murder case in Sumner, lississippi. This is reflected threugh
literally hundreds of letters which have ccme to us here at the Courier; a
sharp rise in our circulation as a result of the stories we have published
in connection with this; and the thousands of Negrdes who turned out fer
nass meetings in lew York, betroit and Chicago verify the helght of this
interest.

Yy concern is that from what I have been able to ascertain, mot 7
one denunciatory staterment nas been issued by anyone high in the Federal - '
Covernment. We know, of course, that there is no viclation of the Federal =
Eicnapoing Law, and it is acparent that there is little that the Justice’
Department can do, tut it weuld be of untold political advantage, insofar-. -~
as the Negro vote is concerned, if someone at the level of Ir, Brownell or-

/Sherman Adarms, or even the Vice President, made clear that the Federal,l{%/

Government looked with dismay on this incident.

I need not p01nt out to you that this has made us leck like a
veritable "jaclass" in the eyes of the rest of the world, and we must use
such public relations tools as are available to make sure that the pendulum
of world ovinion and of the opinion of many liberal and fair-thinking people
in America does not swing back against the Federal Government in Washington
because it remains silent on this score.

We have even learned that a Negro by the name of Leroy Collins has
admitted that he washed blcod out of the 195% Chevrolet pick-up truck that
was supposed to have hauled Till away from the lilam plantation to the
river, and that this Negro was deliberately locked up in a Charleston,
Vississippi jail until the prosecutor's testimony had been completed.

This revelation is deserving of consideration by Federal authorities who
might inguire into this version of "Mississippi justice.!
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