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principles long since accepted by most of the nation has assumed a
significance beyond the question of racial justice, important as that is.
The welfare of the whole country is involved in the issues with which this
presentment is concerned.

Presently there is manifest a pattern of calloused disrespect for
law. Moral values have been corrupted. Mob viclence has emerged as
an instrument to maintain the status quo.

The basic constitutional freedoms of speech, association, assembly
and redress of grievances, vital to all Americans, have been perverted,

abridged or denied through arbitrary practices or cynical legislation i

the states.

State and local office holders of high and low station and national
legislators, all sworn to uphold the Constitution, have incited to dis=~
obedience of the law and have campaigned nationally for support for their
position. In community after community, fear of reprisals or of scorn
has reduced to a whisper the reproach a moral people should feel for im=-
moral behavior.

It is no secret that the foreign relations program of our nation has
been hampered a;nd damaged by the discriminatory treatment accorded
citizens within the United States, solely on the basis of their race and

color. In our worldewide struggle to strengthen the free world against



