December 1, 1953

FPERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Governor:

1 have put considerable thought and study on the problems
involved in the school segregation cases, As you know, I am
interested primarily in progress; it has been my fervent hope
that some sclation would be found to this problem which would
progressively work toward the goals established by absiract
principle, but which would not, at the same time, cause such
disruption and mental anguish among great porticns of cur popu-
lation that progress would actually be reversed. Consequently,
your perscnal views have meant much to me. [ appreciate your
intimate study and knowledge of the problem and count you
among my warm persconal {riends, More than this, I recognize
that there are very serious problems that you have to face --
regardless of the exact character of the court decisions in the
pending cases. By this I mean that the task of establishing
“"equal but separate” facilities will inveolve, I am teld, extracrdi-
nary expenditures throughout gll the scuthern states, Incidentally,
1 sometimes wonder just what officials of government would be
charged with the responsibility for determining when facilities
were exactly equal,

In the study of the case, it became clear to me that the guestions
asked of the Attorney General by the Supreme Court demanded
answers that could be determined unly by lawyere and historians.
Consequently, I have been compelled to turn cover to the Atioraney
General and his associates full responsibility in the matter. He
and | agreed that his brief would reflect the convictions of the
Department of Justice as to the legal aspects of the case, includ-
ing, of course, the legislative history of the enactmeni of the
l4ath Amendmrent. In rendering an opinion as to these phases of
the case, it is clear that the Attorney General had to act accord-
ing tc his own conviction and understanding.



